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“soientific definition” of the *concept of nationality”. S. Schwarz, The Jews in the
" Soviet Union, New York, 1951, p‘} 50-51
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Malaya Sovetskaya Encyclopedia, vol. 5, Moscow, 1930, p. 307 .

Malaya Sowetskaya Evicyclopedia, vol. 3, Moscow, 1930, pp. 44-51; Soveiskt '
Encyklopedicheski Slovar, vol. 1, Leningrad, 1931, pp. 389-392; Bolshaya
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From the Editor's Desk

This issue of the Bulletin of the Arneld and Levna Finkler Institute of
Holocanst Research covers the academic years of 1996-1998, In
addition to our regular reports and spotlight, this Bulletin continues
the tradition of the previous one, providing readers with an extensive
section devoted to book reviews and surveys. We are also introducing
8 new section: articles relating to the problematics of Holocaust
historiograplty: One article by the Dutch Historical theoretician Chris
Lorenz deals with the famous late German -historian of the Third
Reich and the Holocaust, Martin Broszat; enother one by Bar-Ilan
doctoral student Boaz Cohen, with Isracli resistance historiography;
and a third one by Bar-Ilao graduate student Dan Zhitx with the ways
the Jewish People and Jewish History were presented in the Soviet
Union. °

Since the publication of our last Bulletin, the Institte has
continued its wide variety of public activities. Information regarding
the Institute's research activities appear in the "Research and Projects"
section of the Bulletin. We also include descriptions of the activities
of varions bodies at Barllan University which deal with
Holocaust-related. projects and cooperate with our Institote’ These

- include the Joseph Carlebach Institute, the Braur Chair in the History

of the Jews in Prussia and the Sal Van Gelder Fund for Teaching and
Research of Holocanst Literature. :

Dr. Juditht Tydor Baumel
Editor, The Bulletin'



.Research and Projects

¢ Prof. Dan Mickman, Chairman of the Amold and Leona Finkler

. Institte of Holocsust Research underwent bypass surgery : in late

Michman participated in a number. of scholarly conference. In Diecember
1996 he spoke at a -Symposimn entitled *The Rorders of: israeli
Historiography” held at the University of Haifa to honor Prof, Chaim
Schatzker on the occasion of his retirement. Prof. Michman spoke about
"Lingpistic Boundaries Defines Holocaust History”. In May 1997 he

delivered a lecture- entitled "Memory and Commemoxation: of the

Holocaust Within Religious Jewry™ at .a. conference dealing with . The
Holocaust Between Interpretation and Memory held in Napoli. He also
spoke-at University College, Londo's Tnstitute of Jewish Studies about
“Preparing. for Occupation? A ‘Nazi SD document on "The Jews of
Holland" anditssigrﬁﬁCanneforﬂ:e-Comprehcmionofﬂmeelupmmt

of Nazi -Anti-Jewish Policies" within the framework of a conference on

the History and Culture of the Jewsifi the Low Countries, At the World
Coneress of Jewish Studies-held in Jerusalem jn July 1997 he chaired a

. session dealing with the Holocamst.

Among Prof. Michman's. publications wers the compilation -about
Post-Zicnist thought and the Holocaust (see Institute Publications), part I;
together with Rosetyn Koren he edited Les Intellectuels face & I'Affaire
Dreyfus, Hier et Aujorrdhui; ‘his ook entitled The Holocaust and
Holocaust Research: Conceptualization, Terminology and Basic Issues (a
compilation of 13 articles) has been published-in Hebrew “by Moreshet,
Ghetio Fighters House and Yad: Vashem: his article "Zionist
Historiography in View of the Holocaust" was. published. in Between .
Vision and Revision (in. Hebrew), Jerusalém: Mercaz Shazar 1957; *The -
Yishuv Facing the Holecaust: New Studies, Old Polemics and Issues.
Beyond Them”, . ini - Gesher 133 (Summer 1996) (in Hebrew);
"Intensification of Arguments Through the Use of Holocaust Metaphors

“in Isracli Public Discourse: Sediments. and Manipulation”, in Geshér 135

(Summer 1997) (in Hebrow); *The Jewish Dimension of the Holocaust",
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in Studies in Contemporary Jewry, XIH (1997); ™Judentite und

All:denva-emlgt_mgm' untet nationalsozialistischer Herrschaft! Aufhan und
wendung cines iaessigen Konzepts® in Zeischri

_ geschic}ﬂmmmdxyiw4 (1998); "Zionism is not just Nﬁlionalisfl'fii

Do %gf*_%) ) {in ije?;w), and "Origins in Poland and Tiplications in

g ith T ] - "o -

prenia HeMea.mn)‘ Agudath Tsrael Phenomenon A #Gesher 137

* Dr. Judith Tydor Bammel's book Kibbuez Bnchem!;ald, which

exanines the first *Hachshara” kibbutz o be founded in Germany after

the Hofocaust, was published in English by Rutgers University Press in
» February 1997. Dr. Baumel has continued her research about Jowish
women during the Holocaust and the result — a compilation entitled
Double Jeopardy: The Holocaust and Gender —will be published during

One article, dealing with the commemoration of the varachia :
the Ylshuv during the Second World War to assist pmmﬁefv:ymwg
published in Cathedra (Summer 1997), the Hebrew pubication of Vad
Be.:n?‘ZVL Dr. Baumel has also prepared an essay about the Parachutists
mlssmi'lfmmﬂmederP ive which will be published in 1998 in a
collection of studies on Jewish resistance throughout the ages, edited by
Prof. pry Rohrlich (George Washington University). The anthology will
be pubhshed by Oxford International Press . :

Dua:mg the surveyed period Dr, Banmnel delivered the following lectures:

1) "The Parachutists Mission: from a Gender Perspective lec'turc;
at the World Congress of Jewish Studies, Jerusatem, July 1997,

2) "The Revisionist Zionist Movement vis a vis the Holocaust", -
lefzhxi:we delivered at the Yad Vashem Conference on "Zionism an(i
Zionist Policy During the Holocaust”, Jerusalem, November 1997

Throughout 1997 Dr. Baumel also delivered lectures on various
aspects of the Holocaust sponsored by Yad Vashem teachers trainiﬁg
‘Seminars, Yad Ben _Zvi and Mercaz Shazar. She has also continued to
uqondmate _t]_:xe publication of OT, a collected volume of essays which
will be published by the Institute, - ' s T

s S -
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# Dr. Chava Eshkoli continued her project on "The Mizrachi and the
HaPoel HaMizrachi Facing the Holocaust". During the last académic year
she wrote the chapter dealing with the response of religious Zionism to
the issue of financing assistance and rescue atterapts chiring the
Holocavst. She has also begun: researching the Jewish thoological
response o the Holocaust. During the 1996-7 academic year De. Eshkoli
was a research fellow at the International Cemnier for Holocaust Research
at Yad Vashem and participated in their round table discussion groups,
symposia and other events as a representative of the Finkler Institute.
- During the year Dr. Eshkoli delivered the following lectures:

1) "Assistance Aftempts Among Rumanian Jewry During the

Holocaust", delivered at the Conference on Rumanian Jewry in the

Modern Erg, held at Bar Ilan University in March 1997.

2) “Religious Zionism in Eretz Yistas] Facing the Holocaust", delivered
at the International Research Institute of Yad Vashem, hme 1997,

3) "Religious Zionism in Eretz Yisrael vis & vis the Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising", lecture at the World Congress of Jewish Studies (July 1997)

4) "The Theological Response of Religious: Zionism to the
Holocaust During the Years of Catastrophe”, lecture delivered at the
conference on "Holocaust and Faith" held at Moshav Nir Galim,
September 1997. o

5) "The Zionist Attitude in Eretz Yisrael towards Nazism and the
Third Reich", a lecture delivered-at the Yad Vashem Conference on
nZionism. and Zionist Policy During the Holocaust”, Yad ‘Vashem,

* November 1997

Dr, Eshkoli also delivered various lectures at teachers, training

" evening seminars sponsored by Yad Vashem, the {{eligioi.ls

educational department of the Bat Yam municipality, etc. .,

Dr. Eshkoli's publications include essays on "Religious Zionist
responses in Mandatory Palestine to the Warsaw Ghetto . Uprising”
Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Fall 1997; "Religious Ziopism- and
the Question of Jewish Heroism During the Holocanst" (forfhcoming
in' Yahadut Zemanenu 1998) and "Mutval Aid Among Rumanian
Jewry" (Gesher, Winter 1997-8). : ) .

* Dr. Penina Meislish's book 2bout Wiktor Chajes — the Identity Crisis of
a Polish Jew, has been published in Hebrew by Bar-Tlan University. Press.

- Dr. Meizlish edited Shalom Meislish's Holocaust Memoirs Stations

("Takhanot™) which has been published in 1998. She lectured about
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* Mrs. Rivka Knoller hag cont .

F 'S continued her project on Holocaust Denig;
m\:ﬂgmsm, collecting material from various libraries a]l::;n tﬁt
bl catalog_umg It. In addition she has created an' up-to-date

graphly reaching 1996, Mys. Knoller has collected relevant

, offprints aboyt topics dealing with diaspora Jewry, antisemitism and

the history of National Socialism, Fi '
_ Y of ] - sm. Finally, she has cors i
Vvarious libraries and institytions abroad regarding meibwsﬁ

Holocaust Revisionism. Together with Dr. Yehuds Ben-Avner she -

attended a conference on so-called "revisionism” and : Holocanst

research. project dealing’ with the activit
] ‘ fivities of Dr. J,
Bloch ( 1350-1923), 5 leadn}g rabbinical figure in Vienf:pl];r?aBT;::

* - - ’ E:
During the 1997 aaadcr_mc Year the Iustitgte has Spc;nsored a

Galician district but apart from hj iti

P s 8 political activiti
:ctwe in developing Jewish thought and phﬂbsop;:;fm%ehenl: oo a;::
veen carried out by a volunteer, Mr. Shalom Etu'nge; wh project b
guldéd and assisted by Dr. Ben-Avner. T+ Wose Is being

e e

_&on e

Administration and Library

* Mrs. Zippi Berman was responsible for all of the Insl:itl.ité'é office
administration. During the past two academic .years the Institute
acquired four new computers and a new photocopying machine.

* The library, coordinated by Mrs. Esther Drenger, has recently
become exiremely crowded. A large number of new books were
acquired and catalogeed, The library continues to receive information
about antisemitism and diaspora Jewry, particularly publications from
Germany. The information center on Holocaust Revisionism has
grown by leaps and bounds. Much material has been received on the
internet and new files were opened and catalogued. As in previous
years many students and researchers have continued to use the
libraries services. Bibliographical files for all Holocaust courses given
at the university were opened for.the student's use. Finally, the
photocopying machine has been transferred to the library, which
. greatly eases the librarian's burdens. : 3

‘The Interdepartmental Seminar 4 {

5 g
‘During the 1996-97 academic. year. the mmdePMenml Steminar
coordinated by Dr, Chava Eshkoli, hosted the following lechres.

1) Dr. Daniel Blattman (Yad Vashem and the Hebrew University)
spoke about "The Bund During the Holocaust: Party Identity and
Jewish Destiny” (Nov. 13, 1996). _ .

2) Dr. Ben-Ami Feingold (Tel-Aviv University) spoke about "The .
Holocaust in Hebrew Plays" (December 17, 1996).

- 3) Dr. Aviva Halamish (Tel-Aviv University and the Open
University) spoke about "Zionist Aliyah Policy During the 1930's —
Between "Rescue” and "Salvation" (Feb. 18, 1997). _

"4y Dr, Shlomo Shafir (Werld Jewish Congress} spoke about

. "Henry Morgenthan — A Jewish Secretary in the United States
-Gavernment and His Plans to Bring Nazis to Justice in Postwar
Germany" (March 19, 1997). o L

- 5) An open discussion about the "Goldhagen Affair" was held on
the first anniversary of the publication of "Hitlers- Willing
Executioners”; participated: Prof, Dan Michman, Prof. Zvi Bacharach
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almi6 frgﬁ S;even Ascheim (May 20, 1997), .
Ak .Gharah Bc_nc_ler (Yad Vashem) spoke about "W,

g Py ettoUpl:lsmgs?" {Dec. 2, 1997). e there

Y Prof. S. Trigano (University of Paris X) I

"Emmanue] Levinas and the Jewi
ewish I .
France after the Holocaust" (Jan, 1, I;thl.emal Sehool of Thought in

8 2 . . . i
Fina ?Jmifﬂ?if;? porsio Universitit Berlin) spoke abont "The
mg')m ding (Jan, 27, 1908), Pulation Policy® with Prof, Zvi Bacharach
An open discussion pyi . '
Ml prior 10 the
ded Prof Yehuda Friedlander (rect €W. Lecthorers

professor of Literature), Prof v of the University and
(April 1, 1998), ), » Moshe Rossman and Dr. Pegina Meislish

C. e .
onceptualization, Term nology and Basic Issues, Lecturers included

Prof. Zvi Bacharach, Prof : .
(May s, 1998) , Pr. : David Bankier and Prof Dap Michinan

1) A lecture followi oot 3
book oa the Theats 'andng the publication of Prof, Gideon Shunarmi's

(June 6, 1998).

Lectures and Conferences

To commemorate the Tenth of
Tevet
19, 1996 dedicated to "The Holocau2tStUdy

Society: History, Literature
. * d - Fioni "
was delivered by Prof. 8. and Post Zi .

spoke about "Post-Zionism and its Adtitude to ¢
workshop for history teachers, Mr, A, Milgrom of Yad Vashem
M. ¥ as

spoke  zbout

publication of: Dr, Penina -

1A Al ket s e s e

& ol .. Xin

place in conjunction with the School of Education, the Department of
Advanced Study and Teacher Training, the Department of Jewish
History, the Department of General History, the Finkler Institute of
Holocaust Reseatch, the "Van Gelder" Center for the Teaching and

‘Resesrch of Holocaust Literaturg and the Dr. Burg Chair for Education

for Values, Tolerance and Peace. : . R

On Yom Hashoa, May 6, 1997 the Annual Study Day in,memory
of the Holocaust was held at Bar-Ilan University. The topic this year
was "Holocaust Literature and its Method of Instruction”. Opening
remarks were delivered by Prof. Binyamin Bar-Tikva, head of the
Department of Literature of the Jewish People. The keynote address

* was delivered by Prof. Hillel Barzel: "Language of Visions of Itamar

Ysaoz-Kest: Hut Doors Still Open Within Me". An interview %vas held
with the poet Itamar Yaoz-Kest in honor of the pubication of his new
book of Holocaust poetry: "Hut Doors Still Open' Within Me". Prof.
Hannah Yaoz acted as moderater and interviewer. The Study Day was
held in cooperation with the "Sal Van Gelder” Center for the
Teaching and Research of Holocaust Literature; the Department for
Advinced - Study and Teacher Training; and the Department of
Literature of the Jewish People, all of Bar-Tlan University; and in
conjunction with the Office- of Education and Culture, Advanced

 Study Department.

On January 5, 1998 the Annual Study Day to Commemorate the
Tenth of Tevet was dedicated to the Jews of North Africa During the
Holocanst, After the Rector, Prof. Yehuda Friedlander and Prof.
Yaakov Iram, incumbeni in the Joseph Burg Chair of Education,
Tolerance, Values and Peace gave their opening remarks, lectures
were delivered by Prof. Michael Lasker of the Ashkelon College
("Between Vichy Antisemitism and the German Threat: North
African Jewry at the Begioning of the 1940's) and Dr. Irit
Abramsky-Bligh ("North African Jewry During the Holocaust").
Durinig the second part of the Study Day methodological workshops
were held for history and literasture teachers. The History workshop
was headed by Educational Ministry History Supervisor Mr. Michael
Yaron ("North African Jewry During the Second World War as an
Important Chapter in Teaching the Holocaust”) and the Literature
Workshop was headed by Dr. Shmuel Refacl of the department of

" Jewish history at Bar-llan University ("New HistoricajLiterary

Observation Regarding the Holocaust of Oriental Jewry™. ¢ |
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On. Holocaust Memorial Day, April 23, 1998 Prof Michm
b, s ATOL, C an

delivered a lecture at the .

] ceniral com .

Bar-Tlan University. . _ mamo;. anon‘ Oeh:emony held -at
W

‘The Joseph Carlebach Insticute i

Dul'l.l'l N X . . i .
puri age&ﬂmitslga?cﬁﬁ 3; scademic year tho Joseph Carlebach Ingtiryte
"J&hIZEI-t" of Rabbi es. In Mmha the memorial leétures on th
Bacharach and Profl' ﬁ? eﬁ’hﬁ:rfmh were given by me-ZW?

. . o chag e OIﬂj. on: n . * 1
belgﬁsem;;:? sh wradition versus the ideal in N':Ihi:nfl?jgo‘?fita]oimf hyman

' oie headed by Prof. Miriam-Gilis Carlebach held

i % and held her lecture L TIUOT
this confere, ; in the open
seminar pi o Twe““f nine . students participatzge i;?ﬁif:ss'lon of
education 1o timpes o< S Tor MA” students abiyr "omin
In tmes of erisis”, Some very i .
illi ) ery interesting i )
":?I"l]::c;ﬁ Gillis-Carlebach, such as "Interpretation of m(:;g.li;el‘; g“n’c:l
saning of the March of the Living for Israeji pupils”. étsr,-, .tucs ,

Institute, in which the ambassador showed
resg;rlqh carried out at the Institute.
6 of i arch p: i
b éz;a'lf}?e ch;:];e lmportaqt- research projects at this moment is that
o ou s wi communities in Schleswig-Holstein This research
out in cooperation with Prof. Gerhard pay] hedd o; the
. 1

B ratare L T

*

& /B PR : ! XV
Institute for Zeite und Regionalgeschichte, ‘at the University of
Flensburg, and will be published in November 1998 in a book, "Jewish
life and antisemitism in Schleswig-Holsiein", Prof, Gillis—Caf%ebach is
functioning as co-editor of the book and six articles in the book will
be contributed by the research assistanis of the Joseph Carlebach
Institute. _ .

Further poblications in preparation are:

The third volume of the writings of Rabbi Joseph Carlebach to be
published by Olms Verlag in Hildesheim, Translations into Hebrew of
chosen articles of Rabbi Joseph Carlebach, dealing with relevant
problematic issugs of the Jewish world. These translations, carried out by
the Instinite's assistant Meir Seidler, are an attempt to bring Rabbi Joseph
Carlebach's heritage to the Israeli public who do not read German.

- New publications appeared this year in the Joseph Carlebach Institute:

 "Letters from Jersualem — Eretz Yisvael at the beginning of the century, in

the eyes of a young religious: teacher from Germany" (Hebrew, Ariel
Publishing House, Jernsalem) and the proceedings of the third Carlebach
conference: "Tolerance — Relationship between Religion and Society”
(German and English; Doelling and Galitzt-Verlag, Hamburg). . _
The archives of the institute received a large collection of original
documents from the legacy of Dr. Ephraim Carlebach (former Rabbi.
in Leipzig), which are now sorted out and categorized by the institute
librarian, Heleni Lipsky. T e -
‘Further research proejcts are forseen in cooperation with Israeli
institirfes and universities abroad. : R

Contributions

. A

During the 1996-97 academic year Mr. Elazar Zyskind established 2 -
fimd which will provide study. prizes for papers about the Holocaust
which have been written by Bar-Ilan students. The Fund is in memory
-of Sarah Plager-Zyskind of the Lodz ghetto who was orie of the first
survivors to publish personal memoirs about the Holocaust. Donations
for the fund were given by several American and Canadian friends of
the Zyskind family: Mr. Morris Biederman, Dr. and Mrs. Myron .

- Joyrich, Mr. Kuboc Berliner of Montreal and Mr. Harry Lemer of

- Minneapolis. ' : . -
On December 2, 1997 the Sarah Plager Zyskind prize was awarded



;{‘:;m:i ;::;t_". Mr. Dan Zhits of the Department of Jowish History
Tms 4% an aclfuow!dge@cnt of special achievement for His
: Paper on Soviet H!stonography of the Jewish Catastrophe.' h

Chair. The Coordinator. Dr. 8. Feiner, i : cces sfir]
» Ur. 5. Foiner, is back after 3

;l;arrv :rs; tfe;c;rcalhgllw at the Center for Jewish satlud‘iiit;u Harvard

a semester ¢ Institute fo

AQLauced Studics in the Hebrew U:isveisil::ra:uow of the Inst_ltute for

1996 Several graduate studer_rts at Bar-lan enjoyed special

ir. Among them

Orthedox rw to modernity o

s ty in Germany, the Hebrexy i
Wesselly, aud the co | s brew literature of
philosophy. ! ncept of "Law" in Moges -I}’if?ﬂddssohn's

(in cooperation with the ¢ X -

i arlebach Instituis) in the thiry
conferea.m? that was dedicated o the topic: "Toleranz im,.VCarlebac'h
van Religion und Gesellschagi . ; Verhaeltnis

In 19_97, & volume of Prof, Walk's selected writings was ﬁubh'shed i
_ ] in

rwrer
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in progress and it will be published by the Hamburg University. Dr.
Feiner participated in a special workshop on the Freischule in Berlin
and he was invited to write the Hebreéw introduction fo the forthcoming
volume of decuments that will be published there. B

The research library of the Chair received a few books on .Berlin
from Mrs. Malka Rosenthal and ‘a copy of the 1750 Reviderte

privilegium of King Friedrich II,

The Sal Van Gelder Center for Teaching and Research of
Holocaust Literature . . -

During the 1996-97 academic year the Sal Van Gelder Center continued
carrying out jis goals of deepening awareness of the Holocaust among
university and high-school students through the teaching of Holocenst
literature. Therefore, the center focused upon aiding in the training of
educators to teach Holocaust literatwre by creating study maierial for
students and handbooks for teachers. These activities are carried out in
-conjunction with the Teacher Training division and the Depatiment of
Advanced Stady. Preparing the study material includes infer-disciplinary
cooperation, and the preparation of multi-media study materials, Pl
In addition, the Center continued research into the teaching
methods of Holocaust literature and the preparation of information
centers for researchers, teachers and students in the ficld of Holocaust
literature in Hebrew and foreign languages, and methods of its study.
Among the publications of the *Van Gelder" Fund and later the
"Center" are: -
1} The Holocaust in Modern Poetry — anthology for high school students
2) Teaching the Works of A. Appelfeld — teacher's handbook.
3) Teaching the Ewopean Holocaust Novel — teacher's handbaook.
4)  Collected Articles abort Teaching Holocaust Literatuire — for teachers.
5) Qur of the Darkness — textbook, result of the work of a tcam of
senior teachers under the supervision of Prof. Dov Landau. .
6) Art and the Holocaust — teacher's boaklet of lesson plans + slides
prepared by Dr. Bracha Yaniv,
7) The Holocaust in Children's Poetry — anthology for feaching in
- Juaior high and grade schools. Editor: Dr. Ziva Feldman. - -
' 8) The Holocaust in Children's Literature — chapters of research,
- Mrs. Nechama Ne'eman.
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9 _. f&wﬁ a};:eby Ballads and Sonners. _Tenchefs handbook, by
10) g:iozcamt Poetry: Ep'fg Poems. Teacher's hand@ok, by Prof. H.
i) AH{o;it':;:; 'P?eny — amd the Holocayst in MademPoe#y, by me

12) Polish Holocest Poetry
an in-depth introduction,
for teachers and students, .

— dnthology, translated mxo Hebxewwlﬂl
By: A. Braumer. The booldet is intended
The Center also conduets a training course for studeniéwho -deaﬁ with:

lI;Izth::I;St resecarch inlvarious depariments of the university. In the
st two yseaxs students came from the departments of English
5 ature, Iocl'ol‘c:g)r, Political Science, Psychology, and Hebrew and
g[_?il';li?]m:uve thfmtl.m?. Appeals for advice from high school teachers

i rgadtudmts' in their ﬁngl papers on'Holocapst Iiter?hye were also

An Internet site about Holocaust Literatyre has been:-;est'ablis.iled in

cooperation. with. séveral high-schools, such as the "Amal”

network/Mrs. Nurit Zin, as well as others,

i

——-
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Holocaust Studies in Israel 1996-1997 °

Various Holocaust related topics are presently being taught in sjx Tsraell -
universities: The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Haifa Univesity,
Tel-Aviv University, Bar-Ilan University, RBen-Gurion University of the
Negev and the Open University of Isracl. Courses on the Holocanst are also
being taught at various colleges and teachers training seminars thiroughout
regarding Holocaust studies in Tsrael between 1994-1996, In this issue we
present the continuation of this survey, covering the academic year-1996-7.
Our survey includes a listing of course fitles, names of lecturers teaching
these courses, type and length of course, and the framework in which it is
taught, Unforhmately, enrollement numbers were only. partially submitted;

-consequently it was decided to ignore the issue.

Key to tables
BA  Bachelors Degree PS FPolitical Science -
Bed = Bachelors of Education ~ Ps - Proseminar
CJ itte of Contemporary Jewry P8Y ‘Psychology
. ED  Bducai e g Seminar
EYS  Eretz Yisracl Studies 8 semester *
F Folklore SwW Social Werk
GH  General History T - Tuwrial -
HS .  Holocaust Studies t trimester -
HIS  Institute of Holocanst Stdies u “unknown;
JH  Jewish History w Workshogi
Ir  Jewish Philosophy Y Yiddish -
s Jewich Stadies Ty yeady «
L Lecture s semester . -
For example: a course listed as: Sfzbry  CI/MA

is & Seminar given for two hours a week as-a yearly course atthehxstmme

of Contemporary Jewry in the Master's Degree program,
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The Hebrew University of Jerilszi.l:ﬁem i -' L
' _ L . ' lecturer topic type/length dé].ﬂ:. 1o
lecturer topie pefleagth  dept.no, | - o
_ : - : " {1  Ben-Gurion University _

8. Aaronson  Holocaust Politics S%bey  PSMA - . o ATMA
Prof. D. Bankier - Hol. in Western Burope ~ s/ohrs CIMA ! Prof.D.Ber-On Psychological Trauma  S/zhr.y P3/B
Prof. Y. Bayer - Hol. in Bastern Earope S/2hr.s CIMA i of Holocaust Survivors A
Prof. . Baukier The Firnal Solution S{2hr.y CIYMA L Prof. 3. Redlich Nazi Germany and the PS/dhr.s H/B
Prof, D, Ofer Memory and History S/2hr.y CIMA ; Hololocaust '

Prof H.Lavsky  * The DP Camps $/2br.s CIMA i L
Prof, R. Wigtrich Antisemitiom in Central ~ $/4rs GH/MA f The Open University of Israel
Dr. D. Blattman Youh Movementsin — Ssbry  cyma | ProfD.Michmm  DaysofHolocaustand L+Ty  BA.
. Eastern Europe : S ; o - Reckoning :
Dr. D. Blattman Everyday Life of the Jews $/2hr.y CiMa Dr. Y. Weitz {self stndy from booklets, 1800 pages,
. 7 P l d - . . i ) - - L . . . . .
_ ;ol (c: c;umstDmmg the | R Baurr_lel symposia, movies).
: Mr. G. Greif
Bar-Tian University o
' : o Oranim Seminar ;
Prof D.Michman  From Hawed o L{2hry JH/BA I JE/BA
~ Aumnibilation y_. : Dr. J. Baumel Dilemmas of the S/2hry :
Dr. E. Meir The Holocaust and Li2hry . JP/BA 3 _ Holoca_u_.lst e _ -
Yewish Philogophy o i ' _ S
' L Jerusalem College for Women L
Haifa Universi : = SBA.
v . : j Ms. 8. Kaplan Intro, to the Holocamst ~ L/2bry -;MA
Prof. A, Cochayi The Causes of WWII Tf4hr.s";§ GH/BA i Mis. E. Farhstein Rescue during the - Li2hey -
Prof. R. Rubin The USA from the L/2hrs:? GH/BA 1 : Heolocaust -
* Civil War Until W o ¥ Mrs. B Farbstein Ghettos in Eastern Burope L/2hry  JS/MA
Dr. Speier-Makov Daily Life in Germany T/bhrs |  GH/BA Mr. E. Kay From Amntisemitism to L/2bey IS/BA
And Britain between : : R S _ Ho). Denial :
_ the World Wazs o i Rabbi Z. Laf Faith During the L/2hr:y JS/BA/MA
Prof. A. Cochavi The World Powers During S/dhr.s | GH/BA 1 - Holocaust : . '
WWII : i 12 During the L/2hr.y JS/BA
Prof. A. Cochavi War Criminals SZiry  GHMA i M. H. Shemesh g;mmen t
Prof. A. Cochavi/ Leadership and Policy S22hry - : i
GH/TH/MA - - : L
Dr. D. Gutwein During the 20t Century - ¥ Orot Teachers College L
Dr. J. Baume] - Hol t Histori : ; : .
. olocaust Historiography Slhry. JH/MA Prof. D. Michman Antisemitism and L2hry BEd
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lecturer topic type/length dept, no.
Tel Aviv University R
xf‘. 3 Laor - Writing the Holocaust S/4hr.y .II./BA

- Y.Lomerantz  Bjographies of Holocaust S/2hr.y Psy/MA
- Survivors '

| Dr. D. Arieli-Horowitz Intro. o Nazj Ideology L.f31u-.y PS/BA

Seminar Hakibutzim .

I~l\-ﬁ. S Atzi‘li Hlstory of the Holocaust Lf4hz s BE4.
- .N Ié.apldot History of the Holocaust Li2he,y BEd.

Dr. N. Keren. Myth, Memory and History Sr’Zhr ¥ BEd
Dr.N. eren The Holocanst in Drama T/2hf.s BEd:

~ Spotlight: Project on Jewish Women
: During the Holocaust

An Interview with Dr. Judith Baumel

For several years the Finkler Instiﬁite- of Holodaust Sh;dies has

sponsored a research project dealing with aspects of Jewish women's
lives during the Holocaust. The project is being coordinated by Dr.

- Judith Tydor Baumel whose book "Double Jeopardy: Gender and the

Holocaust” will be published by Prank Cass and Co. during 1998,
Here Dr. Barumel discusses the project's history and devalopment.

Q
-~ women during the Holocaust? .

A - Foriclose. to twenty years I have d.ealt \wth subjects pertaining to

Hnw did you come to the 1dea of resem‘chmg the topic oﬁ Je‘msh

- -women and children during the Helocaust, starting with my M.A.

thesis and Ph.D. dissertations ‘which dealt with Jewish refugee

. . children during the war. Later I began dealing with various aspects

of religious life during the Holocaust Where. I once again found

- myself concentrating upon women's lives, such as the story of the
~-ninety three Beth Jacob girls who were reportedly committed
o5 suicide in 1942, Finally I realized that women's lives during the
- ‘Holocaust were a separate topic worth of merit and I thought of
.~ - examining various aspects of their pre-war, wartime and’ post -wat

' -lwes :

- What gave you the impetus to turn this inw an independem
- project?

Al AsThad been working on a different research project at the kaler :
. Institute I was hesitant to change the thrust of my research.
- However, at a critical juncture I was invited to participate in a

.- conference held in Omaha, Nebraska, dealing with the issue of

"heroes" throughout Jewish history and our Institute ohalrman.

Prof.- Michman, encouraged me to prepare 2 talk about rea! and
-7 imagined Jewish heroines during the Holocaust. This was probably
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the tumning point in my research. After pregas: Lo g o BTt et -
o - Aller preparng the talk, which | _ ; st to both aid the Allied armies and organize or
later became a full-length article published both in the conference | :d“l'mg the iioloc?: ' T o

plosecdings in English and in Dapim Lechaker Tekufat Hashog 1 1. - | | e
Hebrew, 1 decided to widen the scope of my research and | Q When did you decide that this topic merited a full length book
mygsugatc' several aspects of Jew{vish women's lives during this | - . study? o - . : $
erfeslperiod | | A About three yeurs ago Prof. Michman approached me With tho

. R o i : ject into a book of collected essays. At

g. .What aspeots of Jewish women's lives did YOI]i.ﬁ- decide to explore? | _ ;‘eggﬁit:’]l:eﬂ;:dl. ]?ena?d th(ffl::% anadian journal which was iriterested
. Wheﬁl.begmquﬁ“dyﬂfwofneﬂlrealizedﬂz‘atitmmmm ] in such topics and they ed interest but were unable to find
;Jjﬁmmmg Jew:sh' women's lives as a separate opic of stdy, | funds o farfher the pmejum‘p“s Ass_ I had put an outline togqther I
lﬂl1:1:&@11 were an integral part of the pre-war Jewish commupity, | = . decided o turn to additional publishing houses -in the h?pe c_-f
although they didu't figure in the official Jewish leadership, either . ing a suitable framework which would be interested in this
bsore or during the war. However they did play en imporiant rofe. ‘Stady. ithin shorttime Frack Cass and Co. expressod ierest i
in sevoral communal ﬁame?fodcs, such as philanthropy, education, | . ;ngk and asked me for the completed manuscript. This gave me
youth' movements end Zionist organizations, Furthermore, as | .- the- ndded impetus to finish a number of essays on aspects of
women did not fEIncﬁon a3 2 separate entity one has to speak of | o Jewish women's lives and to write -a° comprehensive historical
158ues of gender, in other words, the social roles which society has * | jjyoduction of close fo 100 pages which served as both an

itributed to men and women, and not only to sexually determined <+ ... ‘ovérview and an explanatory framework for the entire book.

issues, which are primarily biological, As time went on I realized

the issue was not just women's society, but gendered functions : Wﬁét type of sources did you use for the project? _.

e 1@ s

both before and during the war, 4 S . i i ct of my research. In
Several aspects of Jewish women's lives during the Holocaust had ~ f B -T&?ﬁlpﬁyombﬂstandﬁm m&mmg the Holocaust I had
alr?ady been covered in depth by the time [ began researching the | - .:o '  combination. of Written and oral documentation, and when
ople, such as Jewish women in prewar Germany, in youh § = L ;;e otal documentation 1 mean both interviews which had been
Mmovements and in the resistance, Other topics, such as orthodox §. - . . conductsd and deposited in oral history repositories such- as the
Jewish women, the role of women in Holocaust. commemoratiog S one.connected with Yad Vashem or the Institute for Contemporary
and Jewish women ammong the displaced persons afierthowarhad | [oury at the Hebrow University, and interviews which I conducted
barelybeenwuched'by resdarchers. 1 decided at first to concentrate | . myself with various women who had undergoné {mique
upon orlhodo-x Jewish women, as this was an oittgrowth of m b Y“,enm during the Holocaust. My definitions had to be broad —
previons studies, 3Jl'il ﬂleﬂ'upﬁn Jewish women in the immediate ' (;:rpegy puI‘p099§, a women was anyonc. over the age of about
post -w?r years as this, again was an outgrowth of:my research on | . thirteen during the Holocaust'becal_lse so many girls had li;&d about
the She'erit Hapletah, the surviving remnant of Euwfopean Jewry. As 1 o their ages, making themselves older to survive. Consequently they
I begsim dealing with Holocaust commemoration, I'also decided to i - e g?through the war as “women" With women's exp?ﬁenoes.l-
“xSmine women's roles in this framework and| see how they | - oneg;lﬁ,e most fascinating interviews I conducted wag with a
entercd the collective public temory in Israel and pther countries, - woman who had gone into concentration camp as 2 girl of eleven
Finally, my study about collective public memmﬁiu the State of - 3 but who had lied and told everyone she was fourteen. She had no
Israel lpd me to examing one topic which falls imto both the §. idea of the facts of life when she arrived and one.of her older

sisters quickly gave her her new idéitity on the traia on the way to
" Auschwitz, which she made the little girl memorize in .ordpr to
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As a fina] question, why
HOIOC_&Ust Shﬂ'llld be a g
same penod WEl'en'tth
In _her '

do you think ﬂmt.' . .
) _women during th,
eparate topic from that of men dnr?::i the|a

eir fate upposed
Study of Jewish art; p fo have boen the same?
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HAS THE THIRD REICH BECOME HISTORY?
. Martin Broszat as Historian and Pedagogue’

by
Chris Lorenz
(Free University, Amsterdamy)

The life of the German historian Martin Broszat (1929-1989) cannot
said to have been free of paradoxical touches. Although much of his
oeuvre was intended to counter the 'monumentalization' of German
history, his very work helped to erect a monument in the German
historiographic landscape. And although he simultaneously opposed
the 'pedagogization' of the German past, he nevertheless — albeit
unintentionally. — remained an eduestor. For this reason, in order to

" understand the historian Martin Broszat, it might sometimes be better

not to listen to the man himself. o .
.. The monument erected by Broszat does mot omly inchude his
scientific ceuvre, but also the Institur fitr Zeitgeschichte in Munich
which he helped to make famous. He started-his work at the Indtitute in
1955, and from his appointment as director in 1972 until his death in

. 1989 he would remain there. Under Broszat's direction the Tnstitute,

whose. sole task initially was to document and. record the history of
National Socialism, evolved into one of the foremost centers of German
contemporary historiography. In this development Broszat performed
the dual role of scientific as well as financial and organizational
manager. During his tenure the number of researchers increased from
fifteen to thirty, whereas the Institwte's budget grew five-fold to DM 5
million per year. The number of publications increased accordingly: in
addition to the well-known Fierteljalwshefte fir Zeitgeschichte, the
Instifute now publishes six autonomous series instead of the three in

" . This aticle was originally published in Dutch in: Ovrlogsdocumentatie '40-45 8
(1997), pp: 236-252, The translation 75 publishod with permission of the author and
" RIOD (e Nethertands State Institute for War Documentation), publisher of the annual.
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Broszar mber of publications has more o less tripleq ! 4 historiographical currents, and his approach to the Third Reich can only
Jniversity of_l\riumch,inaddmm'mmchhemmm_ : I be understood i this ight. It is in this antithetical character that, as of
Broszar's o _ X M Bumerous {1996, the main problems and lirsitations of his wotk will be found.
contribyg nemental status is also dye to- his . - "“Thematically we can distinguish the following highlights in his work:
the case c!gf fo the history of the Third Rejop, Thec, 0 scientific §* 1.'The role of the National-Socialist world-view and ideology: 2. The
Tn May 1?45 Elesﬁ'::ﬂ% g}ﬂlz clearly imprinted by hi:rt;r:z::i Ohﬂmim s structure-of the *Hitlerian State’ and the rationale of the 'Final Solution'; 3.
: €l en S A he T i ‘which ‘ord . lerstood hird .
munitions for angj.ai yea.m ol a#d .[fore 0::, enough_?o rT@];?stedrt; an?ﬁ::;l;h— and in oonseqk:nce of the forg:lleer aspectlzsj?';l’:.:
called Brogzaps ool £U0s) in Leipaig, His colleague H(""’ﬂ?mg 4 - maniter in which particularly German historians have dealt with the Third
; . - L Oty of the Ihird. Reich' h i : S
X » he himse]f

Soon after the war he bega 1o study history ot ofoune s . | 1+ THEROLE OF NATIONAL-SOCIALIST IDEOLOGY-AND
fved hi at Cologne, where in- |  THE ROLE OF HITLER : :
.}  Broszat's approach to National Socialism during the late 1950s and the
‘4:- 1960s can best be understood as a reaction to the two then gxisting
" piédoininant historiographical views.  The first,  which might be
characterized as 'Hitlerian', and which was represented by among others

 Gerhiard Ritter; mainly reduced Nationial Socialism and its ideology to the

unich. From this m - . ; . :
;mm”’ engaged upon the study of numeroys om {M‘Whe would  person of Hitler. The second view, known as "Totalitariar’, preferfed to
Third Reich? In 50 doing he ofien v @or -0, T history of . see National Socialism 2s a form -of totalitarian dictatorship, 2
Orposed fhe predominant ‘twin-brother, in fact, of Communism. As seen-from the prevailing
' Sekop o ik . Cold-Wer point of view these 'brown' and ‘red' forms of Fascism showed
§ Institut fiir Zejtgeschichie o : " mhany stroctural similarities, such as the all-pervading role of The Party,
1972.1989 in: & - unter der Acgice: : Hy st _
Mot B f?ﬁfmkcmmwam (o), M o gy i Broszae  The Leader and the Secret Police — besides a systematic ideology that
Nationalsaziglio | T Zeitgeschichie ypd gre mif ; Ftermheis . justified total’ control of society and the State. Notable representatives of
* Henke, Mertin mmi s6; a"'".“”"? 190) 4041 e ' this view ‘in. the Federal Republic were Karl-Dieter Bracher and Ernst
~ Nati ki Eie By F”e‘"ﬁ'ﬂdﬁ / M. Broseat, Um g . Nolte. In, for example, Der Nazioralsozialismus: Weltanschowmg,
\ 161 m'edm’ﬂwmw%ﬁ'iﬁm 36 (1988), Programm wund Wirklichkeit (1960), Broszat dissected the
usefil Summary of Broszag's writie . ' J National-Socialist ideology into three pivotal ideological segments,
G mm‘@mmmd - i . DIt . ! .
Mn%ﬁwﬁw"&MA " L Mo, Die Geschichte ol . | L
iclude Gesellschaft 17 Erimcnmg an Martin — ' _ :
(SMM?;’GO faffmm 2 (199, m"lj: Broszat's major publicarions _ Bayamiu der S5-Zeit (Munich 1977-1985), (o) Dax Drite Reich Herrschafissrudear
oy .W%é;& “’;’ e - snd Gaschichte (Munich, 1983); Allisgsgeschictie der NS-Zei Newe Perspektive oder
‘mﬁmﬁw s S-Stagtes, Vol 1, Mimich 1967, 11-137: 1y ;w it Triviakisierung? (Minich, 1984), His most important articles were collected in: 1986 in:
Evtwickliong soiner neren Verfassung, Mlmldx:-flbﬁg-, (edjmetd), : Taoﬁﬂaﬂa'l Der schwierige Umgang mit umsere Geschichte (Momich, 1986, md-reumd.
] Munich, 1587). ' . .
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namely antisemitism, anti-Bofsten ‘ | | __
Process he emphasized theg tshevism and Lebensrum,* However, inthe § constitute the Party’s electoral backbone, The dynartic and mobile character
ﬁiesndasdlﬂn_otcpnstimea.m,as;: of National-Socialist politics — the urge s mobilization and the

l:v:.;tch, and that the suceegsfin] National-Socialist rige to
e represent the realization of a political program
erian ang ﬁc_!talltarian interpretations would have ’

power in 1933 did §. ' longing ‘for permanent change —. were directly tomnected with this.
as the 4 ° However, from the moment that the Nazi movement had taken .over the

i ology as a collectiop Frelathe 1t. Broszat regarded | -~ veins of staie, most of its revalutionary concepts, including the replacement
of relatively vague notions, all §  of the Reickswehr by an army of Brownshirts, the reorganization of socicty

of which — besides blind raci &
. mmmdmahngmg@”haﬂge-wamda- ¥ on a professional and estaic basis, or the replacement of the current

of Germany. Higler i Negislation by.'German laws, would prove to be not only ill-definéd, but

- Played a vital role in the irati e . - i g
through his identificati Ofcomt"'?:})m of ﬂlweldeologmaj contents '+ even more so unpractical. In fact, it proved impossible to introduce: a:single
cation of ireconcilable enemies df the German nation, § radical change' without browbeating assorted established power” groups,

siph_.asﬂmmmy,ﬂaebmeaumcyandﬂnemlpbym.Asaremftﬁl;eNazi'

In this, antisemiti p . i3
\ nusemitism served i L o B
X as an Idgubgjm] Passe-pertout for identifying -~ regime was forced to take recourse to ever-changing alliances with one or

ith %. inore of these groups. It was this revolutionary- thetorics needed by the
wopiz, finally, 4  Maaf's inf order to muster a mass following, combined with the necessity to

represented a kind of nat : _ % ;
: Ofnational salvation doctrine, holding out a promise of % ocooperste with the Fanctional elites', that according to Broszat determined

© the direction of Nazi politics. This combination considersbly restricted the
.- freedom of action of the Nazi's, and in effect forced them to-introduce the

ing 10 Broszat, the point E
wasnotsamuchﬂlemﬂpof“‘m“h‘“m explanation by historians § : promised new order only in those spheres where it would not encounter
ﬂﬂh&dmgﬂ!dedﬂ]eseldeasas organized resistance. In practice this meant the persecution and elimination

ofpcwerless minoritics such as carriers of genetic deficiencies, mentally
retarded-persons, homosexuals, gypsies and Jews. In Broszat's eyes the Nazi -

many Genm
e S st S |
National Socialist ideology an mSumab[e Toszat ‘m case considered policy was therefore far more the product of a process of negative selection
the Third Reich, given the. : I[Olﬂt of departyre for ama lyzing ﬂmﬂ:e step-by-step implementation of a specific world-view and palitical
to Broszat, ‘Who nevertheless ideology and teality, According program {as propounded by Hitlerian historians such as Andreas Hiligruber,
"nsisted on doing so, ran the major ‘'Klaus Hildebrand and Eberhard Jickel). - | o

s THE STRUCTURE OF THE NAZI STATE AND THE -
-+ EXPLANATION OF THE HOLOCAUST n

: Much-like Hans Mom.mscn, Brdszat greatly relativized the éuiding
~ role -of Nazi ideclogy and Hitler's intentions by presentidy Nazi
pelicies primarily as the unintended result of a process of cumulative

*  See Broszat, 'Grenzen der Wem
erinewtralitit in dey

und der National talisrute e hﬂm&b - Historikey : - - .
restiicting a;n: SIS in: Nach Figle, 176, Emst Notte m}ﬁ?ﬁ;.n; - radicalization, that in the course of the subsequent 'total war' trashed
Pesspective. See: M. § Cgical @“f 0 a reproduction pf he contemporary poscly through cvery previcusly imagined barrier.® Acording to Broszt this

d‘nﬂ(h; ] ' i S ) . ; ; . i

- die "Historisierang” PAdAgogik" von -sechiy Bmst Nokts, gie L - . i

Nation, in: drchiv fir Sorial des National - und dic selbstbewlissie ... For Motnmsen's atitude, see: F. Mommsen, Der Nationalsoziatiomus ind dbe deutsche.

lGeschichte, 35 (1995), 530.587. . 5{; ; Kk o 1991 R
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-Hans Mommsen and Peter Liittenberger, has become known as the
. structuralist or functionalist antipode of the intentionalist or Hitlerian
modes of interpretation. P
'« Tt would seem that Broszat's far-reaching inferpretative rebuttal .of
_the dominant personalist interpretations of National-Socialism might
~be. partly explained by pedagogic motives, given the fact that the
‘demonization' of Hitler had heen the predominant repressive and
“rejection strategy of post-war {West-Germany. This, combined with
‘the story that Germany had been "captured' by the Nazi's in a "surprise
-attack’ had represented the most effective way of avoiding unpleasant
.questions with respect to the social groupings and institutions that had
“allowed the 'Hitler dicatorship' to be established. Therefore, in his
‘¢apacity as a contemporary historian he saw it a3 his responsibility to
conduct some Aritische Aufklirungsarbeit with respect to’ this

S Al ’ . .
T. T ARWNRRY rsan

- oven applies to Hitler himself, ag sh, *:g}aguei : | i
> : 1sell, as shown by the n is it
anzasﬂl(e'&anpmsfz l otl' the ._Iews to ‘the East, the M;idagag;e::rogl;:h; ll;'l:: ‘;1
fuct that gty twisted road leading to the | Final Solutiort. 11
o et m‘g © Wannsee Conference these ideas were tmnej
into Jeed .mcmiacqordn_lg fo Broszat —‘be explained by th
t ; of'the Hitlerjan state, in c?mbmation,with th: -

. ; The. willingness in -post-war West-Germany - to ask difficul:
juestions about the Nazi past was unti] the end of the 1960s mitigated
everi-more by the fact that (Communist) East-Germany had already
provided .a ready answer. However, Broszat rejected all’ Marxist
explanations of National-Socialism, given the fact that he failed to
detéct any.‘agents of World Capitalism' in the Nazi's, nor any apitalist
tationale behind their policies. Even so.it was his intention, just as with
the, Marxist. interpretation, to discover the Social determinanis .of the

system and Nazi policy.” This will explain his interpretation' model
which:typically reduces Hitler's political world of ideas to a gpilection
of political slogans, and the replacement of the 'non-person’ Hitler by

PR T

The clearest exposition of these ideas is-io be fund in his articles: "Grenzen der Wrtnentralitit

in der. Zeitgeschichisforschung; Der Historiker und der Nationel-sozialismust (1981), and:

'Pine-Insel in der Geschichie? Der Fistorlker in der Spanmmy: zwischen Bewerten und

“Vrstefien der Hitler-Zeit' (1983), both published in: Nech Efer, 162-185 and 208-216. For

his lagt definificns, see: "Was heisst Hisworisienng des Nationalsoziafismus? in: Historische

Zatchrif 247 (1988), 1-14. - ) : -

Sinfilar to the social iterpretation of the French Revolution or that of the Gennan Expire,
" the social imerpretation of Nationak-Socialism &s a brand of detenministic way of tought
hias during the recent post-modennistic decade beea roundly criticized. See, for example: P.
Baldwin; 'Socisl ‘interpretations of Nezisin: renewing a- tradifion’, in: Jowmal of
Conterqporary History 25 (1990), 5,37. o '
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hardly satisfactory. The personalistic Hitler interpretations which had
ed to'the absolution of Germany, were complemented by a' heroization' -
monumentalizing' of the Resistance under the Hitler regime. This
happened both in the German Federal Republic and the German
emocratic Republic. In the Federal Republic, the hero celebration
olved in particular around those (conservative) circles which had
ifitiated ;the assault on Hitler on July 20, 1944, whereas. in. the
| Democrati¢ Republic the Communists had obviously always, been a
- ghining -example. According to Broszat these aspects of the German
. (tesistance) history were elevated to myths; and as such 'moralized" and
~'pedagogized'. From a histotical point of view this mythologization was
even'more suspect in Western Germany than in the East, due tosthe fact
" that in the Federal Republic virtually any personal continuity between
the post-war political leadership and wartime resistance was missing.
+#In-order to put an end to the undesirable scparation of Nazi/history
a-demonic (guilty’) part and a mythical ("good') part, Broszat
ed that it was essential to tackle both the demonization of Hitler
“the ‘mythologization' of 'The Resistance’. The first part he had .
cady accomplished in his above-referied previous work, so that all
-vemained for him was the second task For this purpose he
roduced. into’ his Bayern-project, in addition to the: (positive)
néept . of 'vesistance!, the for him neutral concept of 'resistency'
istenz),!! By this he meant the practical measures aimed towards
e against, as well as the delimitation and restraining of the
al-Socialist claim to power, and as such a reference to the
" continued existénce during the Nazi-period of relatively independent
iristitutions and their values, such as Church, Bureaucracy and Army.

the ‘commoy man’ ~ also called i

t t conscious] ' ‘the t :
:nd J Ksoma%ohismrical o tsly opposed the at the time dominapt
: - Kockal™ By not clogsh : gatin, |
: : . N
dn:vesngated) a state, hut na-gicmly avaria o
Taw a bead on the totalitarian
I111:11:»113_1- 0 prove that
‘SN penetrated !:y the Nazi sare Th

large-. Vv j
: ) et} k- F". f

Behind ' Ich he acted s \ o .
motive Eﬂilsd;iwdopmem, too, a ic as we a::?'ed’m’ o - Broszat's interest did not extend to the motives for their 'resistency’.
s Nazi past A::zm - Ut the way Germany had com nterpr ctattve His onky purpose for the use of this 'neutral’ concept was to break

- Admittedly, & 10 grips with though  the ‘dichotomy and 'moralizing' black-and-white represen-

i that according to him existed in the terms "collaboration' versus
sigtance’, and thus chart the grey zone of partial accommodation
partial resistance. Its Dutch parallel can be seen in Blom's effort
3 to' demolish the black-and-white representations of 'good’ and’
ng' in Dutch historiography by introducing a distinction between

. Broszat, Probleme dermﬂaupmmg-,_iu; Nmaﬂm@-,-lzé. .
Hm?lml%m% : _ ‘Fine Replik auf Nitgén Rocka, in: macs
| | . | e

.1
[
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Browat, Resistonz wnd Widenstand: cin Zwischerbilnz des. Forschungirojekes
- ™Widecstond und Verfolguog in Bayern 1933-1945,in: Nach Hiler, 136-162.
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THE "HISTORICIZATION' OF THE THIRD REICH

roszat's advocacy during the 1980s of a 'historicization' of the Nazi
riod meshed seamlessly with several important objectives of this
1 Project — o wit his attempt to detach the view of this period
roin;. the _ all-pervading, central perspective of the Hitler regime,
inchuding its atrocities. He rejected the predominance of the 'Avschwitz!
perspective, however understandable this might thought to be, by means
seientific as well ‘as pedagogic arguments. This perspective was
garded as scientifically undesirable for German historians, since it
peaift that the Third Reich would be analyzed only from the' point of
-of :its" disastrous ending. This approach, in tum, violated the-
thodical rule of historiography, according to which every era had to
primarily judged by itself, rather than as a foreshadowing of later
ents. -Acocording to the most current historicistic ideas about the
‘of history; the historian should move with the flow of time
than against it — meaning thiat historians had to view the past
through the eyes of their contempories, rather than from the
int of view of ‘knowledge after the fact'. L
e application of this methodical procedure to the Third Reich in-
ly. resulted, according to Broszat, in a far-reaching relativization
3fi the. place and:meaning of "Auschwitz. The pivotal meaning that had
retroactively been accorded to 'Auschwitz,, namely stood in shril} con-
trastto its negligable importance for the contemporary Germans. One of
paradoxal characteristics of the mass murder of the Jewis was, after
that ‘these exterminations had not been practised openly, but_in
t; as a result of which they never occupied a prominent place in the
usriess of the majority of the Germans."” Only by faking the

e Beoszat, 'Was hiisst istorisierung des Nationalsoziatisrare?, 13: Der Zemralitht von
Aischwitz ms_ der - Retrospektive sttt als historisches: Faktum gegenitber, des die
iidestvemmickmung in der Zei, in der sie tatsachlich geschah, nor mijglich war, well sic



— =T ALl ‘l : . -
4 nxwen pat Nan !m'ls’gm L i ) IOoNAX

; BROSZAT'S PROBLEMS AND PROBLEMS WITH BROSZAT

events with the continuity ngen::nujd- it bﬁ Apossihle to merge - thes L : _ : _
Smg?gic motivation — m:ﬁm Onl_y the“ ‘Md this w fheir purposely controversial character, it is not really
harine 1 Reich of both its demonic and it possible to rid the history lsing:.that.Broszaf's-views-and explanations have in the course of
anging it from a 'monument’ into ‘real’ h.“? mythical characteristic "provoked a great deal of criticism. At the moment of writing
istory. And only then wou 1996) the predominant impression with regard 1o his efforts

yeay

the Nazi past be enablod fo become hi

: mm‘;’ﬁfﬁf was by no means blﬁdmmf?i‘;;ﬂglﬂbm}t the Germans. sersonalize’ Hitler, to_ relaivize the Nazi ideology, and 0

era womsd“f!mﬂ?n' and & deeper "historical um at his advocacies of § S¥ Jain the dynamics of the Nazi gtate primarily from the dynamics of

that hi g1ve rise to apposition.'? This is hdetsm‘.dlﬂs' of the Naz system, is that he has gone qomewhat too far. Evena kindred spirit

' 8 conception should not be co ﬂ:wﬁ 2y he “_"ed to-emphasize erstwhile partner like lan Kershaw now defends the view that in
confused with the classical olitical sphieres, particularly in his foreign policy., Hitler went

ly reacting to and legitimizing radical impuises that
_ clsewhere in the system.”” With regard to the
sance of the antisemitic ideology, Christopher Browning has
i out that the mass executions in the Bast might somehow be
eted as the result of an unintentional radicalization process, but
chambers. cannot te ‘improvised'. In other words, behind it all
cal.of inteflectual effort must have been invested ia the total -
on: f the Jews before this plan could be put intc practical
n-the case of Himmler tbere in fact is documentary gvidence
thi effect.” 1t would therefore appear that the fact thafno direct
iihrerbefehl has ever been found, has been sormewhat 'over-inter-
tyy. Broszat, and that in Hi§ renciion 0. all other confemporary
cal explanations {in the spirit of 'Befehl ist Befehl, ‘and the
werful Gestapo’) he has simply overshot the mark™

historicistic strivi

, ing towards identification.

instance, Hillgruber, ; entification, as propaga .

-understandingr?s f(;rlglgi:;ﬁsa?nﬁ‘;{ﬁ! l‘elati\ritizl:ti()n intt;..i St,p?;;itfgf '.

surviving victim - JR-al ition, he all o, Sl

rework;mfg of Au:chOfié,h e Nazi's and their re?:;;i:-'ﬁp e‘flally the.

irmational. Nevertheloss he. ooy Shoble themn to rati Toythic

perspective’ of th cless he continued fo insist that the Avects the
e Nazi past interfered with the sclenenf‘:"\us‘:hwnz

(e entitic way of

coming to grips with this subject.”
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* “somewhat maliciously, that interpretations such as Broszat's, with
' itheir emphasis on the absence of purposeful planning and the
' ‘unintentional aspects of the Nazi crimes, helped to pave the way for

R pn'y T

In light -of the presemt views and circumstances we could say,

. .interpretations such as those by Goldhagen. The customary motives
. lused in power struggles and competitive battles are insufficient to

*explain the after all rather extraordinary Nazi crimes. This, in tum, -
. ‘makes it so much more tempting once again
" ‘Glermans' collective radical antisemitic motives.”

to ascribe to 'the

Broszat's advocacy of the ‘*historization' of the Third Reich has

- proven to be no less problematic. However praisewarthy his attempts
to prevent a black-and-white historiography might be considered, the -
-wvay in which this was put into practice has often been criticised. For

one thing, Broszat's attempt at rediscovering spheres of normal life in

'abnormal’ Third Reich by means of the notion of 'resistency’ is,

given the close interrelationship between 'normality’ and criminality

: during this period, by no means ag innocent as it appears. When, for

example, he mentions the-Wehrmacht as one of the institutions that

. was to some extent 'resistant' to the Nazi regime, this problem become

crystal-clear; the German army was, after all, one of the prime pillars
of the Nazi state. According to Friedlénder and Diner, -institutions
such as the army and the national bureaucratic apparatus assisted
more than anything in the ‘stabilization of the system’.”> According to

n

"
i

=

"EndiSmmg”. Auf der Anlass der Thesen von Pavid Irving, in: Nach Hitler, 45.92. For a
discussion of Hitler's power, see: Kershaw, The Nazi Dictatorshiz, 61-82.
This problém is inherent in all explanatory strategies that fail to connect the Holocoust' to

" Nazi Genmeny, but instead Fnk it 10 some more sheiract entity (such as previously

‘eapitalism' and these days oodesnity”). For this problem, seer 1 M. Mamnis, Reflections on
the historiography of the Holocaust', in: Journal of Modern History 66-{1994), 92-116.
8. Friedlander, ‘Uberlegumgen zur Historisiernng, des Nationakozialising, in: D, Diner

" (ed), It der Nationalsozilismis Geschichte? Zar Histovisiernng und Historikerstreit

{Frankfurt' 2/d Main, 1987), 34-50; Friedlander, ‘Briefwechsel’, 41-42: "Die historische
Bedewtung dieser Instiutionen im Rehmen des Mational-sozialisms ist zuerst und vor
allem ihre systemsiabilisiesende Rolle, Wean man Instintionen in solcher Weise beurtedtt,

. dam kbooen mr wenige vom Regime unsbhengip oder an sciner immer radilaleren

- Enwicklung vollig aobeteiligt gewesen sein. In einem System, dessen inneren Kem von

Anfmg an Verbrecherisch war,. st sopar Nichibetedlipung, Passividt als solche

. . systemstabilisierend”; D. Diner, Zwischen Aporie wnd Apologie', in Diner (ed.), Jir der
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L writer of Nazi bistory who fails to fake his
ﬁxf?fm account - Lo who fails simultaneously to
ithin:the context of 'Auschwitz! — consciously or &‘the:;ﬂhse
Cesithie -dichotomy the Nazi's themselves created in : e = 153
hm=~ﬂ-,ehwbonan ‘doubles' the history of Nauona:l cc}cﬁms,
it-into one history of the perpetrators,and one of the vi des
151 booklet: ‘Zweierlei TUniergang. _Dre Zerstorung Jes
Beiches und das Ende des europdischen Judeniums,
suchanmpormt role ih the H::stfrrikersrre:t, deﬁ
s this. ‘doubling’. Rather than com'onm.lg the Gt;l'man and
catastrophies’, he simply placed them side by side ‘;:hn o
essaysgj How - Broszat infended to prevent the a
Thistorical upderstanding’ and ‘moral judgement from sh lmg
Nolte's and Hillgraber's conceptions, has never becop;?fa c.-,]ear
ader — or, for that matter, to me. N?lfher, u:‘lue to hsgaft‘::.
3 ndrmaﬁve foundation for his posifion, d1d‘hls appeal ¢
int-of view" offer any guarantec. As the fhst_ame in time
‘Third Reich and the present increases, with Progress:xl?/
- rernaining who have experienced this history as their

Bf A . = 1 —

was ultimately informed by 2 German hJstoncal mvzn p
] m.ﬂi!:his- desire to re-integrate this history into thepn nd

bsequenfevmts of "before’ and after, in order to re-enzble the Germ
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67, Friodlfinder aiso poits out that the majority of
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'Auschwitz', whereas the experiences outside these camps would provide
& guideline for. the "scientific’ assimilation of "Auschwit?’, must in light of
his earlier shown sensitivity to the problem of the historical perspective be
considered both paradoxical and problematic.?’ Since history does not
impose binding rules as regards the perspective from which it shall be
‘written, the choios of the primary focus must be made by the historian,
This chaice cannot be detached from. the problem of a normative evalua-
tion of the Third Reich, particularly -with respect to the place of the Nazi

crimes within the characterization of the Third Reich.®

Ultiriately, therefore, Broszat, guided by a pedagogic motive 'o retum
their history o the Germans', chose the perspective of ‘normality' as
viewed by the confemporary 'ordinary’ German as his point of departure
of the historiography of the Third Reich. In so doing, the legitimization
for his chbice — by invoking the historical method* — was primarily scien-
tific. As'3 result his work too il to offer a solution to the problem of

* Equally! notable is his view that non-Genmen perspectives of the Third Reich were
botf: ‘fi¢cessary ‘and legitimate. See: Broszat, "Was heisst Historisienmng des
Nationalsozialismus?, 11: "Zur Besonderheit dieser Petiode pehart vielmehr getade,
das infolge der Verfolgung von Millionen von menschen nicht-demtscher
Nationalitit auch jeglicher exkiusive Anspruch auf deutsche-Geschichtsdeutung, in
Bezug'auf diese Periode verspiskt wurde. Jeder deutsche Historiker tut gut daran,
sich dies mit allen Konsequenzen bewusst zu halten.'

Similady significant is the fact that Hans Mommsen, who aimost everywhere defended
ientical positions and viewpoints 25 Broszat, dissociated himself from Brogzat on this

- point. See Moramsen: 'Zeitgeschichte als "kritische Avfklinmgsarbeit™, 155-156: Mir
scheint s unmglich, der Geschichtssehreibung Authentizitit i Siane der Derstellmg der
Dmy_%mﬂnmhanmnmmgenimabfordmmwoﬂm-Dgr
historiographischen Itesgration dés Geschehens dieser Jahre wird notwendigerweise m
von klaren richtungspolitische Anssagen ber moglich sein. Die Suche nach der historischen
Nmnglﬂsfmmﬁdndnanﬁugscﬂum.nic-paﬂhﬂmﬁrﬁhmngmdazmgmm

. selbat, in ihrer ganzen Widersprochlichkeit, decken sich nicht mit dem Zuriickschavenden

in seier.vicaitigen Dimetision erschificssenden Geschehen,
That the choicz of & perspective ltimately is a fnction of value judgments dbout the
‘cssencg’ of the Thind Reich is ‘emphasized by Broszat as well as Friediinder. In
'me_mmfammmmmmwwampm
given the fiact that ‘Auschwitz’ was the most notable fenture of the Third Reich. See:
BrosealFricdlinder, Briefwechset, 341, 342, 351, For a general treatment of the issue of
the choice of'a perspective, see my Historical knowledge and historical reality’, 313 1T
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quide the history of the Third Reich beyond the simplifications of ool
and 'ovif, this: does not detract frotm the fact that Martin Browzat did
least ask the right questions.” _ : : |
. The author wishes to thank the Von HumbofdtStgﬂung, whose
gront of a Von Humboldt Research Prize greatly chdduled the
writing of this article,
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the development of Moder German histariography 1871-1945.

9 Comp, Keshaw, The Nazt Dickatorship, 209217,

Book Survey

: Gef’man Saciety and the Holocaust

. Ute Deichmann, Biologists Under Hitler, (translated by Thomas Dunlap)

Cm:;rib_xidge, Mass. and I ondon: Harvard UP, 1996, xviii+468p.

On the subject of science in Nazi Germany, we are apt to hear about the
collabotation of some scientists, the forced emigration of talented

~ Jewish scientists, the general science phobia of leaders of the Third
- Reich -- but little detail about what actually transpired. Biologists Under

Hitler examines the impact of Nazism on the lives and research of a
gengration of German biologists. Drawing on previously unutilized
archival material, Ute Deichmann, herself a biologist, not only explores
what happened to the biologists forced to emigrate but also investigates
the careers, science, and crimes of those who stayed in Germany. .
Biologists under Hitler combines exhanstive rescarch with capsule
biographies of key scientists to overturn certain assumptions about

' scm under the Nazi regime. Biological research, for instance, was
. nef F“ negiected nor underfunded during World War II; funding by

the'German Research Association (DFG) in fact increased tenfold
between 1933 and 1938 and genetic research in particular flourished,
especially botanical and zoological studies of radiation and mutation.
Deichmann shows that the forced emigration of Jews had 3 less
significant impact in biology than in other fields, Furthermore, she
reveals that the widely observed decline in German biology after 1945
was ‘not caused primarily by the Third Reich's science ‘policy nor by

‘the ¢xpulsion of biologists but was due to the international isolation
«of German scientists as part of the legacy of National Socialism. Her
. book also provides overwhelming evidence of German scientists’

conscious misrepresentation after the war of their wartime activities.
In this regard, Deichmann’s capsule biography of Konrad Lorenz is
paticularly telling. - |

As a thorough and comprehensive account of biological science in Nazi

‘Gerinany, Biologists' Under Hitler is of interest for historians of science,
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* pistor i jologi s who wish to leam
histomnsofﬂchua,mdbmloglsts,aswella_sﬂﬁse _
_abmnﬂaerelaﬁdnshipbetweenscienﬁﬂcﬁﬁaudpohﬁcﬂreahhes. _

J.B.

B ' | " and eds.) When Trith
{air R. Holmes and Alan F, Keele, (comp., trazs. and eds.) Tru
]Fsi}ca:f Treason: German Youth Against Hitler, Urbana -and Chicago:

University of Illinois Press, 1995, xxix + 425p.

Eaﬂy in World War I, four Hamburg members of the Hitler You\h whg
became disiflusioned with the Nazi regime began writing an
distributing leaflets revealing the Allies' version of the war, which they
heard while covertly listening to the BBC, For -_ﬂus- they -were
interrogated, tortured and tried. Threo. of the boy.s tecgwed long prison
séntencas; the leader, Helmut Hubener, 17 was lg}led. Basad Iarg';ely-qn
the recollections of one of the surviving conspirators, this fascmatmg
and well docunienter] study offers a detailed account of the miotivatlons
and actions of this resistance group. Included in the text are contents of
the' leaflets, Hubener's confessions at Gestapo }{eadqumters apd letters
from the boys' parents asking the court for leniency. There is-also an
informative foreword on Mormonism in Phtle:‘? Germany, smr:.e.t-hree
of the boys were members of the Latter-Day Saints church. The editors
 feach at Brigham Young University. _ .

‘. Giita Sel;eny-, Albert Speer, His Battle With Truth, New York: Viptage
Books, 1996, xii + 757p. : -

Albert Speer, "Hitler's architect", was one of the most puwerfl:ll
figures within the ruling circles of the Third Rglch. Not only .wats: hiz
‘Hitler's architect and armaments minister, but he was also one o ”
closest friends. In the dock at the Nuremberg Trials, Speer was one

" ik foiw defendants to take responsibility for Nazi war crimes, even s '

he denied knowledge of the Holocaust. . ... -+ o

'} In this fascinating, well written biography, esteemed journalist at;d
anthor Gitta Sereny unravels the threads of Speer's personality: ﬁ\e
genius that made him indispensable to the German war machine, the
' chnscience.that drove him to repent, and the .emotional wounds that

4

8 fon Pt

magde him susceptible to Hitler's lethal magnetism. Albert Speer: His
. -Battle with Truth is an inside account of the Third Reich as much as it
‘is-abiography of Speer, written' by a writer who came fo know Speer
-intimately in his final years. . :

J.B,

Pel_i:&ronal Accounts and Binglﬁphiaé
X '13’ Zilversmit, Yours Abways: A Holocaust Love Story, Bethesda: CDL
Press,, 1995, xv + 295p. ' o :

 Yours Always is the story-of Kitty Fonteyn, a young Jewish woman
" from* Amsterdam, who survived the Second World first by working in
 the Jewish hospital and later in hiding with various families. Having
_pledged herself before the occupation to a fellow Dutch Jew, Don
Zitversmit, Kitty found herself caught with her family in Amsterdam
- while her fiance and his family found refuge in the United States. As
the story unfolds we see how the two managed to maintain a semblance
. of contact even when Kitly had to go into hiding. Reaching liberated
~“Holland as an Allied soldier, Don and Kitty are reunited, just as Kitly is
reunited with ohe of her brothérs, Leo, who nianaged to survive the
‘Buchenwald concentration camp. After their marriage Don and Kitty
.emigrated to the United States where they live today. '

4B,
|

Teon-Weliczker Wells, Shattered Faith: A Holocaust Legacy, University
of Kentucky Press: Lexington, 1995, xi+175p. _ '

As 4 boy growing up in a small Jewish shtetl in southern Poland, Leon
Weli]s was part of a large and warm. family whose strong religious
ity provided the focus for all aspects of life. For the thousand or so
hasshlic Jews of Stojanow, the high point of the year was the
observance: of Yom Kippur, with its.prescribed preparations and
titudls. Then came the Nazi takeover of Poland that forever destroyed
that life. Wells begins this poignant memoir by recounting in loving
 detail the daily life of the shietl, focusing on the celebration of Yom
Kippur in the years before the Nazi occupation. Much of his gift to
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readers lies ini the wealth of memories :;‘-a now-vanished way of life
and 1 and gentle le who lived it. - o

| @qé';:%':ntflgﬁe is E?aprkar--.ons'. "What was was a_l_ld is no more."
By recalling the Yom Kippurs of his years of wat, iniprisonment, lonely
wandering, and eventual setilement in America, he demonstrates t:;se
progressive losses of all he beld dear: not only his .moﬂwr, his fathfar,

. sisters and brothers, and all seventy members of his extended famgly_ but
also liis religious faith. Reared in an atmosphere 'of unquestionifig
adoration of God, Wells found that everything m his subsequent life
refuted that belief. Alone, his life and hopes shattered, he was left to
endlure a lifelong quarrel with the God who had abandoned him and his
pecple. - This is a questioning memoir that makes. an important
contribution to the literature of the Holocanst. It is a'lso a story of the
passage of a young boy through the fires of hell and his emergence from
the ashes with an almost unbearable burden of dislllusmn and
oocasional anger. Wells draws discomforting: parallgls ‘between j:he
exélusive "chosenness” of the Children of lsrael and the same claifus
theéde by the Aryan nmaster tace." The result is a movm-g-work that
disturbs through its questioning, even as it informs through its evocation
of a way of life vanished in the whirlwind. in.

¥ .

' Adam Statkoph, #ill To Live: One Family's Story of Surviving the
" Holocaust, Albany: SUNY Press, 1995, 242p.

Will fo Live is the story of a Jewish family's survival in Nazi-occupied

Poland by assuming "Aryan" identities. Showing the Starkopf family’s -

and endous will to live, the book documents their

_(jzgﬁxur:eg; ff:m maw to the immediate vicinity of the Trel__)lmk.a _dsath
camp. The Starkopf's survive nc;n false papers and false identities as

wi eedy of millions. . »

mey‘lht?tiﬁ%? ttlll.:santyhofs family's surviv-alo relates the exiraordinary
strengths, endless crises and unending collisions with death that gvere
‘the family's daily lot, the 24 hours a day of the most tamf}dng te n:;:n,
tension and uiter uncertainly. The book also demonstrates how ﬂ:
" hon-Jewish world, outside of the Warsaw thuo,_;eacted to. 2
annihilation of the Holocaust. : B

N

250 peia XLIX
Iréne:Gruenbaum, Escape Through the Balkans (trans. and ed. with an
introduction by Katherine Moris), Lincoln and London: University of
Nebiraska Press, 1996, xxiii+191p. - ' :
Irene Gruenbaum was a German Jew married to a Serbian Jew and
living in Belgrade when World War II and the German army
overwhelmed Yugoslavia. This work is the account -- written shortly
.after ‘the war from a new home in Brazil — of her escape from the
Germans and their collaborators trough the Balkans to a tempo
haven in Italian-occupied Albania.
- Gruenbaum's husband. did not escape. With most of the Balkan
Jews, he perished in a concentration camp. The author thought herself
safér in Albania -- the Italians were not rounding up Jews and indeed
-had only tenuous control in their regions of occupation -- but instead
she had to contend with murderously contentious partisans, bandits
. and ‘smugglers, fascists of various persuations, the risks of being
femile, and the dislocations of war in a poor country. After the war,
.Gruetibaum made her way te Ttaly, which was not in much better
‘'shape. There she attempted to secure a baven, eventually finding
reftge in Brazil. . :
~ Gruenbaum's autobiography casts light on a complex, little-known,
and savagely brutal comer of Europe in World War II. Her story is a
ivid' description of ethnic hatred and ancient rivalries -- and how
‘human compassion can sometimes transcend both.
s St

-J.B.

-' Al‘t‘and the Holoeaust
'L-in.da Schutle-Sasse, Eritertaining The Third Reich: Niusions of

. Wholeness in Nazi Cinema, Durham and London: Duke UP., 1996,
Xiv+347p.

1n this interesting study Linda Schulte-Sasse takes an unorthodox look
at Wazi cinema, examining Nazi films as movies that contain
propaganda rather than as propaganda vehicles that happen to be
movies. Like other Nazi artistic productions, Nazi film has long been
regarded as Kitsch rather than art, and therefore unworthy of critical
textial analysis. By reading these films as consumer entertainment,
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' gchulfe-Sasse reveals the similarities between Nazi WmlaLgm
and. classical Hollywood cinema and, with this shift in empha ;ls,
 demonstrates  how Hollywood-style movie formulas frequently
rornised Nazi messages. - | )
congr;o\gnmgeon theoretical wotk, particularly that of Lacan and Zle:’x
Schuiie-Saisse shows how films such a3 the Jew Sucss and The G
King - construct - fantasies of gocial harmony, often through 1dlnmmm
versions of familiar stories from eighteenth-century Germsin tera a::
history, and philosophy. Schulte-Sasse ob.serves, for examp e, : fami]iar
films, with their valorization of bourgeofs culture and use © )

ightesment that the politics of National Socialism would seem
tEomclmuadict. sf;l ;;a m%’i served National Socialism less because
' of its ideological homogeneity than because of the appeal and %
of its underlying literary paradigms, and because ‘the medium tse |
guarantees aplensm?hfle illusion of who@es& B - (B

Klaﬁs Kreimeies, The UFA Story: A History of Germany's G’_’f“"”‘”
Film Company 1918-1945, New York: Hill and Wang, 1996.,._45 P

Universum-Film AD, best known by its signature. logp,'l.:UF:‘:l,-eaw?;
 once the largest, most exciting movie company i Europe. vc:rmld 4vy
the German High Command as a proPnigami‘a ?urlz'}t durmg ?rtercsts
1, ajid always central to Germany's patiopalistic big ‘tmslmats;s:e u;‘! ssts
UFA was also home to the most innn:)’vat_lve'mlrznm of b degnn] .
Republic: Emst Lubitsch, Marlene I?:eftnch, Fritz Lani lan i
Jannings were UFA stars; IvifetropolmksThe Blue Angel, an a

Were ¢ ew of its finest works. o
Ma%ﬁ?ﬁ%:szinaﬁng book, the culiural critic .and ;J.Jstonzit‘ns
Kiaus Kreimeier tells the UFA Story for the first time. _rcm:abs
dazzting theatres to its staie of the art sFu.dma and processing an,t

" from its comprehensive multimedia publicity campaigns to its a}rm
garde art films, UFA challenged Hollywood for market share in
AgeBut tﬁf is only part of the stosy. The snnultane'ous adveit ?;1f ;omd
films and National_ Socialism only increased UFA's power, 216 7 was
mére than ready for both. The story of UFA under Hitler is a horrifying

LI

£
. tragedy, for although the company continued to make technically superb
- films, ¢ven when bombs were raining down on its studios and cinemas, it

- was corrputed, transformed and eventually destroyed by the very brillance

and state supported power that had once made it imresistable.

- Kreineier's account of this unique company analyzes the forces of
“culture,’ money and war which created UUFA;, which maintained. it in
demnc"rmtic times and controlled it in Nazi ones, which in other forms
still dominate mass media today. From Billy Wilder to Viet Harlan,
from Ludendorff to Goebbels, from Henry Porten to Hildegard Knef,
from experimental film factory to the rubble of postwar Berlin, here is a
panorama of German politics, economics, technology, and art.

IR.
Fascism and Nazism |
Stanley G. Payne, A History of Fascism; 1914-1945, Madison: University

of Wisconsin Press, 1996, xiv+H13p.

This bi%mk is a full history of Fascism, in Europe and elsewhere between
the two world wars. The history sncompasses all the major fascist
movements, as well as 'other_ forms of autheritarian natiomalist
movements, the interpretive problems they pose, and - previous

. interpretations of them. Written by a historian of modern Spain and'a
- well known -- perhaps.¢he authority on Fascism, it serves as a guide for

those gishing to comprehend Fascism in its historical guise and
understénding its seeming resurgence today.

. Payipe interprets Fascism as a form of revolutionary ultranationalism
-- a program for national rebirth based on a primarily vitalist
philosqphy, extreme elitism, mass mobilization, the ‘promotion of

~ - violence, and military virtues. He traces this phenomenon through the

history: of ideas, previous political movements, and the events of World
War L. Though his focus is chiefly en Fascist Italy and-Nazi Germany,
he als¢ gives detailed attention {o the Romanian Iron Guard, Franco's
Spain, Japan, and proto-fascist movements around the globe.

Payne examines the role of violence in Fascism and explores the
reasons. for both the limits of Fascism's appeal and the historical
transcenidence of the "fascist era”. His inclusion of other forms of
authoritarian nationalism lays a foundation for comparative analysis
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and leads to a broader definition of authoritarianism. -
Tn view of widespread speculation about the retirn of Fascism to

Europe and the Afro-Asian World, this book presents a powerful case

for viewing fascism as a unigue "epochal phenomencn”. Conversely,
he treats significant individual features of Fascism as inherent aspects
~ of revolutionary movements and nationalist dictatorships which are
- likely to reappear in new and different forms. :

o ' J.B.

Nazism, Nature and Culture

H

Simon Schama, Landscape and Memory, New York: Vintage, 1996,
652p.; : .
When we look at & landscape, do we see nature or culture? That question
Ties at the heart of this learned and lavishly illustrated book by an eminent
historian and art crific. For Simon Schama believes that every landscape —
~ forest, river, or monntain — is a work of the mind, a repository of the
memories and obsessions of the people who gaze uponit. = =
" In Landscape and Memory Schama ranges over continents and
centures o reveal the psychic claims that human beings have made on
nature, He tells of the Nazi cult of the primeval German forest; the play
of Chiristian and pagan myth in-Bernini's Fountain of the Four Rivers;
and the duel between a monumental sculptor and a feminist gadfly on
the slopes of Mount. Rushmore. Although he covers a iremendous
amount of ground, both culturally and chronologically, Schama never
wanders too far from his prologue. There, he combines the personal and
the historical, making a statement that stays in one's mind long after the
myriads of facts and interpretations presented in the book merge into
ane greater understanding of the connection between landscape, culture
and “history. “Trees have roots," he quotes Marxist historian Isasc
Deutscher as having' said, "Jews have fest". The simple yet powerful
message containied in that statement accompanies the reader throughout
this monumental ‘work, and provides an accompanying echo to his
travels through time and space. :
o IB.
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- Samual Totten, William S. Parsons Isr‘;wl W C'ham'.

by 3 - . s . v (eds.), Ge 7
in the: T wentieth Century: Critical Essays and Eyewz(maf.g’ Acc’:;a;tf
New Yotk and London: Garland publishing, 1995, Ivi + 570p.

"This collection of essays by scholars dealing wi i |
hi tior s ] g with various facets of
genoci:ﬁgprovﬁeonggalandumqlwhismﬁcalinibrmaﬁmonhowmd
_why;’?mtecujar genocides were committed. Fach original essay is

I o_m’ﬂd Kenrick and Grattan.Pux'ton, Gypsies Under the Swastifa,
Gypsy Research Centre, University of Hertfordshire Press, 1995,

1 57p.

The treatment of Gypsies during the Nazi period has not raceived the sae

. attention as that of the Jews. Afier the final Itberation in 1945, survivors did

not commit their stories to paper but passed them on ) -
mmqs{mms*ﬁedmfoxgamebmsofcmpsazﬁmcﬁflnﬁgmom
of.ﬂns!book “m.ﬁrst involved in the task of assembling the scaticred
order to support chaims for reparations during the 1980's: It was then

_mggesﬁdﬂxatabmkhe%basedmﬂ:esahvosom’ces, ather than
. . . r
Ilenvethgktaskforsomemeelsetodo, using pre-existing material, It became

clear that the story of the period conld not be written without

m‘ﬂmq@mmmofﬁpsiwmmeﬁmmmm
ﬂusncvﬁédﬂontongwwabﬁefaqmmt'ofﬂlis,befmvtakmgupthestory
from 19;'33WhmfheNazipsrtytookpowerinGexmanyand later over a
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i iti h new material
I3 « since the first edition appeared, muc :
s nome ﬁﬁsgh:mﬂle picture has become clearer for the ?g:,?;{;‘i
| hasunmml'ne d Germany's allies. More names ha-ve emerged o bel‘ of
cO ffgzl‘ﬁm with the pertisans and of the pit_jﬁ.l‘ly;smallf lgau:;sm o
w:r?-GypsD ~sies who tried 1o protect the innocent g@s (:) o hjst:)ry
I1;;:16 first of their own Lives. This story forms da “;’ = dpa\;tar .
both of the Romany peoplc and of the Secon 5B,

The Second World War . -
erhar ' b-crg, ' rid War IT: Essays in
i Germany, Hitler and qul Var II: E
(jféderg Iae?::an; and World History, Cambridge: Cambridge UP,
1995, 345p. | o

: i . . CoL _ o . : an and
'I‘hls collection .of special studies in twentieth-gentury, Germ

aprid history by the author of the authoritative comprehensive history
w _

) g AN T in.a tes .
ot World War I, 4 World At Arms (Cambridge UP, 1994} illumn

pature ' its 1 _on Germany and the
; ' azi system and its impact on
- 1d. Bﬁnoiint;etiqgeﬂa:: essays from various volumes an:; i;::etrha‘l:
:én:er previously pubfished - in Engfii;.h, Etilosp::;gan;; : ;ax:ltilic e
olox the connections between the ean. . hoaters
' ?: \E:Iau;Fwell as the effects, lee'lders,.am! resl:arc:lopf:hlams of Wor
- War If Emphasis is placed on ﬂlmmgthe ei;ns t?lincluding. e
| ?adlgdm;:‘urhﬁxogf Versailles of 1919_and_ (_jﬂtmany‘s relat;ogs
ﬁtph Engl:md. the United States, and the Soviet Unéom : o sad world
ﬁesigneﬂ ‘to flluminate specific -aspects of e.nt?;eI R P
iy, e s, e gy £, 1 L e
periodi heen slightly . _ :
' Iljxtemtute'mo‘imalzhlil:;adeals withg the subject. The issues raised are often

ol
ones which are more pressing now than they were when onginally

Hi
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‘Bob Moore and Keat Fedorowich (eds.), Prisoners of War and Thetr

Captors in World War II, Oxford and Washington: Berg, 1996,
ix+312p. . o '

Buring World War II, captured service persormel of all the beligerent
powers found themselves incarcerated as prisoners of war. Although
the mumber of POW's ran into the millions, comparatively little has
been written about them. This timely collection examines individual
prisoners’ experiences, but also provides an overview and synthesis of
some of the most heated debates in the field. .

. Casting new light on the racial and ideological assumptions of
céptors, authors show how Axis powers and the Japanese deali with
Bj]ack African and African American troops who were taken prisoner.
Political considerations are shown to have proven weightier than, in
‘many cases, heinous crimes against humanity. Also highlighted is the
history of ltalian POW's in allied hands, the treatment of Axis

. ‘ptisoners in Britain and the complex story of Free and Vichy French

s?ﬁeemam fighting each other in Africa.
< i,i ) . - JIB.
|- : '

i
;

Glen Jeansonne, Women of the Far Right: The Mothers' Movement

ahd World War II, Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press,
1996, xin+264p. .

The majority 6f American women supported the Allied cause during
World War 1T and made sacrifices on the home front to benefit the
war effort. But U.S. intervention was opposed by a movement led by
ultraright women whose professed desire to keep their sons out of
«combat was mixed with militant Christianity, anticommunism, and
antisemitism. This bock is the first history of the self-styled "mothers'
movement”, so called because among its component groups were the
National Legion of Mothers of America, the Mothers of Sons Forum,
and the National Blue Star Mothers, -

" Unlike leftist antiwar movements, the mothers' movement was not
pacifist; its members opposed the war with Germany because they
regarded Hitler a3 an ally against the spread of atheistic communism.
They also differed from leftist women in their endorsement of patriarchy
ard nationalism. God, they believed, wanted them to fight New Deal

e .
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‘liberalism, which imperiled their values, and the irternationalists,
commupists and Jews, whom they saw as subjugating Christian Amefica.

Jearsonne examines the motivations of these women, the political -

and socia! impact of their movement, and their collaborations with

men of the far right and also ‘with mainsiream isolationists such as
.Charleg Lindbergh. Drawing on files kept by the FBI and -other
- confidential documents, this book sheds light on the history of the war
era and on women's place within the far right. : o
= : ' IB.

John Kﬂegan, The Baitle for Hisiory: Re-Fi ighting World Wor 1I, New
York: Vintage, 1995, 128p. : -

Alihough fifty years have passed since the end of the Second World
‘War, much is still being written about that conflict. Existing histories’
have raised as many questions as they  apswer: Did American
President Franklin D. Rooseveli have foreknowledge of the. Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor? Could the Allies have invaded France before
19447 Might bombing the Auschwitz railroad have impeded the
course of the Holocaust? In The Baitle for History, military historian
John Keegan evalvates works that range from general histories t0
biographies of the war's principal figures, from accounts of individual
campaigns to studies of espionage and resistance. What emerges i5a
chronicle of the ways in which the war has been refought by two
generations of historians, biographers, reporters and participants.

. Many of Kecgan's statements, however, must be understood in the
conitext of the controversiss he covers in'‘the book. For example, when
diséulsing the Jewish fate during the war he. states that "All who
actively opposed Hitler suffered. So, as we know, did people who
offered no resistance at all,‘notably the jews”. Such a statement in
light:of Jewish Holocaust historiography regarding resistance would
have many up in arms. Yet he continues by discussing the masses of
Jews and other peoples for whom physical resistance was -practically
impossible on a large scale, thus placing what could be understood as
a blanket statement of fact info a very specific context. All in all, this
is a well written, fascinating book which should be read: by anyone
dealing with the Second World War and the Holocausf.

' 1B.

i
8 an r-b'n:

1| . Lva
g Joy Damousi and Marilyn Lake (eds.), Gender and War- Australians

"t Way in'the Twentiet, : i
i3 1o 2th Cennqy, Cambridge: Cambri@ge UP, 1995,

“War His boon 2 ke ustraliag o
_ hd y part of the Australian experience i
. - - d
pm;:ny natw;al _nzfy?hologlcs- Yet more than many oﬁ:er:?:tniznet: alwt:r
Shoarge:a : m;:!m_lty fmd : ma:sculinity. While there has bee:i no
mil_rl'.a.ge: e .o_ military history, little has been writien: about Australia®
o ;;tags mvo]lvem?ta from the perspective of gender. This collecﬁ%zi
ays explores for the first ti i ionshi
v i A e lrst time the interrelationship of gender and
-~ Traditional images of Australi i
Taditi . lans during wartime show the di
_. :;ﬁl":?ash;s:gw ou:h battle while women play a supportive role at; fx:Jgrgs::
offers mothers on the home front. Yet, as this book shows, war
emmmmd mt:::lt:ﬁ; eroile gender boundaries. Women can be
: ic ¥, itr I s 3 .
war can leave men «ernacsc:l.llﬂpz;d.lmI wds  while the trauma of
Gender and War focuses on wor -
ok _ women's and ' i it
‘Tno:éfs Wz:- I, World War II and the Vietnam Wzﬁs't:;?le:; T::;inlg
mascuﬂn?tydrmd es A range of subjects - jncluding the. crisis of
A ity uring and after the Second World War, Female sexuality
g the econd World War and issues of Race and Gender.

H

i JB.

| Amen;lcan Jewry, Antisemitism and the Holocaust

Dan ang Lavinia Cohn-Sherbok, The American Jew: Voices from an

Americdn Jewish C i i il
viviende ommunity, Gmd Rapids: William B. Eerdmans,

‘Rabbi Dan Cohn-Sherbok and his wife Lavinia spent four months in a

typical fhidwestern city interviewi
from o1l walks of 1fe 1n order o atewer quedtions o PCoPlE

answer questions such as "Who are

- the Américan Jews?" "How have they become 50 rich and powerful?"

Do they speak with one voice?™ "What do their non-Jewish

-neighbors feel about them?" The result of these interviews appears in

The American Jew: Voices from an American Jewish Commumity. One

~of the important topics is how the memory of the Holocaust affects
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.-American Jews today. : L
The city in which the interviews took place'is located in a large
‘metropolitan city of about two million people. The Jewish community -
- within  this mefropolis is composed: of about 40,000 members. The
authors deliberately chose not to identify the American city so as to
. provide a degree of anonymity. Instead it is simply called ™etropolis”.
- They have also changed the names of all those who were interviewed as
wellag those of the institutions mentioned in the book. - .. Co
Metropolis itself is made up of a. wide variety of sub-groups
représénting the major divisions of contemporary American Jewry:

the Jewish institutions of Metropolis are typical of those in other -

cities{and the voice of this Jewish community could be heard .
thropghout the United States. * . o
Maore than one hundred individuals speak for themselves, frorm the
Orthodox rabbi to the teenage summer CAMPer, from the self-made
milliohaire to the doting grandmother, from the Auschwitz survivor to
the eighteen year old debutante. Included. also- are ‘interviews with
Jewish converts, non-religiousJews and well as non-Jewish people .
looking in on the Jewish community. The American Jew is a
 fascinating collection of self portriats by a wide variety of members of
the Jewish community. The individual stories are. gripping and often
hurhorous and offer unique insighits into what it means to be Jewish in
the 1990's. -
' J.B.

ﬁavid anson, Heroes, Antiheroes and the Hrjiocam: American Jewry .
and Historical Choice, Jerusalem: Milah Fress, 1995, xiii+336p.

" Was the American Jewish community powerless to-intervene in the
1930's and 1940's whien a fate of catastrophic proportions befell the
Jews of Europe? What forces were at work to thwart collective
action? David: Morrison,” in this interesting and though provoking
volume, sheds light on these and many other questions which are not
new of themselves. Motivated  for more than two decades by his
souroh for answers to these questions, he has spent thousands of hours

- resefrching archives on both sides of the Atlantic. Morrison gives us
sevaral interesting new clues to put together the pieces of this puzzle.
His / pro-Zionist-Revisionist conclusions come through from the

ol

- of Anti-Semitic Policies in Vichy
" of lllinois Press, 1996, xv+307p.

8-ap rb‘n: .
_ begmm]?g;n :tgmler, ma;'dngr;his book slightly unballanced in its
research m ogy.- Nevertheless, it iw written i T
‘interesting style and the heroes and L coime e oo
) ting and th antiheroes all come ali
giphges:in fhelr positions in their own words, followed bym: dz;zl:c::ssaigg
: o cal choice during the Holocaust as seen by the author.

; J.B.
French Jewry _and the Holocaust

Serge ﬁ%lar'sfeld, French.Children of the Holocaust: /
York ri?‘i London: NYU Press, 1996, xxi+ 1881p. 4 Memwmz" new
: Th_e stary of this unique book may be summed up by the sixteen words
1])1]‘11101‘.33 }lgw],?i?w _gold letters on the back cover: "The History of the
théu- 0 swish C:rhllldren Deported From France: their names, their faces
oy Mare s." In a stark, yet magnificent memorial to the Jewisl;
oS h:;;orb?ld from France d.uring the Nazi occupation, Serge
lareld b col ec!;ed documentation about most of them. For some, it
s only 2. lst_of their names, date and place -of birth and redmﬂ-oft,h
lmnsport whl_ch-sent :rhem 1o the east. For over 2,500, it is a picto 'a?
record of their lives, in order to make them more thén’a faceless n
.grf nm Pages upon pages of Lists are followed by hundreds of ges
_of picture; doqun}entln_g the Jewish children sent to their death dpﬂ_gﬂs
the 1940's. Portraits of infamts are counterposed by pictm-es'ofmg o
alcig;msmlts;_ posed family pictures with .candid” snapshots, 'Theri:
Peighty volume is a._must for any library documenting the Holocaust
nd for-anyone wishing to remember, or to remind others, that every

© person Has not only a name, but 2 face as well,

Donna F.'Ryan, The Holocaust and the Jews of Marseille: The Enforcement
France, Urbana and Chicago: University

One fourth of the Jews living in France -- once considered an asylum

_ for the politically dispossessed — were identified, rounded up, and

deported ]to the death camps of eastern Enrope during World War 11

!
or



X - ‘ $ nenen fﬂbm
i _ _

In-.thjs-pamﬁllly documented -account of the treatment and fate of

French and: foreign Jews in Marseille, Donna Ryan . explores the

extent tb which the Vichy government participated in the German

plans to.exterminate them. .~ -
~ Marseille was a major French city in the Vichy Zone that had a
large Jewish population; the Italigns, who sometimes thwarted French
‘administrators, never occupied Marseille; and it was a regional office
of the Commissariat Genera! amx Questions Juives and the Union
Generale des Israslites de France. Both provide documentation for
this study which continues the exploration began by scholars such as
Paxton and Marrus, regarding the behavior of the French during the
Holocaust.
R T J.B.

Richard H. Weisberg, Vichy Law and the Holocaust in Ermtce, New -

York: NYU Press, 1996, 'xxiii +447p.

The involvement of Vichy France with Nazi Germany's anti-Jewish

policy has long been a source of debate and contention. At a time
when France after decades of denial, has finally acknowledged

resonsibility for its role in the deportation and murder of 75,000 Jews

from France during the Holocaust, Richard H. Weisberg bere provides
us with a comprehensive and devastating account of the French legal
systemz complicity with its German occupiers during the Second
World War, : : '

A$ in Germany, the exclusionary laws passed during these years:
normalized-institutional antisemitism. Anti-Jewish laws entered the.
legal danon with little resistance, and private lawyers' quickly

* absorbed the discourse' of exclusion into the conventional legal .

framework, expanding the laws beyond their simple intentions, their
literal dense, and even their German precedents. _ :

Drawing on. archival sources, personak interviews and historical
research, Weisherg reveals how legalized persecution actually
operatéd on 2 practical level, often exceeding German cxpectations.
Further, he presents a persuasive argument for Vichy law as an
acquired Catholic response to a false notion of Jewish Talmudism.
This book also compares the Vichy experience to American legal
precedents and practices and opens up the possibility that postmodern

S
g
H

. aen rﬂ'ﬁ%i

) g
" modes of thinking ironicatl mpiexi ' '
f thinking y adopt the complexity of Vich reasoning
:e a ;‘:}m 1;6:11;3 and t:h.n':lcinﬁ%n strategies. Finally, V:‘ci;ldw aned
o  france taises fundamental and disturbin i
about the ease with which democratic legal systems can beilg::f:gzs
. J.B.

LXI

_ Pﬂsfwﬂlzli‘"'Gemany

Michael Cohn, The Jews in Germany, 1945-1993: The Building of a

Minority, Wi i
285, fJ‘ : esfport,_ Connecticut and London: Pracger, 1994 xiv +

épprpxlm?tely 80,000 Jews live today within the borders of the
bye:;]nan state, Spme are religious Jews, some are not. Some are Jews
by the r_uiies of ritual law, and some are not- All the Jews in German
._ g;x_?uu:lal'ljﬂ from many countrics and believing in many different fOl‘l'l?l';
ﬂm h::sm, haxfe Jjoined ‘toge_ther to create a new minority community
that 1 been given the official title of "Tews in Gemany", This bock
_ ::r:n cﬁ;atr;ent:lpt to show how the Jews in Germany have built 2 social
K e at a:;knowlec!ges ﬂie_- i:-nﬂuen'ce of the Holocaust, state
SCO:nm_tate oflgr;o : Ththel(:amtlcal Socialism, and the establishment of the
._on_ oor éot.‘theegld, Ve Created a new commumity in Germany built
The coriumumity organization of the Jews in Germany is built <
.gomundana_no%ofﬂw structure of the urban German Je\);s O?U;t;l;ggl;
f;oday my_. H lowever, events of ﬂle last sixty years have caused the Jews of
today cl?angeﬂmr community from an integrated part of the German *
society, as’ the German Jews thought they were then, to a minority
- comymunity distrustful of the majority with which it interacts, The German
-ma_]onty.ls:als? uneasy in its comtacts with the Jews in Ge;'many today.
: ;he psychqluglc?l after-effects of World War 1T continve to influence 1he-
thoughts and actions of its survivors, their children and grandchildren, of

't}i;th Jews and Gﬂ'ﬂ]ﬂn?. This book is an attempt o describe and analyze
a ew;;ntﬂnporaxy Jewish community of Germany, explores alternative
pémbnsm:]eg;’ﬁ atlacmIJ Pis to view the former "community of displaced
my 1 es the legacy of the Thmd Reich for all it still touches

J.B.
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JOhﬁ Borneman _and'.. Jeffrey M. Peck, Sojourmers: The Retum af
German Jews and the Question .of Identity, -Lincoln and_ ‘London:
"University of Nebraska Press, 1995, xi + 309p. :

This book of interviews takes one to the heart of modern German
Jewish history. Of the eleven German Jews interviewed, four are from
West Berlin, and seven are from East Berlin. The imterviews Prqwc'lg
an elceptionally varied and intimate portrait of Jewish experience in
twentieth-century Germany, There are firsthand accounnts ‘ff _ tpe
Weimar Republic, the Nezi éra, the Holocaust and the divided
Gerpany of the Cold War era. There are also vivid descriptions of the

new united Germany, with its alarming resurgence of xenophobia and

anti-Semitism. s .

_ Some of the men and women interviewed affirm their dual German
and  Jewish identities with vigor. There is 'the-West_B’er_hner, ﬂ_:nl"
instance, who proclaims, "I am a German Jew. I want 1o live ?le:e‘.’
Others describe-the impossibility of being both German and Jewish: "1
don't have anything in comiion with the whole German .people..
Marry confess to profound amvibalence, such as the E.ast_Berlmer_wim
feels that he is neither a native nor a foreigner in Germeny: "If
someone asks-me, 'Who are you? then I can only say, Tam g_ﬁsh (Elllt
of water’.” The diverse. testimonies of these people are uncertain,
angry, resolute and -anguished and prove without a donbt th_e).t'the
history of German Jews is not yet over. o .

Dagmar Bamouw, Germany 1945: Views of War and Violence,
Bloomington and Indjanapolis: Indiana UP, 1996, xviii+25 Sp.

This s " of twar Germany focuses upon documentary
phéto‘grs?pdlzs', in orger?s to recount the battle over history, memory and
the’ German past. After half a century; Germany's coming to tertis
' with Nazism remains a subject of debate. This investigation of _th_e
photographic ‘record shows that such debates have ov_er]ooked the
actial conditions in which postwar German memory was first forged.

" ;The Allied forces that entered -Germany at the end of the Second
World War were looking for remorse and open admissions of guilt
from the Germans. Instead, they "saw" arrogance, servility, and a

500 e LXINT
population thoroughly brainwashed by Nazism and in need of moral
- and- political rehabilitation. For the Allies, the fundamental reality of
- Nazism was to be found in the death camps. Allied photography
sought not only to document Nazism's vielence but also to depict
Gemians finally seeing the truth of the regime in all its ghastly horror.
- Dagmar Barnouw argues that the German response could hardly have
suite(%'l the victors' - expectations.. Demoralized, many uprooted from
cominunities in which their families had lived for centuries, traumatized
by the effects of wartime bombing, and weskened by sickness and
near-slarvation, Germans were concerned with survival, not with guilt
over ‘ﬁ‘heu' Nazi past. Indeed, for many Germans, except for the last stiges
of the! war, the memory of life under the Nazi regime was a largely
positive one. In pointing this out, Barnouw does not offer an alternative
truth !?'r a revigion of the scholarly record. Instead, she argues that postwar
photdgraphy holds many possible, partial meanings that could be used to
reasses our understanding of the recent German past. She uses Allied and
Germian photographs to tease out these potential meanings, often reading
images against their grain to suggest nuiances and absences that the
photographers themsclves never intended or only partially understood.
This book is a significant addition to the scholarship on postwar German
catture and political identity, and makes an important contribution to the

 carrent discussion of German memory.

- JB.

Y. Michal Bodemann, (ed.), Jews, Germans, Memary: Reconsiructions of
Jewfs!g Life in Germany, Aun Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1996,
x+291p. - o

~ How -Was it possible that a new, and sizeable Jewish community

develped after the Holocaust in Germany of all places? Jews,
Germems, Memory undertakes to assess the past, present, and fisture of
Germdn-Jewish relations in light of recent political changes and the
opening of historical sources. This volume investigates how the
groundwork was laid for a new Jewish community in the postwar
period; - with - different objectives. by Jewish leaders and German
politicians. Its contributors touch upon history, Hterature, the media,
ethnicity, politics, and social movements and attempts to tackle the
question of how Jews are socially constructed, and how the glorious
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German Yewish past and the Holocanst have been remembered in the

course of recent decades. ~ - - - .

" In recent years, German Jewry has seen fundamental transformations
wifli the influx from Eastern Europe and a new leadership in the
community: a new self-definition, even self-assurance and. reappraisal in
Israel and elsewhere has evolved. Historians, scholars of cultural studies,

" and those interested in debates on memory and cthnicity will all find

something of interest in this diverse valume. _
' JB.

Postwar Europe

. Be:mard Wassamteiil,-_'Vanishbzg Diaspora: The Jews in Europe Siice
1945, Cambridge, Mass: Harvard UP, 1996, xx +332p.

i

Tn 1939 there were ten million Jews in Burope. After Hitler there were
four rgilion. In 1996 there are under two million. On current projections
the 'Jows will become virtally extinct as a significant element in.
European society over the course of the twenty-first century. Now, in a

 compiehensive social and political history of the experience and fate of

European Jews during the second half of the twentieth century, the anthor.

sheds light on the reasons for this dire demographic projectior. .
Drawing on a rich variety of sources, many hitherto wnpublished,

Wasserstein begins with the painful years of liberation after World

War I when Jews tried to recover from the destruction of their people -

and communities, then traces the Jewish experience in Eastern and
Western Earope inn different mational and ideological contexts. His

" inquiry covers the impact on Jews of post-war reconstruction, Soviet-
_ occupation, the Cold War, and the collapse .of communism, These,

combined with the memory of Nazi genocide, the persistence of
antisemitism, the development of Israel, and the Middle East
confliots, shaped. the history of European Jewry in the second half of
the twentieth century. _
Vanishing Diaspora atgues that survival for Buropean. Jews

~ultimately- will depend on choices they themselves make to reverse -

trends. They have an alarmingly imbalanced death-to-birth ratio, and
many. have jettisoned religious obesrvance in the spirit of a secular

Europe, losing their cultural distinctiveness as well as their numbers.

_mmonf*;_qre_ negotisted to bring people to terms with their history.

3'.'”57';*;?’;‘3 va

: Thifi pa.mful story of destruction, irreparable loss, and thé shatterin
| of ties thus serves as a wake-up call, and a dramatic waming. :

J.B.

Holocaust Memory and Repmentaﬁon

Maurice Blanﬁhot, The Writing of the Disaster, Lincoln and
urice _ - , London:
University of Nebraska Press; 1995. xiii + 152p. e

oy . o .
Modat;nhx-storylshamtedby_ﬂ:edimdﬂwcentmy-woﬂdwm
Wmmmp&lﬁrﬁmamdmeHolom—mdmessadh:
-gﬂeﬂan'ger,tezmr,andlossbeyondwords.}[owcanonawﬂeorﬂﬁnk
@m-@m when by its very nature it defies spesch and compels
silence, burns books and shatters meaning? The Writing of the Disaster
reflects upon efforts to abide in disaster's infinite threat, First published in

'._French 1980, it takes up the most serious tasks s .
explana?ﬂ up serious of writing: to describe,

xp fmdredemnwhen possible, and to admit what is not ible.
Heyiheﬁ:?ﬂ‘erg consolation. The bock has been translated by AnnpoSﬁ:)c:,

professot of French at the University of Califomia at Berkeley. '
i : : . J.B.

Jonathsn Boyan'n ed., Remapping Memory: 1 ? '
- -t DX y Fy The Politics quHne.s:pace
M meg?olls and London: University of Minnesota Press, 1996, 266p. . ,

This intriguing collection of essays focuses on contested memories

relation. to time and space within the context of cultural and politi

¢ litical
conﬂm?. The contributors assume the historical reality that cagi.’;al has
appropriated and reconstructed space and time and made it synonymous

‘with commodity formation, as they concentrate on indigenous voices

and the'reconstitution of memory.
Th]grpconst.ihnionofspaoe,ﬁmeandmmy is addressed in relation
to an event either of historical siguificance, like the Holocaust, the
dropping of the atomic bomb or Hiroshima, or of cuoitural significance,
like ‘thar Indian preoccupation with reincamation. Remapping Memory
offers anew way of understanding how the politics of space, time and

J.B.

i
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Pierre*."é@'.idal—Naquet,.me Jews: History, Memory, and the Present,

New York: Colunbia UP, 1996, xxiii+337p. --

Iﬁ t]li:; l:‘aook the author takes readers on a journey through key phases

of Jewish history for more than two thousand years. Drawing on his

historical knowledge, Vidal-Naquet unravels a series of myths and

‘ideologies that have become entangled with Jewish history over the
centuiies. The book covers subjects as deep in the past as the Jewish
encounter with Hellenization in the second century- B.CE. and as
current as modern day Israeli-Palestinian relations. '

. The Jews opens in the classical period, looking in partlculm_' at the
work of Flavius Josephus, who wrote the original account of the events
at Masada. The author examines what he views as Israeln natlonghst
distortions of the historical and archeological re.zqord: at Masada. I‘_‘ the
promotion of an ideal of Jewish unity in the ancient world, he contends,

some have chosen to ignore evidence of pluralism, civil strife, and the -

pcrweroftheDwsporaexpenenocmtheIewmhpast R _
The book continues” with -a--discussion of ﬂ:te era of Jewish
emancipation in Europe, during the French Revolyhon'@d-ﬂuel:eaﬁ_er,
in which the author explores the complex meéaning of emanc{pauql?
and assimilation. Using material written by Alfred Dreyﬁsia himse k’
" the author reevaluates the Drevfus affair, the episode which shool
e at the turn of the century. _ |
Fm'riz author then explores books, films and eyewitness accou;lt.s- of
the Holocaust, including works by Ao Maygr, Claude.Lan.zmapg
and Primo Levi. He then looks at a recenily published wartime jouri
by Vid#l-Naquet's father, written in the years befox:e he ‘was deported.
Vidailﬁaquet is 'equally concerned with the disturbing phenomenon of
Holosatist denial, pointing to the question of ﬂlel-gas chmpbérs as
- central jo refuting revisionist claims. : o
The book closes with a personal account of growing up in Vlf':h%
France: integrating the tools of historiography w1t1.1 his own v;\t:ﬂ
memories of the war years, Vidal-Naquet recounts in moving !
" the occupation and the fateful day the Gestapo arrived at his home to
take away his parents. o : : .

&on ra‘:'l:f LXVI
Israel and the Holocaust, Memory and Society
. :=l N :

s. Ilan:Troen and Noah Lucas, eds., Israel: Tke First Decade of
Independence, Albany: SUNY Press, 1995, x + T19p. :

Originally a collection of papers presented at summer seminars at the
Oxford Postgraduate. Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies, Israel:
The First Decade of Independence presents a panoramic display of
fresh interpretations and new research findings related to Israel's first
decade’ of independence. Those years of rapid change are widely
regarded as a formative period in the development of the State and
society. A major issue with which the leaders and citizens of the new
State grappled was that of the memory of the Holocaust, which is
treated 'in several of the articles. As mew archival materials have
become. available for scrutiny, a new peneration of historians and
social scientists has begun to re-examine old issues and to raise new
questions, In this context of academic ferment, scholars in diverse
disciplines, of different generations arnd of opposing ideological

orientations, have collaborated in this book in examining the period

‘anew. Thirty-two essays offer new understandings from the diverse
perspectives of history, political science, sociology, Jiterary criticism,
geography, anthropology and law. Thus the book provides a wide

' ranging reconsideration of post-independence Israel which serves as a

benchmark for future study and research.,

JB.
Nachmagt Ben-Yehuda, The Masada Myth: Collective Memory and
Mythmaling in Israel, Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1995,

- X&iH01

In 73 B.Q:E., legend has it that 960 Jewish rcbels under siege in the -
ancient -desert- foriress of Masada committed suicide rather than

- surrender'to a Roman legion. Recorded in only one historical source,

the story of Masada was obscure for centuries. Tn The Masada Myth,
Isracli sociologist Nachman Ben-Yehuda tracks the process by which
Masada became an ideological symbol for the State of Israel, the
dramatic subject of movies and miniseries, a shrine venerated. by
generations of Zionists and Israeli soldiers, and the most profitable

ol
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Military "Organization) because of differences over foreign policy.
The Irgun followed Jabotinsky, its political leader, in adopting an
uncompromising pro-British stance, whereas Stern refiounced any
hope of  collaborating - with Britain. Instead Stern had messianic
. dreams iof a Jewish kingdom which might be revived with the

assistance of the Axis Powers. Heller analyzes the overtures which the
.Stern gang made towards these powers during the Holocaust, not
understanding the true danger of any such attempts being made during
the Secand World War. o _

The Btern Gang's abysmal failure led to its adoption of a new

- ideology ‘and a new strategy. First, its new leadership — Nathan

Fridman: Yellin, Yitzhak Shamir and Tsrael Eldad — sought alighment
with the: Soviet Union. Second, it claimed support for leflist policies
in an atfempt to distance itself from the Irgum without isolating itself
from thé Jewish commumity. Finally, it tried to gain legitimacy in
Zionist éyes by moving closer to the activist left, '
Howeyver, the attempted synthesis of right and left lasted only as
long as British rule continued. After the British withdrawal, the split
‘between 'right and left was inevitable. Nothing could save the former
mnderground group, by now a legal political party in the new State of
Isracl, from dissolution. Joseph Heller's pathbreaking book, adapted
from the Hebrew edition, describes and analyzes these developments
using a plethora of sources from all sides of the Israeli political -
spectrum.

tourist attraction in modern Israsl.
" Ben-Yeohuda describes how, after peatly 1800 years, the }c:ng,
complex and unsubstantiated narrative of Josephus Flavilus was edited -
and angmented in the twentieth cenfury, especially in the 1930s,
19405 and 1950s, to-form a simple and powerful mylt.h of heroism.
" Ben-Yehuda looks at the ways this new mythical narrative of Masada
"was  created, promoted and - maintained I:};Chpre-litataal m
underground orgamizations, the Isracli army, aeological A
‘mass'media, youth movements, textbooks, the tourist industry and the
arts, ‘He discusses the various organizations and movements that
created’ "the. Masada experience” (usually a_ﬁtl_ml trek through.ﬂ%e
Judean: desert followed by a climb to the fortress and a dramatic
reading of the Masada story), and how it changed over decades from a
ionist,pilgrimage to a tourist destination. Co
'me:té;!:ng ‘I:l1.:g story in a larger - historical, so.ciologlcgl : a'nd |
psychological context, Ben-Yehuda draws upon theories of coll{_actrve
“memory and myth-making to analyze Masada's crucial role in the
nation-building process of modern Israel and the formation of a new
Jewish-identity. Among the issues raised is how the Masada memory
" entered Zionist youth movements and subsequently influenced
‘members of these  youth movements active in the ghetto uprisings
during the Holocanst. Even though not be?n,g central to the emergence
of the myth itself, the Masada Myth functioned as an antipode to it (p.
239). Ben-Yehuda deals with this aspect in several ways.

J.B. IR,

Joseph Heller, The Stern Gang Ideology, Politics and Terror
19401949, London: Frank Cass, 1995 ix+358p. S

This book sheds new light on the Stem Gang, a unique_ extremist
underground movement founded by Abraham Stern. Until. now, its
story has been recorded only by former members. Based o primary
source. material by both leading members of the Lehi (its Hebrew
acrongm) and its -rivals on fhe right and the left, the book
demytg_\ologises the heroic story perpetuated by su_:rvwmg_pm:tlclpm'lts.
" Thé study places the roots of the movement in the Zionist radical
right, itself influenced by the European right. Nev_e_rtheles.:;, the gang
splif from its parent movement, the Irgun Zvai Leumi {National

b
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