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From the Editor's Desk

Almp'st a yéar ,has. Vpasserrd sinqe:_thg pu}_pjlicg,tipn 4of_,tlf1eg first issue of
. The Bull'etiti of the Arnold and Leo_r,ia Finkler I:nsti‘t_ute; of Holocaust
Research. 'fhe year has been a busy one for thg_Inatitut‘e's staff,
particularly in vi_e_\_v of the .pr_ex.ag_rat:_lons for the two _‘in_ternatiqnal
conferences qunsotfed .by the Institute and by* the Spiégel Chair on
Holocaust ﬁesearch.. rThe fil’,‘St. of'__ these .conffe:__'gn;:;es: on the' Holocaust
Period in Belgium (May 19_89);_ ,. is being he_lgi in copp;_araftion with the
.:‘t;istitute fér ‘.the History of the Second World War 1n _Brﬁs'sels; Eleven
‘historians "from Belgium and one rf_rom | AErénéc_e are ~expected to
participate 'aléiig ‘with "a fiumber' “'of ~ leéturers “from | Israel. Thel
" conference speakers. will deliver talks on subjects ra._nging from
Belgian Jewry on the eve of the Holocaust to The rescue of Jewish
chilﬁen during the war years. The f‘bur day‘ conference is expected to
draw a .varied audience including historians, interested laymen and

‘ expatriate Belgians, particularly members of the diamond community.

The second international confere-_nce is planned for December 1989. This
will be a. joint conference of the Arnold and Leoné Finkler Institute
of ‘Holocaust Research in cooperation with the Abraham andr Edita
Spiegel chair of Holocaust Resea‘rch,’ the Departments of Jewish and
General History at Bar Ilan Universi_t& and the Departmént of Géneral
History at the Hebrew University. The cqnf‘erencé's topic is. "F‘ascism -

National Socialism - Antisemitism ~ Holocaust: links, interactions,

diff‘érences". Twenty three speskers from five countries are expected

to participate.
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In addition ‘to the' planned conferences. during ‘the' past yéar " Institute
staff héiibers have participated “in- several international conferences
and study tours in Isreel and abroad “De, Dan Michman,'coordinator of
the Institute. delivered a 1ecture on "Species Hollandia Judaica“
Versus Migration : the role of migration in preserving ties between
Dutch Jewry and World Jewry durlng the nineteenth and twentleth
centuries". at a conference on. the Netherlands and the Jewish
migration which was held in Amsterdam in November 1988. In March 1989
Dr. Michman 1ectured on The Problem of Jewish Refugees from Germany in
Neighborlng Countries at the' Seventh International Yad . Vashem
.Conference devoted to the tOplC : The Jews of Europe Face FaSC1sm-and.

National Socialism 1933 1939

ln May 1988 .Dr. Judith fydor Baumel led {a;'Bnai Akiva - England
sponsored study group to Poland. In July 1988 Drs. Baumel and Michman
led the first two groups of the Holocaust Chlldren 8 Memor1a1 Fund on
a "Fatherq -and- Scns" study trip to Poland Final1y, in October 1988
Dr Baumel 1ed an Open Unlversity of Israel study group to Poland

Throughout the year ‘Dr. Yehuda Ben-Avner delivered several lectures
on historical and polltical subjects, partlcularly those dealing with
Jewry in southern Germany. In March 1989 Dr Ben-Avner led a group of

Jewish youth from Switzerland on a study trip to Poland.

1988-89 has been a year of staff reorganization and promotion. In
1988, two staff members. Penlna Meizlish and Chava Eshkoli received
thelr doctoral degrees, the former from the Department of therature

of the Jewish People and the latter from the Department of Jewish
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H_;i,stor& -at Bar Ilan University. Dr. Judith Tydor-Baumel and Dr. Yehuda
Ben-Avner were promoted to the rank of lecturer. _Duri_ﬁg the first half
of 1989 Prof. Nathaniel Katzburg, Chairman of the. "Instit:u_te', is in

England on sabbatical: leave. .




'Projects and Progress. -
During‘the-aCEdemic»year.of'1988-1989-severa1-OngoingtoroﬂectS“hsve
been completed :at the Institute. Other- projects are continuing and

additional onieg ‘have: begun

In late 1988:Dr. Dan-Michman, cooréinator of  the Institute, ‘published

his book-on Liberal Jewry in'the Netherlands : Het Liberale Jodendom

in;;Nedéflandl-1929+1943i~~Am§terdam;ﬂfVaﬁ-*Geﬁnep,sf1988'FﬁAﬁaft Frof

plannlng and coordlnating the two international conferences. D -

Michman is engaged in a comparative study of Jewish leadership during

' the Holocaust-: in studies on daily religious life during the

Holocaust and in examining the Holocaust in Belgium.

Dr;_JuditB TydoféBeumel has recently completed the final revisions on

_her book: dealing with The Holocaust -and Prayer. In addition to editing

The Bulletin and serving on the editorial board of Keshev Dr.: Baumel

has continued. her research on Beth Jacob and on religious life during
and after the_Holocaust. She is also oompleting*themresearoh-for a
book on the history of Kibbutz Buchenwald; the first hachshara kibbutz

to be eStablished'in Germany after the Holocsaust.

Dr. Chave Eshkoli, who recently completed her doctorate on Mapai - the
Israel Labor Party during the Holocaust, is now researching the
history of the Mizrachi in Palestine during that period..In addition,

she is preparing a study on the Hechalutz movement in Belgium during

]

the Holocaust.
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'Mrs.. | Rivka Knoller. is now Completiﬁjé_i. - the fi;st édition of Va
bibliography dealing with the. .denial' of the Holocaust. ‘The
bib;iograp_hy: will;.-uéoon be- 'pubi‘ishe& " by 'i:.hea;j iIhst.itu-Elé;:—‘.'-'Iﬁ’ ‘addition,
Mrs. Knoller .is- .bontiﬁuj:ng. .her.-..,.s_lirvey-'dfl.’the_s' activities of?"'religiéué
zionist youth groups in Europe during the Holocaust =-1939-19it5':": .‘ -
Dr.: ;Yehuda Ben-Avner - has completed & : historical study of" one
- rabbinical .area. in.. Germany, - that- of - Bad Ems-Weilburg and:of the
‘ rabbinical: act‘i;vities -of. Bébbi Dr.. Laﬁpheimer-r-;":-",Dj.:-_, -Ben-Avner - is: algo
preparing a .Hebrew  version: of his. bo_ok'“on orthodoxy: in Germany {see
pub‘l,_ic;ai;ipns.).... Finally, . throughout . .the: .year '::Dri - Ben-Avnér,

coordinated - the Institute sponsored Interdisciplinary-semimar.. - iw -

Dr. Joseph Karniel is continuing his research of AustrilanlJeWry during
- various. periods: and  has : completed -his: book on:.r.;'cjrthode:E‘J‘ewry. -in
Austria ;—betwe_e_n%_»f..thea two-World. Wars.: He is: presently “beginning &
-s_tudy_-—'on;. the:. Jewish:-Woman - in: Austria :during . the.-Holocaust: for
inclusion in. Keghev:: 3::which »1':Will bet. devoted:sto- .th‘e;-- topic: of. Women
.During the ‘Holocaust. :: |

Dr.' Penina Meizlislp is ‘.continuing‘l.herf research ‘on’ Jews . 4in Poland;y’ in
the framework of the cooperative i:roject with the Institute for the
Study of :Religious: '-Zion'iS'm*'-i( see project - spotlight). In additionm;" Shé}f
is transéribin-g‘ and annotating "th‘e",_ personal . diary of én-'-‘iimp.ortantn
Jewish ‘ﬁersohage wh'o;s‘erved.;;.oﬁ': thé:—L-{zov City Council -diuring the -1.920‘_3.

and 1930's."
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‘Library : Under the guidance of 021: libraria.n Mrs.  Ruth Berkeley
assisted by Mrs Esther Drenger :the books -dealing with the Holocaust
period have been arranged and’ catalogued Dur:.ng 1988-89 the 1ibrary_
received . over.. three.-hundred:; books -as. gifts In'ﬂadditlon;; the

;}nﬁﬁituxe;haﬁePBFSE@SedeéﬂqeﬂitiQngpfgEncyclapedia'Judaice;which:wirl

.h?;ﬁt&theﬁsggﬂgiﬁembefsudiSngﬂ%ﬂinathe@reading7noom;Ea{isf'"“*'5"L

Apart. from _;‘qar;rywi_-i;g out .the- regular- .;secretarialz- duties .of: the ;--'jo"i'nt
Institutes, .throughout. the latter.part-of 1988, Mrs.. Zippi -Berman has

dealt with matters pertaining to the two conferences to be held during

- 1989, .From February.1989: onward :she" has been -assisted: by Mr. Fabrice

- Cain in_ matters-pertaining:to the conference. on.The Holocaust: Period

‘in.-Belgium.: Mr, Cain.is :fluent  in French: and has  therefore :been  a
;g'i:-eai;t,., -asset .in dealing with administrational matters: Anvolving “the
foreign participants. . . |

- Ine May ;1989 the' Institute. will- hold-@-special ceréfiony’ during which a

unfiqueexhibi-:t--‘consistingj of..a desecreted Torah parchment used’during
the iwar:as. wrapp'ing for  a. parcel will ‘-b'eir.,unve'il’edr. ‘The parchment hés
been. placed in a special case in the fori of a “Torah scroll. The
parchment, originally in the possess;'Lon of Dan and Lillien Arbel, was
donated to the Institute by Mr. Isaac Willner via Mr. Ahron Scharfer.
Mr. and Mrs. Willner-also donated the exhibit case now con'tainingrt_he

k4

parchment.



Project Spotlight -

1

In early - summer 1947 ‘a  group of - Jewish Agenc& emmisaries froﬁ
Palestine arrivedrin Germany and- were dispersed among.the D.P. camps
to begin building raﬁ. edﬁcational“ systen for the young"SUrviVOrs..
Besides being teachers, the emmisaries were also representatives of
.politicpi movemeﬂts in Eretz Yisrael and as such they used their stay

to assist in rebuilding the European branch of their movement.

One young~emmisary; representing the Mizrachi movement was Mordechai

Lauber. From his position in the D,P. camp of Neu Ulm, Lauber had a .. ..,

vantage point- from which to view the ‘rehabilitation of:the religious
zionist ‘movement in :southern Germany. Almost1fdrty_yearsklatetg-és 
_Difegtor of the Institute for the Study Qf.Belig;ou§ Zionism; that
same emmisary, nbw_Prof, Mordechai Eliav , éyproached the chairman of
the; Institute qfﬁleocagst_Reseanch, Byoffgﬂathanie;_Kaygﬁurg;gand_
' prppgsggw,thataﬁthes two fInstitutes% inipigté La3ﬁresegr¢h project
docﬁmenﬁing,the Re¢oﬁstruction‘of‘the Religious Zionist Movement ‘in

Europe between 1945 and- 1949,

Withingseveral'months.a plan of regearch was:drawnrup whicb-inclgded a
country by country study'bffthe t¢piq.[Aftgr;cgrrying-oﬂp-pfeliminajy
archival éearches it was decided to cover the topic from a11~a5p¢cts.
includihg_the political postWar“deyélopmentrof:the Religious Zionist
Movement, the development of local party headquarters, the

rehabilitation of youth. movements, the reestablishinent of agricultural
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- training centers .(hachsharoth) amri_‘,etﬁe «day to day problems encountered .

by the tra‘ineé‘s; ete.

At this Point the project. began ' to- :pic.:ki up speed. - Researchers
sﬁédializingl_in’:the.gpdst—WéryfhiSEﬁry*-of*ﬁsix?'dentral‘tand Eastern
European. countriesiiﬁéne--abpréathéd;‘andﬁzasked-‘tb»ipanticipaté. ‘Dr.
Peniha Meizliéh, staff: member - ofs#théwarnold and : Leona = Finkler
Institute - of “Holocaust . Research, ‘began.  examining’ the archival
collections’ ﬁetftafni:;g“ “to:sPoland..: Isaac.: Will‘n_;en. _who. hag recently
;ompleted his M.A. .'_-th.es_;i.s_ < ON _:bhe-t:-;Foehx:'_enwald D.P...camp in the
Department of Jewish History at Bar Ilan University and Baruch
Goldfinger, member of the Tel. Aviv vGity::_.C.}Qpc:Lj-J,_, _Wgre;;_.asked- to research
the . devélopme'rit ' .o'f ‘the Mizrachi in postwar Germapy. S’hiomo Leibc_:_;witz'
aﬁd_Dr,_Zwi{Moshquitzgwe;e;apgroached=to,study,théutopic_iniRumania

and-Hun85?¥¢;tesneqtively!.Shlomp¢Schmidt;wasﬁrequested'tb.examine-the

topic - in: Czechoslovakia . and:: Mordechai - Reichart wes -asked to

éoncentrgte.Onfthe;:g@gbilitahionegfathe,mpvement"in Austria. - . o g o

What sources does one use to research such a topic? This was a

question which I posed to Yossi Avneri, coordinator of-the Institute

for the Study of Religious Zionism.

"Our researchers have various sources:.at their
- disposal",

he answered.
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.. Jerusalem - and -the-.various archives: :throughout
Israei conta.iriiug- material on the post-war period:
in Europe : Yad Vashen, ths:_ Central _VZionist

- Archives,: the collections  found: in: the Illegal

‘Immigration Project headed by Prof.. Anita Shapira - -
at TeloAviv 'Un-—ikrers-ity and ‘various archives in.the
-épossessien ~of '.'individuals. - Newspapers of. - the
period; - particularly - Hatzofeh; . the .organ of ‘the -
M;‘L:z;rachi‘, ‘and: ‘the newspéapers.produced by-.the.BD.'.R. g i
themselves, are also good source mater;lal'." :

_™The most-unique source at ‘our disposal”, ...

¢ kil e

e GOREANUEE, 1 o L et e B
Fongpg =_the-='iinte'rviews our staff has conducted with:
‘it getivists Tof - the period.  The -oral “history of »the: '
R _rehab‘ilii:stioh-' “of -the Religious Ziondst.: Mbvement
provides an’ addeddimension . to ‘the r-fs-toriesf being:: o i

uncovered-in the written archives.”

AN aﬁ'visor;f-*béard ‘consisting of ‘Prof. :M, Eliav;-Prof.- N.. katzburg,
Prof. M.Z. Kadderi, Dr. Z. Warhaftig,:Dr: D.: Evrony. Mr. A.. Adler,
Mr. M. Ishon, Mr. E.Rubinstein and Mrs. s. .St_ern-Katan was chosen to
supervise the project: and oversee its: Progressi: ~Two- volumes, coverlng

all countries being researched will eventually be published.
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ICRCR TR R Per'sona_litl -Spotlight : Chava Wagman -Bshkold -

‘Dr.:Chava Wagman Eshkol:l. 18 the newest st'.aff member: of - the Arnold and
‘Leona’ Finkler Institute of : Holecaust Research. In 1988 : the :Igraeli
“born - mother of four recelved ‘her: doctorate from-:the: Department .of
I?i-'Jew:Lsh Histcry at Bar Ilsan: Unlvers:.ty “where: she ‘has been: teaching for
“the” past e:Lght years. DE, Eshkell speca.al:Lzes in- the history of: the
Yishuv -in"?P':ile'st'ih'e ‘anid+ its. attitude towards ‘the Holocaus-t. -As +her
ff'?‘ire.t-- pr'b‘j'éét ~at rthé".lnetitute'-'she :is-'.iexam:i.'ning‘.-z.t_hat:,z:jtopic: from ‘the

“réligious-political angle.’ +:

Q. Dr. “Eshkoli, how did. you “decide -t specializeé in-the history-of. the

“Holocaust? &

A. Originally I intended to become a social worker.: When I began-my

studies at_Bar'ilan in 1962 I majored in psychology and chose history

‘ag my minor: - ‘On"l_y “during: my: second year in college when I began  to
. V"-'substﬂ.tm,e as =“a~hi'-s-tenyv‘-teacher +did -1 realize. .hew,_.much_‘,-_;;;lgyed the . .
‘subjecty’ Together with' my ‘success as- a.-teacher, that led me .to switch

“majors at age-19. From then on I was ‘hooked on . history.. My career,

however;’ developed in’ ‘stages ‘due: to.my children's b:l.rth ,Two _years

‘after : Switching. ~majors ..I - married Avi Eshkoll., a . high school
principal. My older® sons,: Itzik - (1966) and Nir {1969} -were. born

“beford my M.A. studies, my younger ones,. Hallel (1975). and Meir __(1979_)

were born prior to my Ph.D. studies.

Q. What drew you to the topic of the Yishuv in Palestine during the

-4
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A. 1 begaz_l my studies -only after having chosen a topic for my thesis.
I- had always been drawn to the subject 'of the Holocaust.‘especially
while ‘teaching "it in:high schooly: but:.\;::.t.: was th'é _:Biafrgn crisis of
‘the late 19.60,"_5 whiéh brought. métters "to..a: head. Young people
'everywhere. love ‘to -criticize and one.of the ;-é_roups thén under attack
in 'Israela-':_ was . the. Yishuv's _.-1egdership_.- _duﬁing_ -the Ho;_i.ocaust; Among
other thiﬁgs__;_ they were being.accused of inaction in the sphere of
rescue. At -'fhe time of the- Biafran --’?holgcauét" ‘when .bver a million
people’ died of war and famine, I was an adult, and -there I was,
doing nothing s&bout it. Al_l. of a sudden '_:Lt gave me a better

perspective of the capabilities of the Yishuv during the Holocaust.

That's when I decided to investigate . what the leaders in Palesting.....-. ..

actually said and did about the rescue of Europeari Jewry dur:mg _-1_;he'

‘Second World War, -

"In 1971 I was:one- of the first young: researchers in Israel _tiéo_-.deal

with' the subject, and the facts which I uncovered were startling, at -

‘least to me. Even after I- received. my-M.A. +in.1976.1: was driven . to

find' out more. 'However, -research topics wait for neither.man nor

woman-.? "When- I resumed my studies in 1980:. other researchers hed begun
‘work® on-the -.topic ~ which' I - had ' intended to - exemine: . Thus; - my
=d:-i.gs:seri:aa.t:l_.o_n ‘had toteke a slight change. in course ::Mapal- { The
Israel Labor Paz;ty) ‘vis a vis rthe": Holocaust during the first yéa.::s-_'qf

the Second World War.

Q. Tell us' about.your findings.

A, First of all I learned that the Yishuv's leaders were human

beings, with the same frailties and capabilities as everyone. Whenw-‘-\--
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_you begin to understand the circumstances existing at that time and_

------ cedn s

the multifaceted attitudes of various groups in the Yishuv, the
picture which appears 18" not a black a8 1€ originally seéng - to be{
-One hears primarily about the attitudes of the Yishuv - 1eaders-
such -as Ben_GurionwandaMoshe-ShertokLtowandsrEuropeanaJewryLduring
the Holocaust. But ‘as I began to examine Mapai in depth I reached the
second string figures among whom the connection to European Jewry was
stronger. 'Unfortinately, - when --1,t came to policy, they held little

sway over their superiors. .

,Q..Finall& ’ uhatlwould &ou tell a”young_oerson;today who is thinking
of Specializing-in the;HOIOCaUSt-period?
A;UI,WOuld'Sayfthat-he'orfshefshould firsffeiemine'his‘mOEives;'ideals
and - capabilities. Any;ad%anced}degree}in histor&ﬁinvolves financial
sacrifice, neverfending years_offstudy}-Time“stOIen from ‘ones family.
You forget%Whatfthe~terms "leisure time" and "family outings" mean,
;;ysuﬁend,your_spouse pass as ships in the night. On the pesitive side ..
there - are the compensations.: You spend less time worrying -about
unessentials, you attain ‘a ‘better sense -of ‘priorities. You have no
time to*spend'the'monefﬁyou don't have anyway! Seriously'though;.you
continue to learn, to grow and to think. | -

L

All in all, I would say that I am satisfied with the choice I made.
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-....Publicationg. -

' The'. Arnold:-and .Leona . Finkler;wIthituéi.of;@Holocaust ‘Research: - is
offering readers of the Bulietinianaopportunity.of purchase Institute"
publications” at:a significant discount. Prices:quoted inlcude postage:
 and handlingé,Therfollowing;publications are-now available :

1) Yehuda Ben-Avner, Vom. Orthodoxen.Judentum ingDeutschland Zwischen

Zwel Weltkriegen, (Hildesheim, Georg Olms Verlag, 1987) {(100p.)

$15.00/20 shekel

2) Melr Edelstein and Penina Meizlish: {eds, ), Religious Jewry During

-

the Holocaust 1939 1945 Guide to the Archlves of Religlous Instltutes

and Organizationsmin~lsrae1 ~(Heb~),;(RamatrGan,~The Arnold?and;Leona

Finkler Institute of Holocaust Research; 1986) (140p ) e ,?-;;

- $12.50/15 shekel

3).- David. Farkas -{ed: and'comp@},.Guide;foraManuscriptsrandﬂPrinted

Matter from the  Legacy. of RabbiaSamsontaphaél,Hirsghs:.theJSaemger

Collection Vol..I: 1etters and Hebrew ‘manuscripts (Heb.); (Ramat Gan,

Institute for Research of Diaspora Jewry, 1982) {57+VIp.) -
$7.50/10 shekel

4) Nathaniel Katzburg, Hungary and the Jews 1920-1943, (Ramat Gan,

" Bar-Ilan University Press,_1981)(299p.)_
$15.00/20 shekel
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"'Sl;NathanielVKatzbﬁqgﬁ(gd.);ePedut:.Rescue:in;theuﬂplocgustns Texts
and;Studiésfy,_(Heb;)qlﬂamat°Gan;~Baanlan‘Univepqitx_gpeséi';981)
(240+VIIIp.) |

$15.00/20 shekel

6) Keshev: Soﬁrces and Studies (Heb.) vol. 1 (1985) (65+XIp.)

$7/50/10 shekel

7) Rivka Knollér, The Activities of Religious Zionist Youth Groups

in Europe During The Holocaust 1939-1945,(Ramat Gan, The Arnold and
Leona Finkler Institute of Holocaust Research, 1989) '

$7.56/10 shekel

8} Chana Yaoz, The Holocaust - Articles on Hdlocauét Literature,

(Heb.) (Ramat Gan, Department of Education, Bar-Ilan University, n.d.
in conjunction with the Arnold and Leona Finkler Institute of

:Holécaust Research}.(75p.)
$3.80/5 shekel

9) Chana Yaoz, [Israéli] Poetry and Prose on the Holocaust, (Heb.)

(Ramat Gan, Department of Education, Bar-Ilan University, n.d.)

(75p.)
$3.80/5 shekel

10) Chana Yaoz, Teaching the Holocaust - [Israeldi] Poetry, Prose and

Plays, (Heb.) (Ramat Gan, The Arnold and Leona Finkler Institute of

Holocaust Research, n.d.) (75p.)
$3.80/5 shekel
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. 11) Chana Yaoz, Young Literature - Chapters -in ;:[Isra‘eii]'-Poetryi and

Pr.o'se on the Holocaust, (Heb.) -(Ramat Gan, .D_epa'rtment of Education,
Bar-Ilan Univérsity, .'n.d.) (76p.)

'$3.80/5 shekel
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