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forerunner of the KGB. His book provldes remarkable detail about & part ‘of the

Holocaust that has remamed relatwelyr unexplored - the world of European Jews who
escaped into what was then the Soviet Union, only to be used by the Sowets
Sometll'rles as lahorers in Slhena and sometlmes as soldlers ﬂghtmg on the eastern

Front.

'As if fear of the German mlhtary and the ss weren't enough, Pomerantz had to
contend with Pohsh collaborators hostile nelghbors, blaek—maxhng Ukramans and his
own Russian w1fe a vengeful woman who attempted to kill hlm in a fit of _]ealous raae
He tells of workmg on a collectrve farm near the Volga, of searchmg for farmly
members among refugees who slept in the foul-smellmg open squares ‘near rallway
stations in Ta.shkent and Alma-Ata, and of enduring a labor camp in frigid Siberia. He
also describes what happened whien his mahtary unit dlscoverecl tramloads of gold and

. Jewels stolen by the Nazrs and he reeounts l'lls role in hberatmg Majdanek ,- o _
e . r T 4
Erance

Paula E. Hyman, The Jews of Modem Fra.nce Berkeley, Los Angeles London:..
Umvermty of Cahforma Press 1998 283p ’ '

~The Jews “of Modern’ France explores the endless complex encounter between France '

and its Jews ﬁom Just before ‘the Revolutlon to the eve of the twenty—ﬁrst century

Paula E Hyman looks closely at the penod that began when Frances Jews were

offered cmzenshrp dunng the" Revolutlon She shows how" they and succeedlng

generatlons : embraced the opportumtles of lrrtegratton and’ aceulturatlon‘

redefined thelr tdentmes, adapted thelr Judaism to the pragmatlc and 1deolog1cal 1

demands of the tune and pa.rtlcrpated fully in French culture and politics. Within this
same penod, especially durmg the Dreyﬁrs Affair and the Holocaust, Jews in France

fell victim to a secular polmcal ‘antisemitism that mocked the gauns of ema.ncrpatton and _

led to the murder of one-fourth of them ‘
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‘Of: particular .interest is-the chapter-dealing. with inter-war France and with French

-Jewry during the’ Holocaust. With precision and msight, Hyman details the fate of

Erench Jews, citizens and foreigners-alike, during the tragic yvears in question.

Finally, Hyman shows how up to the present. day, through successive waves of
immigration; Jews have asserted the compatibility of their French identity with various
versiens of Jewish particularity, including Zionism. -

J.B.

William ‘1. - Hitchcock, France Restored: Cold ‘War Dipiomacy -and the. Quest for
Leadership .in Europe, 1944-1954, Chapel Hill. and London: University of North
CarolinaPress, 1998, 291p. ' '

Historians of the Cold ' War, argues William Hitchcock, have too often overlooked the

_ pa.rt -that . European- nations played:inshaping .thepost-World War 11" international

system.-France in particular has been-given short shrift.

_'Thisibo'ok restores France to-the narrative of Cold War history.'Ba'sed:,French-, British,

- and France constructed a coherent national strategy. for domest_‘lc and international
+ vecovery and pursued it with tenacity and effectiveness: France played a vital role in

thie: occupation’ of Germany, framed the key-institutions. of the-"new" ‘Europe, helped

forge the NATQ alliance, and engineered an astonishing economic reeovery.——:all the
while contesting American leadership in Europe. Few could have imagined such a

successful record when the faction-ridden Fourth Republic first emerged from the

* catastrophe of the war.

~ 1B,

Mlchel Wlnock, Nationalisny, Anti-Semitismy,_-and Fascism_in: France Stanford:
Stanford UP, 1998, 351p. : S st S =

This wide-ranging work confronts the compiex question of nationalism in France in its

various .permutations - myths, obsess_ions, possibilities, and dangers. French
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nationalism has always been a double-edged:-sword. 'from:its beginnings in-the French
" Revolution through: the two Napoleonic empires, Boulangism, the Dreyﬁ.ls affair, the
fascist groups of the 1930'5, Marshal Petams National Revolution durmg World ‘War

1, and its latest contemporary meamatlon in Jean—Mane Le Pen s Nanonal Front

: “The author distinguishes between an "open™ nationalism; based-on the revolutionary
values of liberty and equality for all; and "closed" nationalism, whlch is xenophoblc -
' and, more particularly, antisemitic. He studles not only governments and polmcal
ﬁgures Napoleon, Louis Napoleon, Marshal Petam and General de Gaulle - but also
the myths & associated w:th nationalism. These myths are captured in newspaper artlcles
(the charity bazaar fire of 1897) i llterature (Huysmans Celme) and 1n the writings’ of
insurgents (Edouard Drurnont Jules Guenn) The author pays partlcular attention:to
French "natlonal socral:sm - which wanted to transcend the eategones of' left and nght
" in order to umte workers and owners under the hanner, of a provrdentlal leader but
which. mevrtably scapegoated the:-Jews.: In tmemg the history of closed nationalism and
‘its need for a providential man, the auther also sheds new light on the relation hetween
socialism and fascism in France, most recently brought to the fore by the Mitterand

govérniment in the 1980's. .

Inxt.he process of analyzmg nationa]isnri_n Frdnce;the author draws on areas of study
ranging ﬁ'om ,French=entilArneﬁcerﬁsm. and.Zeev Sternhell's history of "unconscious”
fascism in France to the mythical use- of Joan of ‘Arc in the rservi'ceiof arit‘isem_itism L
' . ) ' ‘ ' ' J.B.

Vicki Caron, Uneasy Asylum: France and the Jewish Refugee Crisis: 1933-1942,
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1999, 605p. -

This book which draws ona nch array of pnma.ry murces and a.rchwal matena] offers
an appraisal of. French responses to-the Jewtsh reﬁjgee crisis.after the rise of Nazism in
1933. It explores French pohcles and attrtudes toward Jewish- reﬁxgees fromii three
interrelated vantage points: government policy, public opinion; and the role of the

French Jewish community.. -

- Greece - - : . B
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“"Fhe*author: demonstrates that Jewish refugees in France were not treated in the same
manner as other foreigners, in part becanse of foreign policy considerations-and in part
‘because Jewish refugees ‘had-a distinctive socioeconomic- profile. By examining the

Socioeconomic and. political factors that -formed French ,reﬁx-g'ee:policy in the :1930's

' Caron: presents evidence that Vichy's anti-Jewish measures. were not merely the work

- of a few antisemitic zealots in the administration, nor did they stem solely from the

. desire of Marshal Petain's government to find scapegoats for the military defeat of

. :"1-940-‘.—“.'Rather, they ‘enjoyed widespread  popular support; not -only from-:far-right

organizations but also from a host of middle-class professional associations and their

- hembers -(doctors; lawyers, merchants, and- artisans) who: perceived Jews as-a

competitive threat,

The: author. also sheds new. light: on Jewish -politioal behavior in the 1930' She
demonstrates that the French Jewish community was sharply divided over the proper
approach. to the refiigee crisis. While some Jewish: leaders pressed for a hard-line

'p.o_]icy, others worked. assiduously to provide the refugees with relief and to persuade

- the'gpvernment to pursue -a more liberal:refugee policy. Thus the-author refutes élaims
-that;the native:French Jewish elite was overwhelringly unsympathetic to. the refugees

“because of a fear that an influx of refugees would provoke an antisemitic backlash.

While this book reveals the extent to-which anti-refiigee sentiments and politics in the

" 1930's: paved the way for Vichy's ariti-Jewish -politics, it ‘also highlights significant

discontinuities ‘between the refugee policies' of the Third: Repubhc and those-of the

- Vichyregime. -

1B.

John. S: Koliopoulos, Plundered [:oyalties; World War 11 and erl War i Greek. West
Macedonia; New York, NYU Press 1999, 304p.

Plnndered-l,oxa.lties examines the impact of the Axis ‘occupation (1941:1944) and the
Greek. Civil War: (1945-1949) . on Greek West Macedonia's'nrultilingual and ‘deeply
fragmented. population. The: political " situation “in’ ‘that mountainous region was

enormously complicated, defined by occupying forces, their "collaborators,” and
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- resistance organizations. Guerrilla ;activity_and the attendant -harsh-reprisals :brought._

untold suffering to the: peasants as a result. of the growing ferocity of the occupiers:
The: fight. against the.occupying forces .and. the need-to build:-and -maintain -as
formidable a guerrilla army.as possible obliged the resistance forces to pres;-un-wiliing
recruits imto. their units and wage war against resistance forces ideologically:-opposed

to them.

The: situation-became- even more tortuous: in the. years: of. civil strife: after the Second
World War, when yesterday's heroes turned:rebel against the legitimate government of
t,hé, country. John S. Koliopoulos; Professor of history at the Aristotelian University.of
Thessaloniki, probes the delicate situation which emerges during this-period:and has
presented. us with an historical and sociological analysis which penetrates .the
psychology of peasants as well as politicians and intellectuals. .- - . fvean oo

. 1B

Romania S w0 e el os

_Randoiph - L.. Braham,: Romanijan - Nationalists .and-the Holocaust:: The -Political

Exploitation of Unfounded Rescue Aceouns, New York: Columbia University. Press,

198, 289p. .

The dissolution..of the Communist system:and.-the consequent: disintegration’ of the
Soviet bloc just 44 years. after..the defeat of the Third ‘Reich has: engendercd

considerable hi_storical-’cohtpver_sy.;_However_; ~unlike. Francis Fukuyama's optimistic-

conclusion that this wouldl denote the worldwide triumph of liberal democracy, and the

end. of history as we know it, this has not been the case. Among the factors

complicating, this posi-;:onununist era arc the vitality of nationalism and particularly.the.

resurfacing; of xenophobic pationalism in East-Central Europe almost. immediate after

the collapse of the Soviet regime.

The xenophobic-nationalist are clearly involved in.a calculated drive to. carry out:an-

ideologically defined political --agénd_a-; This‘includes the whitewashing of their. country's-

record. during the Nazi era in general and their involvement in the Final Solution-in
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particular; .Their treatment of the Holocaust is part of this effort. While, the

“histery-cléansing campaign is clearly discernible in all countries formerly dominated by

‘ fhe_. Third Reich, it is particularly intense in Croatia and Romania --the two countries

that tried to "solve’ the Jewish question on their own terms even before the Nazis

laurichied their "Final Solution™ program. -

_ In‘this book Randolph Braham described theése events in Romania and attempts to

 discuss-the falsehoods. spread by the distorters and deniers of: the Holocaust in that

‘country. He. begins:by 'describing ‘the .anti-Jewish.- politics -of. the. Romanian- regimes
since 1937, The book then turns to-the reaction to the Holecaust during the immediate
postwar’ period -and-its treatment during the Communist :era stating that “revisionist”
teinterpretation -of the Holocaust in-Romania began -during .the: nationalist-socialist

regime of dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. The uncorroborated wartimeé accounts of réscue

across the Hungarian-Romanian border are described and analyzed and provide details
. Gn the two.-main: proponents -of the: exaggerated. rescue’claims and commonality of
interests that bound Dr. Moshe Carmilly-Weinberger, the former; Chief:Rabbi of the

~small. Neolog- Jewish community -of Kolozsvar (Cluj in' Romanian) and- Dr. Raoul

Sorban,: a painter and art histosian associated with.the University; of Bucharest, with

tegard.to those -claims. Braham then deals with the drive. for: t;he- identification -of

~§0rbanas_a. Righteous Among- the Nations -and' the background of Yad Vashem's
- controversial decision, :demonstrating that it reflected a deviation'from the standards
" generally employed in other cases. The book later details the strategies pursued. by the

. two leading ‘protagonists and their supporters to achieve their différent yet intertwined

personal objectives. It also details the personal-rewards-and the nationalists’: political

windfalls associated with Sorban’s recognition-as a Righteous Among the Nations, The

book ::concludes : with an ~overview -of - the dangers - represented - by the ' sundry

history-cleansers-and comments on the current situation-with regard to- the furthering

of historical memory and historical truth. : -

IB.



54

Hungary
Dav:d Cesarani (ed.); Genocide and Rescue The Holocaust in Hungary 1944, Oxford
and New York: Berg, 1997 vii+ 220p.-:

Why didn't the Hungarian Jews do more 10 resist the "Final Solution"? Why didn't-the
Ailies bomb the gas chambers at Auschwitz? Why did the Allies sabotage schemes to
save the Jews? in this prevocative book, historians from Hungary. Israel, Britain and
‘ ‘the United States examine one-of the tragedies of World. War I1 - the deportation and
murder of 435,000 Hungarian Jews: during the last months:of the war.when German
military and diplomatic. power:was on tlie wane. Could Jews in the West have. done
more to help, or were they "prisoners" of civil servants.and potiticians in“‘Whitehall-and
the US State Department? Drawing:on new sources, leaders scholars such:as'Randolph
Braham, Yehuda Don, Richard Bieitman: Shlomo - Aronsen, - Funy Kushrer,. Yehuda
Bauer, Dina Porat, Robert: Rozett,-Attilz Pok and the late Asher-Cohen address these
- controversial i issues-and shed new light.on: a central theme in understanding the history
of the Holocaust. ;
dB.

Andrew- Handler .and .Susan V. Meschel (eds.)..Red.Star, Blue Star: The Lives and

Times of ]'emsh Students in Communist Hungary,New York: Columbia U:P,. 1997,
x+224p.

‘Red Star, Blue Star is-a compilation of narratives  written By- adults who: were Jewish
‘children- and adolescents in: Hungary during: the Holocaust and up :to-F948 when-it
became a Soviet satellite. Soon thereafter all walks of life were politicized‘_-and-society
was tumed upside down with the €ommunists promoting the welfare and interests of
- workers ;and-peasaﬂt_s -and making -anyoné: who- did not fit the mold into.an outcast.
Being a Jew in a Cormunist country meant being out of sight:but not out:of mind. It
often meant being branded with a hyphen: pro-Zionist, pro-imperialist; pro-bourgeoise,
pro-cosmopolitan an_d pro-capitalist s well as anti-democratic, anti-Communist,
anti-worker and anti-peasant; The contributors of this book recall their lives from the
end of the Holocaust through the first years of Communist Hungary and describe their

reaction to the new forms of discrimination which they were forced to-endure.

3 ‘ 1B.

55

TheRightecus Among the Nations

~Marek Halter, Stories of Deliverance: Speaking with Men and Women Who Rescued

Jews from the Holocaust Chicago and La Salle, - Illinois: Open Court. 1997, xvi
+304p

=Wl_1‘en:Marek‘Halter was five years old, he-and his family fied from the-'Warsaw Ghetto
with the’ help--6f two Polish Catholics. - Fifty three years:later, how a - distinguished
French writer’ and “social commentator, . Halter returned to-Warsaw, -and from' there
‘went on & quest across Europe, seeking out and interviewing gentiles who had'risked

the:r own lives to save the lives of Jews in Nazi occupied Europe. -

Fr_c_)mhi5_research with Holocaust survivors, Halter developed a list of "the Just™ -
those who, according to Jewish tradition, must exist in each generation in order to save
& wotld from destriction.” Halter's encoumnters. With"thes'e..ﬁeroeman’d“with those they
'sa\_réd' are described in a series of ittle ‘stories, interspersed with his own mémories and
-ol_:Sen}ations. Thesg "just" men and women range from - obscure peasants to ‘such
.t'a'b'les asformer West German chancelior- Willy Brandt, ‘the' post-Communist leader
‘Lithuania, and-the present Pope: The saterial of this book - also forms the subject of
film directed by Halter Tzedek: The RJghteou 5

© 5 JB.

-Art and ‘the Hologanst -

. Hector Feliciano, The Lost Muséum: The' Nazi ‘Conspiracy to Steal the World's

G&f_eatest Works of Art, New York: Basic Books, 1997, 280p.

“In-this-well tesearched ‘book -Heotor Felicidno reveals the ‘story ‘of ‘the systematic
- pillaging of Jewish owned artwork during World War II;.Betw'eeﬁ 1939°and 1944, the
4 . Nazi occupation of France enabled Germany to confiscate rare works from Jewish art

. p'ollectors and gallery owners. More than 20,000 pieces were sent to Germany, many

bearing the mark "Property of the Third Reich." Some were destined for 2 museum of
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European ari that Hitler planned to create in Austria, others entered the private
collections -of top Nazi dignitaries, or were sold. into- France. and . Switzerland's

flourishing wartime art market.

Feliciano's book focuses on the: private collections: of five families; . Rothschild,
-Rosenberg Bernheim-Jeune, -David-Weill, and Schloss. The fate of these works is
.traced  as they pass through the hands of top German officials, unscrupulous art
dealers, and unwitting auction liouses: such-as Christies,-and Sotheby's. Feliciano paints
a-vivid picture of a concealed international: art trade with. links. in. France.. Germany.,
Switzerland, Great - Britain, - the. former. Soviet. Union,: and - the United . States -
disclosures that have provoked an ongoing debatein Europe.” ., -’ . i«
- 1B,

Gender . dv T T A e el

Ute Danie, The-War from Within: German Working-Class Women in the- First World
War, Oxford and New York: Berg, 1997, xii+343p.-

This “book; - written -by ::a :professor -of -history- at -the . Technical : University - at :

Braunscliwe_ig, looks.-at the: First - World. - War : from ' the - perspective - of - German
working-class women, providing an.insight into their later - behavior  during, the

-inter-war period. The author demonstrates the intimate connection between "general"

" social history and women's. history while analyzing -the dynamics between these -

different levels of interpretation. Among the questions posed are how women ‘viewed
the war and whom did they hold responsible. for #? How did military leaders and

politicians perceivé women at wark, in-the home; and on the streets?

Daniel's book explores the ways in which the women themselves interpreted their
world and their-lives - a.perspective often neglected by historians but one becoming
increasingly relevant in-history today. ...

‘ ' ' B
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Elizabeth D. Heinemar, What Difference Does a Husbz_md Make?: Women and Marital

Steitus in-Nazi- and Postwar Germany, Berkeley: University of California Press. 1999,
374pi

- Iri*October ‘1946, seven. million'more woinen than men lived in 'occupied Germany. .In

_ thig ‘study of unwed, divorced, widowed, and' married women at wotk and at home

‘across thre¢ “political regimes; .Elizabeth Heirieman traces-the transitions' from early
National Socialism-through the war and .on to the consolidation of democracy in: the

west and comimunism in the east.

Based on thorough and extensive research in German nationial and: regional archives as

well a5 inthe archives of the American occupying forces, this book argues that marital
. ‘status can define women's position and experience as surely as race, gender, sexual

- orientation, and class. Heineman finds that, while the war made the experience of

single wornen a dramatic one, state activity was equally important. As a result, West

. German -women continued - to be defined in large ‘part by their marital status. In
- “conirast, by the time-of reunification, marital status had become far less significant in
" theslives‘of East German woinen,

vone--broad, -comprehensive -sweep; - Elizabeth - Heineman':compares- prewar and

- -postwar, East:and. West, lived experience: and public:policy. The analytical insights
- -enrich: our understanding of the history of women in modern Geritiany and the-role of

. marital status in twentieth century life worldwide.

J.B.

Dagma.r. C.G. Lorenz, Keepers of the. Motherland: - German Texts by Jewish Women

. Writers, Lincoln and London: University of Nebraska-Press, 1997 xxii+402

Lorenz!s-book is an analysis ‘of ten periods during which German-speaking Jewish and

E Jewish-identified women writers created new-textual ?traditions:\a;'hich cany better ‘help

us-understand their affinities of identity. From the pre-emancipatory Glikl of Hamelin

to- post-Holocaust Ruth Klueger, Lorenz describes and analyﬁed issues such as
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nationalistic concerns; the .presence of. an:.autheritative- female . voice ..and- the.
siéﬂiﬁcance of maternal relationships.. ‘Dominant female -characters,. matriarchal
stmcﬁlres, and- close female-female relationships evoke a feminine realm.. an
intercultural and multi-lingual motherland, in thé works of authors as diverse as Else
La_xsker-.Schuele.r, Gertrud Kolmar; Nelly’ Sachs, ‘Rose Auslaender, and Katja Behrens..
So.do Jewish women's autobiographies that tend to highlight women's concerns: Other.
issues analyzed are the commemorationof the Ashkenazic motherland and the Yiddish
mother tongue and later the memory of the destroyed European-Jewish-culture.

J.B.

Brana Gurewitsch (ed.), Mothers, Sisters, Resisters: Oral Histories of Women Who
Survived the Holocaust, Tuscaloosa and London: The. University of ‘Alabama Press;
1998, 396p. .

-

This book is a ‘compilation of interviews with women who survived. the-Holocaust.

Divided ‘into three sub-sections-each -dealing with one of the:author's:definitions: of
women,. the -book -provides .an interesting example of including women's -voices. in.

Holocaust narratives. The section on "mothers" show how mothers faced the challenge:

of role reversal in varying s_ituaﬁons_.with' differing degrees of success: The interviews

are arfanged in an order that reflects anvincreasing degree of danger to-miothers and. '
children, from escape from:occupied territory, to internment, to hiding in:more or less: E

protected  circumstances, to-the experiences of mothers:and. children in. concentration:

camps.

The section on “sisters" reflect the experiences of women who were siblings or who

created sisterly relationships -during the Holocaust. The interviews.are arranged in

order of tﬁeir‘approximation- of the progression. of: Holocaust history, beginning, with-

those who found safe refuge, followed by those who hid in more or less protected

circumstances, arranged in.ascending order of the dangers they confronted, and ending:

with-those who: were.cauglhit: in the ultimate Nazi trip, the concentration camp system

designed: to kill them. .
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" The interviews in -the section entitled "resisters” are.:also arranged in an orderthat

reflecis :an: ascending degree -of danger, from non-Jewish women resisting within -a
‘more supportive environment to Jewish women resisting in the Auschwitz death camp.
' JB.

Esther. Fuchs (ed:);:-Women and the Holocaust: Narrative and. Représentation (Studies
inithé:Shoah Vol XXIT) Lanhan: University Press of America, 1999, .143p.

Studies in the Shoa is a refereed academic series focusing on the central issues of
human-fife; meaning, and consciousness in .the post-Holocaust world. ‘With volumes

writtert by scholars who represent a variety. of disciplines and refigious: orientations, the

series -addresses -historical,’ ‘literary, -pedagogical, philosophical,. and theolagical

" concerns..

Womenin the. Holocaust is-volume XXII in the Studies in-the Shoah series. Consisting

.- of eleven essays written by a distinguished. group of contributing scholars, the volume
- istedited by Esther Fuchs, Associate Professor of Hebrew _Liter_atuﬁe at the University
._: of ‘Arizona in Tucson. Several of the essays deal with issues of reproduction and
sexuahty such as.that-of Amy Elman on Lesbians and the Holocaust and-of Katharina
._. von Kellenbach on Reproduction and Resistance during the Holocaust. Others address:
individual figures such as the issue of Edith Stein (Zev Garber) or the writings of Nelly
._ Sachs. (Erlis- Glass: Wichersham). licsistance' and ‘Heroism :(Lawrence. Baron; Esther

- Buchs) are yet .another issue: which is focused -upon in-this slim. volume. Fir_tallyrthere

-are-selections from Holocaust survivor -memoirs. such as:Margaret Engel and Zila Fuks
and:a survey of Recent Books on Female Jewish Writers and Artists of the Holocaust: -

1B,

8. Lillian Kremer, Women's Holocaust Writing; Memory and 'Imagi-nation, Lincoln and
London: University.of Nebraska Press, 1999, 278p. -

Women's Holocaust Writing, the first book- of literary: criticism devoted to- American
Holocaust writing: by and about women, extends:Holocaust.and: literary-studies. by

‘examining women's artistic representations of female Holocaust experiences. Beyond
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racial ‘persecution, women suffered gender-related oppression:and. coped. with. the "I’ Creéatirig . GI Jane, Leisa Meyer traces the roots of a cultural anxiety at the core of

concéntration camp universe‘in ways consistent with their prewar gender socialization. ‘the “Ameri¢an’ psyche, pr;’widi‘ng‘- the historical . perspective needed to understand- the
Through close, -insightful ‘ reading of fiction S. Lillian- Kremer “explores ‘Holocaust  ‘controversies still surrounding the gendered military.: Drawing upon a rich-array of
. Tepresentations in works. distinguished by the power of their fiterary expression and g ‘Sources including oral histories, army papers; congressional hearings, cartoons, and
attention -to 'Wwomen's di{rerse .experiences. -She draws upon history, . psychology, @ditorials;-Meyer -paints 'a portrait'-‘bf-the. experiences .of women ;soldiers—against, the
women's studies, literary:analysis, and interview with authors to compare writings by backdrop of strife'and apportunity during the war years. In this powerful book, Meyer

eyewitnesses working from -memory: with- that - by. remote . "Wwitriesses -through e . also deals with the military women's attitudes to the Folocaust, as participants in the
imagination.". struggle against fascism: :
While acknowledging shared themes in male and female Holocaust writing, Kremer “The book ‘chroniclesthe efforts of the female WAC administration to counter public
focuses on the distinctive. ordeals -and résponses ‘of women in: the Holocaust-as-given
voice by Cynthia Ogzick, Tlona Karmel, . Elzbieta Eitinger, Hana ‘Demetz,. Susan:

Fromberg Schaeffer, Norma Rbsen, and Marge Piercy. Their nationally, culturally, and

tonitroversy by controlling the type of women recruited and regulating servicewemen's
behavior. ‘Reflecting - and - reinforcing - contemporary: sexual stereotypes, the WAC
_Mniétfa’tion recruited the most "respectable” ‘white middle-class: women, limited:the
socially distinct characters emergeé ‘as complex figures capable of great courage, tiamber -of women of color, and screened’ against lesbian enfistment. : As: Meyer
discipline, and will a they:bond -and form surrogate- families - to :resist the- racist and -demonstrates, the military establishment also upheld. current:sex.and race o¢cupational
sexist assault of the Nazi universe, segregation, assuring the public that- women were in the military toido "women's work"
:LB: ~ Sithiiy ’i.t;*:--a.ndz resistingAfrican-American women's protests against their relegation to
" imenial fabor =©

Leisa D. Meyer;: Creating (GI -Jane: Sexuality :and: Power in the Women's: Army:Corps:

Dunng.-W.o'rldiWar‘II; New York: Columbia, 1996, x+260p. - - Vet Creating -GT--Jane is-also “the’ story..of how,: in spite of a -palpable:climate of

oo : - fépression, ‘many ‘women: seized opportunities in-the early' ‘WAC: For -example,
The recruitment and enlistment. of teris of thousands of wonﬁen.-in.the Women's Army Afncam—Amencan women and men worked togethér in.demanding; civil rights. den'.ving
.Corps (WAC) during World War I provoked. an unprecedented national-debate about’ from military service. In her analysis Meyer offers evidence that ithese struggles had
the appropriate duties, rights, and behavior of male-and female citizens during wartime.  lasting effects on larger civil rights movements that emerged duﬁné the postwar years.
Would women's feminine characteristics make them unable to-participate productively ST 3 : : s

in the military? Or .did. their success at becoming good soldiers mean that the Army

LB,

either attracted. "mannish” women, or made them so? Would women have power -over Genocide and Gypsies
men in the military;-and. if 5o, would this revolutionize gender relations in the «civilian. BEEE : :

and domestic spheres? Perhaps most controversial, would female soldiers. behave: sies in ‘Austria;-Tuscaloosa and London:

Erika-Thurner, ‘Nitional Socialism .and’

sexually like men -- or would the male military leave them:-unprotected, the victims of - University of Alabama Press, 1998, 218p. :
male-soldiers? Half a century-later, the same.debate:still rages. as’ Americans contifiue T . S . . | _ :
their struggle to:reconcile the concept'of "woman" with that of "soldier". - Originally published in-German, Erika Thurner's book is the ground-breaking study:of

Nazi ‘policy -toward Gypsies "during the. Third ‘Reich, -As noted-in the ' foreword,

[ ———
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although Jews- were: the major target. of -the Nazis, .others.. were..also. marked .for '_"s'b'onic reveals that the internment of families on- a massive and definitive scale took

" extermination. iv various-areas.. Indeed ‘of the -groups’ targeted by the Nazis..Thurner p]ace very early on, at the initiative of the local authorities, long ‘before explicit. orders

claims that only Jews and Gypsies-were Killed -indiscriminately and tribally.: that is..-by from the top imposed this policy. The process leadmg to deportatlon and extermination
the gassing of entire fasily groups of men, women.. and: children.Of the. eleven is ikewise cxplored:
thousandx.G&'psie's living in Austria at the start of the- war.-only three thousand.survived

While the international nature of the contributions to. this book provides.an overview.

is nonetheless not an-exhaustive region by region account of the extérmination of the

Gypsy-people:-as the collection is intended for. school use the ;a_ufthor_s' decided that the

Nazi persecution.

In the first English translation of this work, Thumer investigates .the .Camps. of
SMU@ and Lackenback, the two central areas of Gypsy persecution in Austria. Two
factors- made Thumer's research: especially.difficdt: The Roma.and: Sinti-have more-of
an- oral tradition. than &-written-one,. and -scholarship; on the plight . ofrthe--.;Gypsies__i_s
sparse. Though: painstaking - research,  Thurner. has been  able: 10 ; piece together

fragments from Nazi documents,: srecolléctions.of victims, accounts:of bystanders and

mast effective-approach was to start with concrete situations illustrating each stage in
the processes- of exclusion and elimination suffered by the victims of the Third Reich.

¢ book's: aim ‘therefore ‘was: to assist in giving students a ‘broad ‘understanding of

" 1B
* other.eyewitnesses; and formal records to:present:her account. The result is a2 volume

that -enhanc}es our understanding of the Gypsies' experiences during this period.. ; - e 0 sies During. the

e RUTTIRECR NS : _BQIMI' Hertfordshire: Gypsy- Research Centre and. the University of

The vc.)lume‘a]so:focus.eS: on broader- aspects of the Gypsies' ordeals:; the _ideological Hertferdshlre Press, 1999, 220p:

foundations and legl ordinances regarding Gypsies, the discrimination and persecution : SR | ,

in Burgenland as a‘whole, the transports:from Austria to Lodz and Chelmno, and the gihtinuii]g': the: Interface Coilection on the history ‘of the Gypsies; this-volume deals

"medicai" ‘experiments.. This English tratislation has-.aiso. been expanded,: with-a new #the'persecution of the Romanies and Sinti by.Germany and:its fascist allies i the

study of Camp Salzburg,. an updated bibliography, and numerous photagraphs which ‘cupied-and allied countries during thie Second: World War, Thg selection -of tapics in
were: not included in the German edifion, - ;_thisr.,volume,- as in-its:‘predecessor; aims to illustrate ithe policies of internment,

1B. deportation and murder in-depth. . o e :
Karola Fings, Herbert Heuss, Frank Sparing, From "Race Science" to the Camps: The
gi'gp. sies during fhe-r Second World War 1, Hertfordshire: Gypsy Research Centre and
the University of Hertfordshire Press, 1997, 136p. SN TN NS L

A:new. generation ‘of historians from Europe have for the first time written: articles
:co'n(‘:eming their-own' countries. Separate chapters focus on Austria, Bulgaria, the

Czech lands, France, Ttaly, the Soviet Union and Romania. Tﬂe latter has benefited

- froin- more - detailed and . accurate information becoming: available - after the fall of

“This first volume in.a series focuses on Nazi anti-Gypsy policies and their background, : President’ Ceausescu, providing a clearer analysis of the mass. ‘deportations that
principles, and effects: internment, deportation extermination.: Previously-unexplored " otcnired.
archival ‘matefial presented here cast the question of internment and other situations

imposed on the Gypsy people in a new light: for example; the internment of Gypsies in - Reading through the accounts in this volume reveals -&--contrastiné picture of the:events

special camps within:Germany has remained largely unrecognized until-the present day’ - inzthe .different lands. A-chronological table: has been:included ‘to show hiow: the
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persecution of ‘Gypsies. fits-into the: overall history:of the National: Socialist era‘in
Europe. . : :

- 1B.

The Yishuv and the State of Israe} -

.Neima Barzel, Sacrificed. Unredeemed: The Encounter between- the Leaders-of the-

Ghetto Fighters and the Israeli Society (Heb.), Jerusalem: The Zionist Library-and Yad

Ya'ari, 1998, 325p.

What happened to the leaders of the ghetto uprisings after their arrival in.Israel? What
role did the play in the cultural and political development of their new country? Neima
Barzel's fascinating study of the interaction between the ghetto: fighters and Israeli
society conce.ntrates_ upon féuf-léadiﬁg' figures -of the ghetto uprisings dqﬁng the
" Holocaust: .Abba_ Kovner, Yitzhak Zuckerman and his; wife Zivia Lubetkin_: and Haika

Grossman..hﬂtiaﬂy Barzel.recounts their. activitiés duting the Holocaust. theii political

affiliation and. their hopes -and goals upon reaching Israel.” iri the: second:- part-of the'

book she charts their early-interaction with-the political parties,- kibbutz movements

and. general society which absorbed them; later she continues the ‘story: throughout: thé

“ 1950% tc; “see ‘what role-each-one” of them eventually ‘played in: their: kibbutz;their:
political movement, and in commemorating. the Holocaust: Barzel ‘concludes thai-enly:
during the 1970's when Israeli society was:mare able to:deal with'the Holocaust, could:

each of these figures take their place as "survivor", something which had been:their-

original identity and the factor which she sees as having limited their integration into

Israeli society.’

-3B.:

Michael Brown, The Israeli-American Connection: Its Roots in the Yishuy 1914-1945
Detroit::Wayne State University Press, 1996, 396p. -

The alliance between Israel and the United States required careful nurtisring over a

considerable period of time:to-evolve into: the:warm and intimate association-of the late -

twentieth: centiry:..In: the: years ‘between the two world war, & crucial time in the.

65

Hé\}‘elopment;of the framework: for. statehood and of the framework for statehood and

of: the'new Hebrew-speaking society, the Israeli foundation of the relationship.:with

America was officially laid; as the United States emerged as the only likely politicé! and

financial patron of Zionism.

~To realize and capitalize upen this potential, however, and to gain broad acceptance

" for-an American connection in the Yishuv, required careful cultivation of many links by

the leaders of a community which had deep: ambivalence about America. By the end of

.'the%zWa'r,{ six ‘outstanding leaders-had succeeded in-weaving_ an intricate and- essential

network of ties to America:that bound the two countries .¢cloger i in the areas of:labor,

ﬁnance ‘business;. politics, public health and medicine, - education. social welfare,

it_eratui'e, and journalism:

es¢:connections were particularly relevant. duriiig the Second World ':War when the
¥ishuv was cut.off from Europe-and dependent ‘upon Zionist support from the United
S_jtaites;e:-'[-‘he; chapters-about Jabotinsky, Golda Meir and Ben-Gurion are - particularly

elevant in this context.

"~ 1B,

Amos Elon, ‘A Blood-Dimmed Tlde Dlsgatches from ‘the Mlddle East,: New York:
3 lumbia UP, 1997, 332p.

“Elon's book, published in.the aftermath of the 1996 Israeli elections and the fall of the
‘Labor government, is a critical inquiry into the nature of conte‘m;pbrary Israeli politics
“and--its Zionist ideology. The volume, which includes journalistic contributions

~published. by Elon over a period of almost-thirty years, ‘concentrates-on both Israeli
identity and Arab-Israeli relations.

: Several of the essays refer to the role of the: Holocaust in shaping ‘Israefi 1dent1ty one
_of the factors -which has interested - historians “and sociologists - dealing: with
-c,_omemporary israeli society. Touching upon the sacred cows of Isracli society, Elon

has:provided the:reader ‘with. a-comprehensive and-coherent Jiterary: portrayal- of the
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changing -attitudes’ towards-the Holocaust- during the- Jlatter: half of-the. twentieth : policymakers viewed autheritarian regimes as the only vehicies for maintaining political

'_ stability and encouraging economic growth in various nations. Expediency - overcame

~century. _ .
: . ideology, he says, and the United States gained useful — albeit brutal and corrupt -

‘1B.
- llies-who supported American policies and ‘p'rovided:a favorable-atmosphere for U.S.
Zvi Tzameret and Hannah Yablonka (eds.), The First Decade 1948-1958 (Heb.), Idan, - trade::

-'Jerusalem Yad Ben Zvi, 1997, 372p.

L : e One.of the interesting chapters in- the .book is entitled -"from accommodation -to
The first-decade of Israel - 1948;1'958;:was the formative period in the history-of the appeasement to war" and deals with the Roosevelt Administration and Fascism in

State of Israel: A new beginning whose:conflicis and solutions sill influence the State : Eump_e. Probing United States: policy: towards Spain-and later lalian fascism under

of Israel until today. ‘This compilation:of essays.regarding various aspect sof 1sraeli - ‘Mussolini, ‘to shows how Germany's aggression. provided room for. questioning the
history during this formative decade include several articles.dealing with Isracli. society whole basis for previous ideas and whether-American interests were actually served by
and the Holocaust, particuladly the attitude towards Holocaust survivors (Hannah suppotting - such regimes. The four years of fighting ultimately opened up . the
Yablonka) and the national debate over-German reparations which tore Israeli. society '

- apart {(Neima-Berzel). Yad-?itzﬁak?Benlzﬁ's "Idan" series, in.the framewark of which

discussion to a broad range of opinion, however with the emergence of the Cold War.
tie:U.S. would reverse course and return to the policy of inteﬁyar_years, Schmitz's
this-compiliztionwa's_:.published; is also.planning a follow-up -volume ‘dea}ing with'the ij:.details this process up to the time of the Vietnam war; providing historians and
'second "decade of the. State -which'w.i]_l-also focus: upon the ‘Eichmann trial and:its “political scientists with a fascinating overview of the moral and political decisions

impact upon Israeli society. - \'gfrhic_h shaped: American government policy during the twentieth-century.

1.B. IB.

The Uzﬁtéd'States . Arthur-A.: ‘Goren,: The Politics and Public Culture of American Jeivs, ‘Bloomington and

Indianapolis: Indiana UP, 1999, 274p.

David F. Schmitz, Thank God They're On Qur Side: The United .States .and
. Right-Wing Dictators’ﬁips, 1921-1965; Chapel Hill and :London: University-of North
Carolina Press, 1999, 383p..

Arthur. A Goren's lucid and accessible essays, ranging over nearly a century of lewish
-‘communal :life, examine the ways in-which American Jewsvgra:ppled with issues of

.groupisurvival in an open-and. accepting, society.- With-the focusé-on Jewish strategies
Despite  its: avowed commitment to liberalism and democracy . internationally, - the ;'f_'ot_ maintaining 'a collective. identity while participating: fully in American society and
United Stale;s has frequently chosen to back repressive or authoritarian regimes in parts pubkic life, Goren explores how immigrants fashioned a Jewish public culture from the

of the world. In this comprehensive examination of American support of right-wing traditions and secular ideologies they brought with -ther‘"'ﬁ—orn Europe.

dictatorships, -David. Schmitz: challenges-the convention that the democratic impulse

has consistently motivated U.S. foreign-policy. - Individual chapters. treat celebrations and demonstrations, incluci_ing--prét‘est marches,

: CQMemorat_ions.,qf. historical events, -political tampaigns,: and “public: funerals: of
Compelled-by a persistent concern for order and.influenced-by. a-paternalistic racism famous:people; that came to serve as civic: rituals of affirmation;and: self:definition in

that characterized non-Westem peoples as vulnerable to radical ideas, U:S. “the:early: 1900’s.. Turning to issues in the:secondiha]f—of-the'centfury,-Goren_ cornsiders
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the unifying commitment. Of Amenca.n Jews to. ensuring Israel's security and: 1o striving . G[imsz-:kDOWledge - orlack of knowledge -- about the fate that awaited them in Naxi

fora plurahsuc America. afids; survival: strategies, women's experience of the Holocaust, the Nazi practice of

lacing - prisoners in charge of their fellow inmates, and the . liberatars' postwar
Among the important ‘issues which -Goren covers. is American Jewish. political- and 'réénnent of freed concentration camp inmates.

public attitude to the Holocaust and their post-war response to the destruction:.of

: European Jewry. Here he draws on a plethora of sources, connecting this response to : In an introduction Donald Niewyk describes this extraordinary interviewing prOJect

the attitude towards the Zionist movement and later the State of Israel.. - and traces the .overwhelming - obstacles. Boder faced. in finding an audience-for . the

umvor. narratives. During his lifetime, Boder succeeded. in publishing-only. a handful

In'the center .of each of Gorén‘s*“essays stands a monumental question.-which is in-thé f the interviews, and since his death in 1961 his work has been largely forgotten, The

eyes ‘of many -the fundamental qguestion facing:American Jewry :at. the ‘endof the arratlves postwar neglect, says Niewyk, reflected a nearly universal desire to-put the
twentieth century, as.at its start:how.to ensure Jewish survival.-within :American trocmes of World War II behind.

freedom. 1.B.

= LB

. iy (,f!‘fercns"pa_n1 On Listening. to Holocaust Sumvivors: Recounting and: Life History
D‘%_ms laced Persons and Survivors .- estport, €t. and London : Praeger, 1988, xx+199p.
Donald L. Niewyk; Eresh Wounds: Early Narratives of Holocaust Survival::Chapel Hill
and London: University of North Carolina, 1998, 414p.

ow; t'o-.Ho_laust ‘survivors find words- and voice for: their memories of terror and
! :Thiszbook_‘_;..presentsr;-striking new insights into- the. procdess of ‘recounting the
caust.- While: other studies: have been: based, typically-onisingle ‘interviews- with
Evel'y.s'tl'ldent of the Holocaust knows the: crucial impertance:of survivors'-festimoaies. ors; . this. work - summarizes . twenty - years _of. the ~author's “interviews and
in reconstructing the crime. Most such accounts, however, were recorded: years o ' N

even decades after the end.of World War IL. The survivor narratives that make up this

fe-interviews with the same: core-group. In this boak,-thereforé,’ survivors' recounting
approached not as one-time "testimony™ but as arr ongoing deépe‘nin'g conversation. .

N volume, in.contrast, were- gathered immediately after thg- war. | In-1946; Russian-bomn . :

. American psychologist David P. Boder interviewed 109 victims of Nazi persecution.- istening to survivors so intensively, we hear much that we have not heard before. We

the majority ‘of them. Jews -~ in."Displaced Persons™: camps across Europe. The 36 learn, for: example, how survivors ‘perceive. us; their - listeners, . and the impact: of

!isteﬁers on -what survivors do, in fact, retell. We meet the survivors themselves -as

distinct individuals, each with his or her specific style and voice: As we directly follow

accounts collectéd; hiere possess.an immediacy and authenticity ‘that.might otherwise. be

questioned in memoirs penned long after the events they detail. -

 their., efforts to recount, we see how Holocaust memories challenge their words even

These interviews encompass survivors from Poland, Lithuania, Germany, France, ‘now - burdening survivors' speech, and -sometimes. fully .consuming it. "It is not a

Slovakia, and Hungary, ranging'in age from their eatly teens to.theirseventies. Their:  story", ‘insisted one survivor about his memories. "It has to be made a story.” Henry

able stori¢s. shed light on-such controversial subjects as: relations between Jews . Greenspan shows us the ways survivors do "make stories™ for the "not-story" th
remarkable stories g j Ber : Ty they

and -neighbors-.er: strangers -who extended or withheld - aid; opportunities-for- and: . remember. Just as important, he shows us the ways they are not able to do so.

obstacles ‘to: Jewish- resistance;. the:behavior ‘and- attitudes: of the" pel‘]:;‘etrators, “thie:
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On Listening to Holocaust: Survivors will be of particular interest to those-who want.to

‘know . more aboit-how human destruction is endured; and in the aftermath,. how?it.is
remembered and retoid.

< 1B:

. David ‘'W. Weiss, - Reluctant_Retumm: A -Survivor's : Journey-to an _Austrian - Town,
Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana UP, 1999; 189p. - '

In-August 1938, eleven year: old David W. Weiss; together withhis. parents'and his '

sister, escaped from his native: Austria. Their dramatic: train’ride to freedom:was aided -

by the older brother of a schoolmate, a Nazi militiaman who was employed by the

Austrian railway system. For ﬁﬁy six years, Weiss, an eminent biomedical scientist first

in the Umted States and then in'srael; heida. degp and abldmg erimity for everything

Austrian: and German. -When he was persuaded by the sincerity of a-small Christian
commumty in his hometown of Wiener Neustadt to journey there in 1995 together
with other former Jewish residents for.a "Week of Retum", Weiss experienced a rush-a
clashifig emotiofis. How; ‘within-the context of Jewish history and personal Jewish
commitment, was. it possible to integratei the searing meriories of collective evil-with
the extralérdinary:human bond that he had begun to-form with individual. Austrian then
and:women? This book is-‘the gripping account of what Weiss,.a Professor Emeritus of
Immunology and: founder. and former- Director of the-Lautenberg Center for General
ha'md Tumon Jmmunology ‘at Hadassah Medical Scheool, at' the Hebrew
University, experienced during those days. This is the story of the remarkable Christian
group:that bro'ughj:Ait- about,-and of the visit's surprising echoes and consequences.. .«

1B

71

Ieﬁ"reyHerf, Divided- Memory: - Thie Nazi: Past_in-the Two Germianys, Cambridge.

Mass. and London, Eng.: Harvard UP, 1997, 527p.

What ha's Germany made-of its: Nazi' past? A.new look at-the legacy: of the Nazi

regime;-this-book exposes the: workings of past beliefs and politifcal interests in how -
é:n‘d[ghbw. differently - the two Germanys have recailed'the_-crimes of Nazism, from the
antl-Na.zz emigration.of the’ 1930's through the establishment of a day of remembrance
for'the victims of Nationat Sociafism in 1996. -

Wﬁy;; Jeffrey Herf asks, would German politicians raise the specter of crimes-at all, in
view.of the considerable depth and breadth of support that the Nazis. held during their
ga'ﬂ Why «did:the public memory of Nazi anti-Jewish persecution and the Holocaust
,erge' if: selectively; - in" West - Germany, yet was. . repressed  and: marginalized . in
fascls * Fast Germany? Any how do the. po!mcs ofleft and right come into- play
thig divided memoty? The answer reveal the surprising relationship between how the
Himes: of-Nazism:were publicly. recalled:and how East and West Germany separately
ved.a- Communist dictatorship and a liberal -demoéracy. This book points-to the
_pac_t';bf-'the Cold -War. confrontation: in ‘both-West and :East Gcrmany on the:public

emory of anti-Jewish persecution and the Holocaust.

_ dﬁfﬁd'—r-Adenauér- Theodor Heuss;: Kurt Schumacher.” Willy. Brandt, ‘Richard von
' elzsaecker, -and Helmut Kohl:in the West and Walter Ulbncht Wilhelm Pieck, Otto .
Grotewohl, Paul Merker, and Erich Honnecker in the East are among the..many
: ional figures whose private and public papers and statements Herf examines. His
W‘or_k'makes the Germany memory of Nazism - suppressed on the one hand and

éel__ecti\i'e “on: thig: other, from Nuremberg -to_Bitburg ;= comprehensible within the

historical:context: of the ideologies and experiences:of pre:1945 German and European
: _h:story as well as within the international context of shifting alliances from World War
) 10. the Cold War. Drawing on West German and recently 'opened East German
archwes, this book:i is & s1gmﬁcant contnbutlon ‘to- the history! of belief that shaped
pubhc memory of Germany s recent past, -
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Wolfgang Schivelbusch, In A Cold Crater.” Cultural_and Inteflectual ‘Life~in Berlin: ermany. Most histories. of the prosecution of war criminals from World War 1 focus
olfgang Schivelbuscl : g ; } :
1945-1948, Berkeley, Los -Anggles, London:.-University ‘of -Californiz - Press, 1998,

230p.

f:these trials:and the punishment meted out to the leaders. of the Axis powers. But, as

:Arieh Kochavi notes, the issue of punishing war criminals was widely discussed by, the

eaders;of the; Allied national well before the end of the war. In this book, Kochavi

Although th three conspicuous cultures of Berlin in the twentieth century: — Weimar, demonstrates *that. the policies finally adopted, .including . the institution of the
Ithou e the . 1 - . . - !

Nazi gd Cold War - are well documented; little is known -about. the years between uremberg trials, represented the culmination of a complicated proeess rooted in. the
azi, and Cold War -- are d; Ttk :

the £all of the Third Reich ‘and thie. beginning of the Cold War. In a Cold Crater is the

history:of this volatile postwar moment, when the.capital of the world's most recently: -

domestic and international politics of the war years. ..

. . R . Brawing:: on..extensive . research -in -both the US..and . British . archives. . Kochavi
defeated public enemy assumed great emotional and symbolic meaning -

_ _ : atnstalungly reconstrucis.the prevailing attitudes and constraints.that prevented a joint
policy. on-war crimes from being adopied by the Allies during the war :and shows how

; p_mderatmns.rof Realpolitik dominated the thinking in both Washington and London.

This is a‘story not 'of major intellectual and cultural achievements-(for-there ‘were none

inr those years)- but of enormous hopes-and-plans that failed: It is the:story of the once: &
dan Bt 111 tsia, -torn apart by Nazism and “exile, “how: estraces-the development of such Nuremberg Charter.innovations as the notion .of
famous volcano- erim - mte gen sia, . - . . .. Lo
. j:fther Those who had stayed:in-Beriin in 193 3 crawled out'of ressive war, the prosecution of -organizations, ex-post facto legislation, the charge
re-encoun etmg one . L ; . N . .
the rubble, while many of the exiles returned with the Allied armies, as: members of the' : 7_sp1ra.cy to. co-mmzt c.i‘lmcsj and he concept of cn@es aga-unst humanity -- which
va.t;ious: cultural andre-educational “units. All of -them - were " eager:to rebuild- a cluded crimes against Axis nationals, many of them Jewish atizens.,
neo-Weimar republic ‘of letters,’ arts.: and. thought.: Some “were .hi_g‘hly qualified ‘and. ) : S : : S -
‘contrast to earlier works, this.book also examines. the foles of the, Polish.and Czech
mments in exile, the Soviets, and the United Nations War Crimes-Commission in

: formulation of :a joint policy on war crimes, as, well.as the neutral governments

serious. '.Many were classic: opportunists.. A few. came ' close 1o ‘being’ clowis. After :
three years, of "catnival™, recreated by Schivelbusch in all'its sound afid’ fury, they “were
driven from the stage ‘by the Cold War.: ' T

stand:.on. the question of asylum for war criminals. This account thereby sheds new

As Berlin.once again-becomes the. German ‘capital, Schivelbusch's masterful- cultural - " on one of the most important-and.less understood aspects.of Waorld War 11

' th historical importance and ‘Contempotar] 1B,
history appears t0:be a document"of both historical- importanceand ‘contemparary -
relevance. : ' ’ T e :
JB.. f& -Postwar EasternFurope =
Geoffrey: Swain and Nigel Swain, Eastern Europe since 1945;:New York: St.-Martins,
2nd.ed-1998. (first edition 1993), 265p.

Arieh J. Kéchavi, Prelude to Nuremberg: Alfied War Crimes Policy and the Question:
of Punishment, Chapel Hill and London: University 'of North Carafina Press, 1998,
- :Substantially expanded and 'fe\'iséd.to include the momentous. changes that have taken
Between November '1945 and October' 1946;: the International Mﬁﬁtary Tribunal i place since the. first. edition, in.this: new edition  Geoffrey. and Nigei Swain have
Nuremberg tried some of the most notorious political and military figures of Nazi abandoned their specialized research fields, Yugoslavia and Hungary respectively; to

: wnte a comprehensive history of Eastern Europe after the Holocaust. The story starts
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a6l Berenbaum afid-Abrahaim :J .- Peck: (eds);:
the ~Disputed._and i the Reexanuned* liomrungton .and

“with’the’ieuphoria-of Tiberation in- ¥

cornmumsts for-an ‘end: foithe!

unpOsed ‘his “own ‘veision ‘of social and“economlc develapment cin every*eoum:
EaStem Europe (especna.lly Yuigoslaviay: ; throlighi-a pehcy rof<ifials; terrory: and
centralized planfing - Wi‘th Stalin's: deathidn:195% and denunciationin’ :

becomes ‘thiit of the’ attempts figst o reform’ communisti, theri tareverthro', :

toral Museum; 1998, 836p:

oliitne-of seope and'depth ‘presentlythe: results of fivéidecades of 'ischolarship on

ﬁnally to struggie free of its ghosts olocaust by the woild's most eminent: vesearchérs: Approdching: the Shoah:from

e _pomts of Wiew: hlstonans dnd s.moioglsts political scnentlsts and theologiars;

- With several Central Eumpean«istalies jmmn th : "éqhékarsﬂnd— psychologists-disclose the insights yielded: by thelrimvestlgatlons
hxstoncal coritext inwhich; $ince the collapse of the Soviet! Emp:fe, ‘East wing ‘out of ‘the inaujgural comference of the United -States Holoc;aust.. Memorial

those:where: democt 's“Riesearch Institute, the book’defines- the state of knowledge . about :the

- sitself increasinglydivided: nto ‘two blocs:;

avist'a Ralf centm'y after the event. -
I apters probe such topics-as Nazn politics; racla! ideology; ;leadershlp and
the phaseSJ ‘of - 'the Ho]ocaus’t “from’ zdeﬁmtlon  tot expropriation,
ot deportatlen, ‘anid thie deathi camps;? Jewtsh leadershnp fand: res'lsfaince;-i?the
ne=iimpadf of the:

- Niorks ColumblaUP -]999—"186p_ i S A R ‘on’'survivors: “A reflection of the wide: rangmg contnbuttons oﬁprtjfé;ss'i‘onﬁl‘s"

dik s dedlcated ‘to" an - examination” of the- ‘still-glowing eﬁ\bgrs'-of ~the

v Frorr: the- Wansee:" ofference:iof: January 1942+ o’ the! 15W§"m3t:'ﬂl0wed‘ AtV “Holocarist and Histon pm\ndes & penetratmg urvey bE:whal-tesearch’

dstogoi v

governmental - digcrimnination” ’agamst Jews, ‘the :stripping* : of: thieir' cm] nghts

. establishment:-6f phietios: throughout Eastern: Fiiropé;-the cté@ﬁ‘r,ug £ o JE
S a'ﬁ_d the development of an efficient system of extermination.. Tlie Holocaust details the. , it
- events, individuals,-and. ‘decisions that deterrmned the fate of, mllhons Thls ‘volime, ]’oseph Epstem and Phlllp Rosen, MMMM Bib canks

~written hy ‘one- of Gemlanys leadmg Holocaust scholary:’ “triakes: anii $14101
contribution by brmgmg the German perspective to this hortific chapter in hlstory T
. -book:brings the: reads ﬁrst-hand accounts; of the ictims;
: and-the: Gypsies: persecuted m; Sum and-Roma. durmg the Seoond W

- :--_if, ‘:

. folocaist:: 'pfévi'd'es © readers - withy factual: - and - statistical
: j _
. chronicles the persecutions through these haunting voices and images with rem nd-atts as s compilation'of the pecple anid' terms that-afe esseéritial foi''an
- senigibility” He: exanunes»how -anitisémitisni-‘evelved it v genocide; latinchi ding sof the: Holocatist.: “qnits 20007 entriés: it-profiles nfa}or personahtws,

; ple really kiiew: dunng thig _ncentratmn anidk death "canps;  citles” and ’f'countnes dnd: nSlgmﬁcant evenis:

i-:dlscussmn-oi}what:th_e:Germa

cluded ‘afe importanit:terins: translated:from* Germam French, Pohshj Yiddlsh
i :

The: HolocauSt -and: 'Hlstm_y 'T.He._ -

anapblis';iﬁlndiaha- UP: published in-association with the United. States Holocaust -
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and twelve other languages. Biographical entries give. a. brief history,. the persons

significance, and their historical context. -

Geograpl:lical ‘entries pinpoint exact locations using other cities or countries .as
landmarks, and give the number of Jewish inhabitants before Nazi-occupation, and the
ﬁercentage of Jews: -.killed. Historical” background ,is::provided. for such.events as

Kristalinacht and the Warsaw. Ghetto uprising and entries’ on-concentration and_death

camps, give details on the nationalities iaterned, each-campls specific location, and its

history. s
0 - LB.
Ron Rosenbaum, Laining Hitler: The Search for the Origins of His.Evil, .Ncw;_Y_ork:
Random House, 1998, 544p. . .

When I-lit]el‘;s war ended in 1945, the war over Hifler - who he really was, what gave
birth to-his unique-evil - had just begun, Half a century later we know that Hitler didn't

escape from the Berlin bunker, but - in ways both frightening and profound - Hitler has: -

managed to-escape explanation.

Fierce be;tiles .still .rag,e among historians, psychologists, philosophers, -and:theologians

over the meaning of Hitler. Explaining-Hitler is an expedition-into the ‘war-zone-of
Hitler theories by Ron Rosenbaum, a writer acclaimed for investigating the -elusive

r\:lysterics that haunt and provoke us.

More than ten years ago Rosenbaum.began exploring some unresolved. controversies
ov;ar Hitler's: psyche; -his" ancestry; his sexuality, the origin of -his" anti-Semitism:
Rosenbéﬁm embarked on an investigative odyssey that took him: from Vienna ‘and

Munich- to London, Paris, -and Jerusalem, searching for answers in neglected -archives;

in the: fading memories -of - heroic anti-Hitler journalists- of .the- Weimar:era, and.in’
dramatic face-to-face encounters Sith-some of the controversial explainers of our era,-
ranging form' Alan Bullock and: Hugh Trevor-Roper to Daniel Goldhagen, George:

Steiner, Claude Lanzmann, David Irving and Yehuda Bauer.. .
o IB.

Rachel :Feldhay Brenner, Writin
-_.-Holocaust dith . Stein, Simone Weil, Anne Frank..E
©.PA: Penn State UP, 1997, 216p. - :

7

Holocaust Representstion

--Matthew Baigell,- Jewish-American_ Artists and the Holocaust, New Brunswick, N.J.
.and London: Rutgers, 1997, xi+139p.

fJ,ewish themes-in.American art were not very. visible until: the last two decades,
4lthough many famous twentieth-century aitists and.critics were and are Jewish. Few
artists responded openly to the Holocaust until -the 1960's. when. it finally began to act
as--a-. galvanizing .-force, allowing Yewish-American attists to express their Jewish
identity. in their “-r.ork. .

Matthew Ba_igeﬂ, a professor in the Department of Art History at Rutgers University.,
éw,l':fl:unswick and'a. speciafist- in American art,. describes how: artists. initially
deflected.their responses by using abstract forms or by invoking biblical and traditional
figures. and :then:in. more recent decades. confronted  directly Holocaust imagery and

memory He traces the development of artistic work from the late 1930's to: the present

moving study -of a long overlooked topic in the history of American-art.-Baigell
es: and .makes vivid-the crucial issues surrounding -this - difficult subject. ‘and

veals.important work relating to the Holocaust by well-known atists as well as new

material by less famous ones. This text. synthesizes Holocaust writihg and American art

story.and extracts the personal issues that have compelled:Jewisﬁ artists to plumb an

~undeniably profound subject.

JB.

Hiilesurﬁ), :University Park,

. Inthis moving account of the life, work, and ethics of four Jewish women intellectuals
« in the world of the Holocaust, Rachel Feldhay'-Brenner‘exploresé the ways in which

these women sought to maintain their faith in humanity while aware of intensifying
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" destruction. -She argues that through. their wﬁtten‘ responses of -autobiographical -
self-assertion Edith' Stein, Simone Weil, Anne Frank and Etty Hillesum resisted the

Nazi terror in ways that defy its horrifying dehumanization.

Persotial identity crises engendéred the intellectual-spiritual acts-of autobiographical
self-searching for each of these women. About to become a nun in 1933, Edith Stein
_ embarked on her autobiography.as a daughter of a Jewish family. Fleeing France and
deportation i 1942 Simone ‘Weil examined her inner struggle with' faith and the
Chi-.lrcil in her! "Spiritual Autobiography". Hiding for more than two years in the attic;
Anne Frank poignantly confided in-her-diary about her efforts to become & better
persen. Having volunteered:2s a social worker in Westeﬁ::ork, Etty Hillesum: searched
her soul for iove in the reality of terror. In-each case, autobiographical writing becomes

an act of defidnce that asserts humanity in a dehumanized/dehumanizing world.

By focusing on the four women's accomplishments ‘as’ intellectuals; writers,. and -

thinker, Brenner's ‘account ‘liberates them: other posthumous treatments »that - depict-

themi as symbols of altruism; sanctity; and victimization. Her approach also: elucidates’ -
the particular prediciment of Western Jewish intellectuals who trusted the ideals of the
Enlightenment-and ‘believed in human fellowship. While suffering the terror of phiysical®
annihilation decreed by the Fifial' Solution, these ‘women had 10 contend - with their-

exclusion from the world that they considered theirs. On-yet another level, this study of *

four extraordinary ‘life stories: contributes-to a deeper ‘understanding of the postwar

deﬁe‘lopm’enﬁ of ethical, theological and ferinist thought: lon showing. concern about &

world that had ceased to care for them, Stein, Weil, Frank, and Hillesum demonstrated -

that the meaning of human existence consisted in the responsibility for the other, in the

protection of the suffering God, in the primary value of relatedness through empathy.

Arguing that their ethical tenets anticipated the thoughit. of such postwar- thinkers ds’
Levinas, Fackeriheim, Tillich, Arendt arid Nodding, Brenner proposes that the breakup:
of the humanist tradition of the Enlighténment: in the Holocaust' engendered ' the™

. postwar exploration of humanist potential in self-giving to the other. - -

.-Ernst -vanAlphen; Caught by History: Holocaust. Effects in.-Contemporary - Art,
Literature, and Theory, Stanford: Stanford:UP, 1997, 233p; .. .

I the face of strong moral and aesthetic pressure to.deal with.the Holocaust in strictly
'hi;torical. and- documentary modes, ithis book discusses why.and: how. reenactment of
thé Holocaust in’ art and -imaginative-literature- can be successful in simultaneoasly

presenting, analyzing, and working through this apocalyptic moment in haman history;

In pursuing his-argument, the author explores such diverse materials and themes as the
testimonies of Holocaust survivors, the works of gt_lch:‘a.rtists,and weiters as Charlotte
Salomon, Christian Boltanski, and Armando; and the question of what it means‘.torjive
i a house built by a Jew who was later transported to the death camps. He shows that

Teepactment, as an artistic project,.also functions as.a critical strategy, one that,.unfike

storical, methods requiring a mediator, speaks directly o us and fures us into. the

G

are then placed in the position of experiencing-and, being sthe sr.,'lbject_s‘. of Lthz.n .
history. . We are there, and- history. is present - but not quite. A confrontation with
ism:-or: - with. the . Holocaust bymeans of‘ a reenactment-takes pl#g - within-- the
esentatlonal srealm; of art. Our-access. to- this. past. is: no: longer mediated- by the
unt; of 2. witness, by a narrator, by the eye of a photographer.. We do not.respond
re-presentation: of the historical event, but 1o a presentation. or. performance.of.it,
jd our- response -is. direct or first-hand in a different. way: That different- way: of
ceping in touch” is the subject of inquiry-that propels this study.

~J.B.

arry May and Jerome Kohn (eds.), Hannah Arendt: Twenty Years Later, Cambridge,
as.and London: MIT Press, 1997, 384p. . . - |

Hannah. Arendt was- one. of the'most important. political-philosophers of our century.
. twenty years after her death, this collection of fifteen essays brings her-work into
alogue - with those philosophical views:that are at center stage today -- in:critical

eory, communitarianism, virtue theory, and feminism.
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"Wkich Jews weré driven from the ghetto:to: the railway ‘station.where, more than fifty
€ats ago,: they-waited the night; beaten and: bmtahzed before bemg ﬁnally shipped: off
“to'the death camps. of Sobiborand Belzec: ‘ SRTOEEe - 2

The contribitors to this volunie havé located in Arendt's work a variety of new ways
to understand current debates in political ‘philosophy and ethics, questions. coricerning -
the concepts of self and world; and issues of gender and identity. Arendt enjoyed the . :
role of a controveiﬁial-tlﬁhker, and it is only with the passage of time that we can now ‘ . o _
terweaving the day to day experiences of the group with his knowledge of European

hear what her very controversiality often prevented being heard when:she wrote. - _ dee
; . . : : ewish history and the personal memories -of Holocaust survivors and victims, Gilbert

- An extensive bibliography of work on Arendtin English is included-as an appendix. ™ @ws on digries; letters,-and memoirs, many ‘of which are' revedled here for the first

IB. _txin‘e: Their journey also inciudes stops in Berlin, at the site of the 1933 Nazi book

urhing; -the raitway line to Auschwitz; Oskar Schindler's factory in Cracow, Poland;
the.memorial site‘in Treblinka: More than fifty maps tracing the group's route and

Martin Gilbert, Elolocaust Journey: - Traveling in Search of the: Past-New York
a R selection on photographs add an-interesting visual dimension‘to’the story:

Columbia UP, 1997 xvi+480p.

| | 1B,
Tn 1996 historian Martin Gilbert was asked by a group of his graduate students to'leaid ‘ SR : C T L I UL P L R O Y
them on a tour c:»f the places in’ Enrope that were the setting*for one of humanity’s (jﬁb'ﬁft'fSklopt (ed.), The Theatre. of the Holocaust_vol: 2, Madison: - University.of

darkest moments. This travel narrative is the-culmination of their two-week jourey - 'isconstm Press, 1999, 407p.

Gilbert arid --his'tl;aveling companions; including a Polish Jew who had survived:both ecorid: volume: of. the Theatre -of the Holocaust, is a -continuation’ of Robeit

the Piotrkow ghétto’and several slave labor camps, and the curators ‘of a Gérma ,__§0t5=5‘.:-~'a1.?tenipt ‘tox:present:the: 'readei W‘th ? sugmﬁcant and:comprehersive
‘national Holocaust exhibit - émbatk from London's Waterloo' station where' the' lon national collection of plays on the Holocaust. Sinice the appearance of volume I-in
spire, standing aiméng the wreckage of pre-war Christ: Church, foreshadows: thei theatre 'and Holocaust: shidies have undergotjl'e: astonishing transfomlafions. In
introduction to the Nazi ¢atastrophe. Although the group sets out each day to-trace thi g2+ 8kloot presents ‘six Holocaust' plays -acknowledging' ‘the’ most recent

eatrical forms inour’ postmodem age. -

events of the Holocaust; their journey is as mauch an’exploration of the vibrarit: Jéivis
culture that once penﬁeat‘ed-’these'towns and villages as it is'a dirge‘fdr";hGSe'iwh" T oo e T )

iwolume includes:: Camp Comedy by Roy Kift, the story of the noted actor Kuit:
rron, who was ordered by the Nazis to make 4 propaganda film of a: “concentration
j' p" it order to deceive the Red Cross; The Survivor and the Translator by Leerny
a:performance art piece about the playwright's prandmothier, a concentration
ampiiSurvivor; - Preanis: of “Anne- Frank: by.-Bemard Kops; ‘on itht:--‘-‘tr‘u)s'tE famous

perished there. From the death camps of Germany to the ghostly: shtetls of Poland.

Gilbert and his travelers share their thoughts and impressions, giving voice to’ thei
struggles to make sense of this tragedy. '

Gilbert juxtaposes the histories 'of certuriés-old Jewish communities in* Poland

Germany, and Slovakia with the individual stories form the ghettos and camps - tale eaiist vietim who uses her.extraordinary imagination to-free herself from her sttic
: ) o’ through dreams of surrealistic -wonder; The Model . Apartment by Dcmald

lies, the tragicomic journey of two elderly Holocaust survivors whose search for

of resistance, escape; and-terror. In Zomosc; Poland, for example; in ‘what was: th
ceitter of the bustling Jewish quarter, Gilbert identifies an‘impressive brick building th:
ntenied retirement ends unhappily in.a Florida condominium; The Portage to San

once was & synagogue. ‘Passing the same building, the group follows the route’ by . i
- SR ' Cristobal of AH. by George Steiner, adapted for the stage by Christopher Hampton,
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the controversial pc}liticahlu-‘il-ler- that im_agi_nes_-thediscovery of Adolf Hitler, at 1age-.90 i _
in-the Brazilian jungle; and HLLD. (Hess' Is Dead) by Howard Brenton, .a dramatic - : ,JChjcago andLondon Umversnty of, Chlcago Press. 1998..292p. .
encounter with the_; modern . ghosts that haunt Europe and challenge the truth. of its : RS . o S ) §
past. One of the more gruesome and tragic records in the. hlstory of the twcntleth century .
are;the photographs: taken at-the liberation of the concentration camps in: Germany:.

“World ‘War 1. -Our memory of the Holoeaust:has been. shaped: by ‘_:t_hese images,

1B
Michael Taub (ed. and intro.), Israeli Holocaust Drama, Syracuse: Syracuse UP, 1‘596. nid:they: are- seared-into our ool]ecﬁve consciousness as =brutal-evidén¢e- of- the-atroéity :
332p. ' ' ' war and the evil: of which humanity is capable: Barbie- Zehzer revea.ls :the .unique
lgmﬁcance of the concentration camp photographs while: bemg mindful - of Leon
This first English.anthology of Israeli-Holocaust-drama makes available five important iseltier’s call to be strangers to these i images. "I we. are not strangers”, he wrote, "if

Israeli dramatic -wcSr.ks, focu'sing on the more controversial préducftions of the-last twi names of the killers, and the: places.of the-killing and the numbers: of:the killed Aall.

decades. Indeed, the Israeli theatre has produced a number of plays dealing with th ly-from’ our tongues, then we are not remembering to.remember, but remembering .

Holocaust during the 1980°s and 1990’s and this book surveys and explains several o forget." Zelizer:shows how the photographs have become: the basis.of our memory
them . _ s _ R the Holocaust and how they have affected our presentations and perceptions of
: ' oritemporary history's subsequent atrocities.
Although it once relied on a repertoire drawn largely from other countries, the - ot ST T e T RN
en'iembering to Forget examines the intersection of photography. -and - mesmory

inning with the role these i images played in legmnumng photographs as journahsm )

fledgling Israeli stage is.coming into-its own;. and a hearry generation.of native writet:
makes this. volume a welcome tradition to what has been a- dearth of. contempors
Hebrew drama available in English. -

ito sthe ‘Holocaust; news téporters pnmanly told their stories: in.-words, using:

graphs-almost, as:an:afterthought, When the camps. were . liberated, - however;

This - collection. brings - together for the first time the dramatic responsés -to :th g aiistszand;:reporters-tunied,to-phntography to bear witness to the unspeakable and.
escribable - scenes. of the :dead- and dying.. Through- this process, Zelizer BIgUeS, ;

graphs earned a new legitimacy- as-tools-of reporting. Since that time, the use of .

Holocaust form two generations of Israeli playwrights: Leah.-Goldberg; . Aharon
Megged,.and Ben Zion Tomer, the last two of whom survived the Holocaust and
settled in Israel after the war. Their:plays .-_éxpléyre survival issues and-the concepts- o Q_Gl.ty ‘photos!has fallerr inito-patterns -~ or-waves of i memory.as Zelizer names-them
' etérmined: by, the different roles that-the photos occupy in the public. imagination. .,

r_;rshqw_s liow-aninitial period of high attention, lasting until the end of the 1940' ..

heroism and of gobd and evil in a-candid, straightforward manner. ., - .-
Motti Lerner and Joshua Sabol are the children of Holocaust survivors. Written some ollowed by a. relative amnesia ("forgetting to. remember")’ persisting until the
forty years after the events, their plays question: the conventionadl netion of heroism, o Most recetly, she argues, the photographs have served renewed and intensive
; y-owork: (* temembering: to.remember”). - The: author demonstrates - how - the

s-have a:life-cycle of their own,. with an.ebb. and flow throughout the twentieth .-

geod and evil, and the more ambiguous moral issues.of collaboration and the_ fatlure to

resist.




Zelizer also considers how. these images have affected conterporary- photojournalism;
_ The inages -of Nazi latrocities -- the neat Tows of ‘bodiés, the’ haunted: faces :behind
barbed- wire -- are e;ﬁhoed in the photos taken, for example, in Bosﬁia, Rwénda, and
Cambodia. This echo can have negative éﬂ'e‘(:ts: the recycling of images can.dull our'
responses to’ th'em: and ' underrhine’ their immediacy.  The .concentration ‘camp . !
photographs are’ semiinal -in -our understanding of war atrocity from World War 11 to: 1960'5, We are veering away from it by mcreasmgiy opting for the comfort provided: by
. the present day, and the’ femembering :(and ‘the forgetting)- of - these “atrocities ‘are these- myths In Krakow tourists now visit the street where Steven Splelberg filmed the
inextricable linked td photography. -~ " _ S e g1rl in, the red dress. At the Washington memorial museum. mteract:ve role-playing
Impressive in its range ‘and depth and illustrated with more ‘than 60 photographs; -8hoah and will remember the myth and the commemoration but not the event itself. :
Remenibering to Foiget is 2 history of contemporary photojoui‘nalism.: a chronicle _of le’s book belongs to a grdwing number of studies dealing. -with: Holocaust
these unforgettable photographs ‘and a fascmaxmg study of how collective:memory is resentation from the extremely critical standpoint, preseﬁting themselves as broad’
forged and changed R veys but instead dealing with only a minute portion of the topic. -~ .. . . -

B

Tim Cole, Images of the Holocaust; The Myth of the 'Shoah Business', ‘London:
Duckworth, 1999, 214p.- - - - '

From & position of éﬁ'ective-ignorance after the Second World War,-the -Holocaust has
taken center stage in the modern world, Why was this silence followed by. intense
interest? In this provocative book, Tim Cole argues that every period ‘and place-has
created its own myth of the Nazi atrocities. Using-the memory of the historical event 4s
a means rather than an end; distorted-and competing images were created in"Europe;
Israel and the United States. However, in spite of the fact that the author claims to dedl
with images of the Holocaust throughout: Europe, in fact he deals only with-a small
part of western European representation. Similarly, his survey of the Israeli scene
equally lacking in dépth. :

Cole’s premise is equallly. provocative. Trying to infuse ‘comfort” through® myths, he: on.of accountability leave room for ethical questions related to thinking and

claims that anessential aspect. of the past was lost: from a desexualised Americanized ng about these events? How.can we stage the dual machinery.of fascist ldeology
Anne Frank, the Israeli propaganda surrounding the Eichmann trial, to the moder ‘tlsemmsm‘? How. does gender matter in relation to depicting the Holocaust; .and
commercialism of Schindler's List, refigious colonialism at Auschwitz, and the might- Jewish- Feminism- evolve ‘in- relation to . this history? Which' forms ‘best:

press both the injury-and the injustice to ‘bodies in genocide? How do U.S-
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Holocaust Museunfls put Holocaust history into public discourse and how can these _ _
museum spaces sefve as sited for the performance of witness by spectators? : Some of the stories mcluded here are by lntematmnatly accleumed authors, Others may
' - 1B -:be tiew: to many readers. When Night Fell is a:fitting: memonal ;1o the horrors  of
' _ genoc:de puttmg eloquent voice to human endurance that is-almost bevond words. -

David G. Roskies, The Jewish Search for a Usable Past. ‘Bloomington: and :

Indianapolis: Indiana UP, 1999, 217p.

J.B.

David G. Roskies argues here that the past must die before it can be made to live again
in the present, Instead of viewing the modern- Jewish experience.as a series of seismic _
beaks, he uncovers the many Jewish-memory sites that were structured precisely. froni locaust Education ™

a prior and profound sense of loss.

Taking the reader on a tour of these sites, Roskies explores the symbolic landscape o
an Old World shtetl, milk canisters crammed with documents that chronicle the -
cafastrophe of the Warsaw ghetto; a gallery of rabbis and zaddikim who are realt
rebels in disguise; a repertory of parodic songs; a failed revolution recast into 'an Henor
Row of magnificent tombstones; and a Holy Land where the search for sacred space:i
led by those least likely ever to find it. The creativity with which Jews have coped - wit
loss and catastrophe in modern times is revealed in this spirit‘e&-accoﬁntl. i
- IB _hglous educatlon Thjs teachmg aid: mcludes an: hlstorlcal ovennew .of . the
_ _ . 'olocaust key a.rchwa] material thh helpﬁ.:l 1ntroductmns a range of readmg.

Linda Schermer Raphaél: and Mark Lee Rephael (eds.), Wﬁen"Ni‘ght ‘Fell: -An fisa
Anthology of Holé)c_aust Short Stories, Rutgers: New Brunswick, 1999, 301p.- . *

‘oflgenoclde @ reference sectlon contmmng brief blographles of Icey figures. and a
ltissary rcjaf essential- terms, " useful rewew-— of .the..hls_tpnogmphy. (_)f Holocaust
Both survivors of the Holocaust and -those-who were not there:-agrée that it'i J ’ :
impossible to tell what happened as the Nazi Final Solution was put into effect. No . IB.
writing- can adeqﬁately:imagine'the eoncentration camps, ghettos, and: death” camips

And that is precisely why writers must tell'-- and retell --'what happened there. -

In-this beok the editors. have collected twenty six short stories that teli of the human
toll of the Holocaust on-those. who survived its-horrors, as well as later generation:
touched by its- memory.. The stories are:framed by discussion of the current:debati

about who owns the Holocaust and who is entitled to speak about it.
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Theology.

' Zachary Braiterman, (God) After Auschwitz: Tradition.and Chan e in Post-Holocaust

| . N _ 08 ‘he-history. of the Minsk Ghétto is of undoﬁbted research interest due 16 .2 number of
Jewish Thought, Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton Unlvers;ty Press, 1998, 208p. haractetistics which distinguish it from the other ghettos that:were created by the -

The impact of technology-enhanced mass death in the twentieth century, argues ) Size: A majority of sources have conciuded that more than eighty thousand people
passed through the Minsk Ghetto during it’s existence. In. other words: this-was . <
the largest ghetto in the territory of the “Reichskommissariat Ostland™ ‘the second.
in$ize-after the-Lwéw ghetto-in occupied Soviet territory. (1941 borders). and one:
of the largest in all of Eastern.Europe.: = ;. .., - . | . S e
ength of existence: The ‘majority of ghettos that were created by the Nazis-in . -
“.occupied regions of the Soviet Union (in'the pre-1939 borders).were liquidated - -
within a few months after their formation, The Minsk ghetto was actuall v the only
--"one that survived more than two years, until October 1943, .. - = ... . -
Judenrat: The ghetto’s Jewish leadership-was created in aplace where all the
ewish organizations — poitical, social; religious ~ had been destroyed in'the " : .
ourse:of the 20 years which preceded the.German occupation. From that point of"
riew:it differs radically from the Judenrate which operated-in‘the Polish.and Baltic
‘Resistance: the underground in:the Minsk ghetto was the only one of its kind. The -
‘one-party communist organization was created only three weeks after the ghetto
‘Was:formed (a record time, apparently, in the history of the'Resistance-movement' '
inthe ghiettos)-and was actively-in, operation until its very final-days: Furthermore..
i-a:ceftain period; the underground-de facto controlled-and directed the
udenrat’s work; The moat-'importantfacet?of-itsacﬁ.vity was:described by Y.
uhl: “Over-ten thousand ews.escaped from the Minsk gherfo to the forests to-
join the-partisan:movement. a-record unmatched by any other ghetto in Eastern -
‘Europé: The exodus was organized by the ghetto’s underground which carefully
:planned the. escape'of'every group; providing:it:-with arms, ‘an experienced guide -
and.a specific destination.”— .- . . . cloe e P
The:!‘Reich Jews”. ghetto”: In November 1941 nearly seven thousand Jews were . -
brought toiMinsk from Germany, Austria and €zech [ands-and were settled in
territory that had been “tleansed” of Minsk Jews during the action 'of November-.-
7%194]. Asa result, a.“Reich Jews® ghetto” or “Sondergetto” was created, the
ajority. of whose prisoners:ivere: killed-during subsequent actions: It-should be - -
ioted that.the history of the Minsk ghetto furnishes.an interesting opportunity to -
analyze;the behavior of three different groups of Jews ~ Minsk natives, refugees
m:Poland; and the Central European.JeW5-—'under-‘the:same-‘-circuﬁ:sta'nces. SRS

- Zachary Braiterman, has profoundly affected the future shape of religious thought. In
his provocative book, the. author shows how a number of Jewish theologjans,’_
éxcluding those ﬁém the orthodox and ultra orthodox milliew, faced the memory of’
Auschwitz by rejecting ﬁ_aditionai theodicy, abandoning any attempt to. justify and.
vindicate the relati=0nship between God and catastrophic suffering. The author terms_;?

this rejection antitheodicy, -the refusal to accept that relationship, and..identifies thi

Braiterman assesses.how Jewish intellectuals reinterpret Bible and-Midrash to-re-creat

religious thought for the age after Auschwitz: -

wake of the Holocaust; His work contributes to the:postmodern. turn. in contemporar
Jewish studies and téday‘s--. creative. theology. - However; by excluding those Jewi
thinkers bekonging; to other streams of thought than the liberal and reconstructionist;
the author provides only a. partial and unbalanced picture of the topic which he
attempting to portray, There is no mention of «other, vibrant, Jewish poét-Hoiocaust
thought, such as - those -analyzed by Gershon -Greenberg, Dan Michman, Eliezei
Schﬁdd, Judith Baumel, and others, Consequently, tﬁe book is only a partial survey
the existing information on the topic, and is missing the “other”, equally vibrant side
Jewish post-Holocaust thought. '

thave:riot had access to'the majority of documents from the Soviet. side-
of the Extraordinary State Commission, evidence collected by:the Jewish -
cist Committee; reports-of the partisan units about the: situation in Minsk: etc.)
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as well as from the German side (files of the municipal and regional administration of
Minsk, security organs, testimony of German POW’s) relating to the various aspects
of the Minsk ghetio kept in the Soviet archives. : S : :

Indeed, until the end of the 1980’s only two researchers, Israel scholars D. Cohen and
S. Cholawski studied the history of the Minsk ghetto in detail. and both of them ran..
into the problem of insufficient documentary evidence. Consequently, Cohen and - -
Cholawski’ publications relied mainly on facts cited in Hersh Smolar’s book “From
the Minsk Ghetto”, published in the Soviet Union in 1946, on the oral testimony. of

the ghetto’s former prisoners who emigrated to Isrzel in the 1960°s and 1970"s and on” '

a few memoirs publislied during those years in Israel and in the West. In other words,
their work was based w@pon contradictory and not-always reliable sources. Therefore, -
these historians, who made thorough use of the available information, could not deal

with a whole range of problems, and their conclusions were based to a fair degree on -

assumptions that were sometimes less than convincing.

During the last decade the situation has changed for the better. One of the most
important of these changes is that Western historians now have the opportunity to

familiarize themselves with documentation located.in Soviet archives. In light of these

circumstances, it has become essential to reevaluate the history.of the Minsk ghetto;
to compare the new materials with previously known facts, to evaluate them in proper

historical context, te clarify the picture as a whole, as well as a number-of its.separate -

aspects. Performing those tasks is the goal of this research project. oo C

The discussion begins from the assumption that the specific characteristics of the
ghetto were determinéd in many respects by the pre-war history of Minsk Jewry, by
the changes that it had undergone during the twenty years of the Soviet regime. These
changes are pointed out in the first pages: from the suppression of all the autonomous
Jewish communal, religious and: political activities during the 1920°s until the -~
liquidation of the Jewish-Communist cultural and educational institutions and - - .
physical extermination of many of their representatives during the mid 1930°s, Asa
result, at the time of the German occupation only old people stiil preserved the
memory that Minsk had once been a central Russian-Jewish community, with an

organized adrministraiion and many cultural and religious achievements. The younger:”
generation was well eéducated in the spirit of the communist ideology and for the most -

part was indifferent to its national self-identification.

According to availab],e. statisti'cal: data the Jewish population.of Minsk at.the outbreak
of the German-Soviet war (June 1941) numbered 85,000-90,000 (around ene-third of
the total). Only a small part of the Jews managed to escape from the city in the six

days between the German invasion and the conquest of Minsk. Thousands of people- .-

who had fled and had been overtaken by the speed of the German advance were _
forced to return. Their number-was increased by refilgees from as far west as
Bialystok, as well as by. Jews who-were brought.to Minsk from nearby places. - =
Altogether, 75,000-85,000 people were put behind the ghetto walls (this figure
appears in almost all the early testimonies of thie ghetto survivors). - -~ 2200 -

An ofder for the _eéia;blisﬁfﬂent 0% é, Jeuﬁ'sh Qual_‘ter was issued:by the city Field: - -~ -

. Commandznt on July 25, 1941 (it was preceded by the erders forthe est-ablishrhe_n_{of ‘

the Judenrat, for the yellow badge and for the registration of all the Jewish.
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-, population): The ghetto-area, which did not exceed 2 sq.-km.-At the-initial stage: was

located in the western part of the city. comprising about forty streets with mastly
one-story wooden cottages, and was surrounded by thick rows of barbed wire.

The social st_ratiﬁcation inthe Minsk ghetto.was of 2. very spe.cir.:xl- kind. After twenty
years:of Soviet socia}] and economic policy-the separation into “rich”. and “poor™.
among the ghetto prisoners was conditioned by possession of the “useful” professions

. and the ability to get some quantity of food. - the only factors that might protong

. man” life under those circumstances, Besides the social stratification there was also
the cultural one: between the older generation, that was more traditionally oriented’
and the youngest one;, the product.of the Soviet educational systen; .according to. -

: ts;,vcrai -tnlastimonies,- this difference caused certain tension in the refationships between

Bu, it seems, the most serious source of conflict inside the ghetto society was on
ethnic grounds, that is between the local population and the so-called “westerners”,
refugees from Poland. The newcomers differed not only in their appearance or
qu‘lture,— in many respects they were also more active and showed initiative in daily

- life, and needed no “permission from.above” unlike the Minsk natives, who had spent
. long periods of time under atotalitarian rule. Hence:the promistentrole that the' - -

- “westerners” placed both in the ghetto’s underground and in the collaboratior with the
- Nazis. In spite-of the differences caused by social position; cultural background and
ethz_lic‘origin, the sense of commen:fate brought about a consolidation ofthe ghetto’s

- society.during a critical time,-the growth of group solidarity and even the awakening

- of the national self-consciousness, that had been suppressed for many years: :

- The daily life of the ghetto prisoners is the focus of this work: The information from

the Gennan occupation institutions documentation; used side by side with the

_surw.vor"_s'testimonies,:may help us'te restore in detail its various ‘aspects,' such as

- housing and work conditions, food supplies, medical care and maintenance of public

-, order. The general picture which emerges is horrifying. The ghetto served as one huge
__sla\_.re labor camp. from which the working detachments left every morning for their

‘various stations outside the ghetto walls. Food rations inside the ghetto-were

poradically distributed:and when this occuired they were minimal even in. .

comparison with the itregular supplies-in other:ghettos. Furthermore; since the Nazis. -

ad-confiscated-almost ail the property of the ghetto’s prisoners (up-to clothes and " -

ousehold utensils), this.cut the trade-implements to be used:in obtaining the main

ource of food — barter-trade between the ghetto and the outside world. Living space
lotted foi each person did not exceed. 1'5 sq. m.'‘During the winder of 1941-2 the

evere overcrowding and poor. sanitary conditions. in the ghetto led to the outbreak of
typhus epidemic. Starvation;-cold, diseases, hard work brought tens of people each - -

ay to:their grave: Yo e e L :

urder.of the Jews, singly or in groups, started immediately :following theé occupation -

cal-henchmen;:From the aittimn of 1941 the mass exterminations began. Five large

Altionen were carried out in the Min_slé ghetto: 'on November 7 and:20; 1941; on

ch 2; 1-912,.0n.1u1_.y-28—_3 1,71942 and-en October: 21, 1943 There were-also-a* . .
mber. of minor Aktionen: As tias'been pointed -out by A: Barkai, “Minsk seemsto
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have been the:most homfymg of all’ ghettos in the East — if such compansons can be -
made at all™. ‘ o

A sizable space in this study is dedicated to a discussion of two types of Jewish
leadership in the ghetto —the legal one (the Judenrat) and the illegal one (the: . -
underground organization). :As stated earlier; the Minsk Judenrat, in the way it-was .- :
established and the way:it conducted-itself;.was quite different from the Judenrate in:
the Polish and Baltic-ghettos. In these ghettos in most cases the model of the Jewish' .
council was the pre-war Kehillah, which was organized on the basis of political " -
parties. In Minsk; not only was there no remnant of a Kehillah, but no soviet-Jewish .
organizations existed whose leaders could have served as a core in-establishing the '
Judenrat: Consequently, the Judenrate in the Minsk ghetto was selected direcily by the
occupying power, and this was done completely at random. The manner of organizing
the Judenrat in Minsk, its departments and abor institutions, was in accordance with
Soviet orgamzatmnal pattern. : ‘ .

The people selected by the Germans to serve as a Judenrat with’ Ilya Mushkm as the
first “Elder of the Jews” weré decent men who were truly concerned.about the fate .of

the Jews in the ghetto. Withthis kind of composition, the Jewish:-council received. .-’

favorable recognition from a considerable part of the ghetto population: The.: - -
cooperation-which éxisted during Mushkin’s tenure as chairman between the:-Minsk: -
Judenrat and the Jewish underground in organizing the escape from-the ghétto to.the
forests and in rendering material assistance.to the partisan movement-in the Minsk -
area, is particularly noteworthy. This line of cooperation was contintied in:the days of :
Moshe Yaffe, the second chairman of the: Judenrat, after Mushkin and other trusted - °
members of the underground wlthm the Judenrat were arrested inF ebruary-March
1942, fo - .
The drastic changes in.the nature of the ghetto’s administration occurred after the
large massacre of July 28,:1942. During the second year-of the ghetto’s-existence the -

real power within it was.concentrated in-the hands of Epstein, then the Director of the: -

Employment Office: He created an-administration staffed with his own:menand.a -

special police force for his own purposes. These:men collaborated -with the Germans '+ °

in implementing their policy, they.organized search parties and-kidnappings from th‘e
houses, and handed over the underground members to-the Nazis.'Such a:horrendous -
about-face may be explained partly by the “western” origin of the collaborators who
were aliens in the Mmsk ghetto as well as by thelr cnmmai past R

The pnnmpal qucstlon regardmg the ghetto underground orgamzatlon arises from its
dual nature. It was the communist underground.on-the one hand, and the Jewish: one
on the other hand. Therefore; did these men see themselves first of all as:Soviet.

citizens, whose primary duty was to integrate themselves into the general struggle ¢
against the Nazis, gmded by the communist Party? Or may it be assumed that they
saw their connection to and respensibility. for. the Jewish people as-more 1mportant
than.their ties to the Pa.rty outside the ghetto‘? ; : :

The followmg conclusmn may be denved ﬁ'om the avallab]e data The goals that were:
set at the first meeting of the founders.of the underground in m:d~august 1941 -
characterize them as the faithful communists: arranging for-aniissue of leafléts callmg
on the:soviet people to-fight, establishing contact with the Party mermbers in-the city
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and with-partisan units.in the forest and in prospect of the departure of Jews capable _
of fighting there. By the spring of 1942 the purposes of the underground activity had
been expandéd and in addition. to the struggle against the-invaders, it now included
attemptsto save as many Jews as. possible from extermination and to assist the mass
escape from the ghetto. According to the testimonies-of the members of the . .
underground, they did not see any contradiction between their responsibility for the
_ghetto’s population and their membership in the Pa:ty

The last point discussed in the study is the history of the “Relch Jews ehetto whlch
existed for-two years side by side with the “Russian” ghetto. The testimonies of three
former ghetto prisoners serve as the basis for reconstructing the events. It may be
assumed according to this evidence, that the life and work conditions.of the German
Jews in Minsk did not differ greatly from those of the city’s natives, but for those
used to a Western standard of living. they were quite catastrophic. The main:
characteristics of the co-existence of the two ghettos until the very end may be
described as mutual estrangement and misunderstanding. The language barrier and the
eulftural difféTences were responsible for this lack of relations. -Another factor that fed
the German Jews to disasspciate from their Russian fellow.Jews was rooted in the
bellef that their fate would bé different (“this is for the easterr’ Jews buit not, for us™).
But their end was the same: The German Jews were killed in the major. Aktionen of .
July.1942 and in the fall of 1943; only a few of them were still alive in Minsk when
the: cxtyfwas liberated. : :
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