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“Keshev”

Research of the Holocaust period has developed greatly during the past few years. Various
periodicals and research series serve both the academic community and interested parties,
a fact which leads one to ask what is innovative about this publication whose first issue
is presently in the hands of the reader.
Already at the end of the 1950°s the Bar-Ilan University curriculum included an academic
course on the History of the Jewish People During the Holocaust, a fact singling it out
among {srael’s varions institutions for higher education, none of which offered a similar
course. Prof. Mark Dworzecki who for many years taught the subject at the Bar-Ilan
University, contributed much to deepening Holocaust awareness among both teachers and
students alike, He initiated various projects such as the extensive interviewing of survivors
by students and the organization of annual lectures held in connection with the 10th of
Teveth, the “General Kaddish Day™!. Nevertheless Holocaust research developed slowly
at Bar-Ilan University and was not directed by an official body. Research was carried out
in part by the Institute for Research on Diaspora Jewry headed by Prof. Joseph Walk, and
was dependent, for the rest, upon researcher initiatives. It was only in 1979, through the
generous contributions of several individuals, that the possibility of creating an
interdisciplinary institute of Holocaust research within the university became a reality.
Six years after that Institute’s inception and with the development both of its position and
of various projects being carried out under ifs auspices it is felt that the time is ripe for
issuing a periodical. The publication’s purposes are twofold: a) to describe the activities,
research and others, being carried out within the framework of the Institute of Holocaust
Research in particular and in Bar-Ilan University in general; b) to serve as a focal point
for a specific and worthy field which has not received adequate aitention in general
Holocaust research — that of religious Jewry (in the broad sense} and its problems,?
Although we have set ourselves this double goal it is not to be viewed as an unbendable
framework. We will be happy to contribute towards the development of Holocaust
research in general and this forum is therefore open also to researchers from outside
Bar-Ilan University and to any worthy studies on the Holocaust and its antecedents.
“Qut of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord, Lord hear my voice, let thine ears be
attentive (Heb: “Kashuvot™) to the voice of my supplications” (Psalms 130:1-2). This verse
came to mind when choosing a suitable name for this periodical, as parts of it have already
been used in literature on the Holocaust?. “Keshev” is also the Hebrew acronym of the
lengthy title “Collection of Studies and Sources edited by the Institute of Holocaust
Research at Bar-Ilan University™. )
This issue is a first step, and as in all first steps there is always an element of doubt
regarding its continuation. On the occasion of this journal’s publication Prof. E. Rackman,
the President of Bar-Ilan University wrote us the following:
“We are grateful to the honorable benefactors who enabled our Institution to
devote efforts to research and study inciluded in the mitzvah “Thou shalt not
forget”, T wish to express my special thanks to Mr. Arnold and Mrs. Leona
Finkler who gave their name to our institute of Holocaust research, to Mr.
Abraham and Mrs. Eta Spiegel who established the chair of Helocaust research,
to Rabbi Pynhas Bremner of Venezuela and to the author Elie Wiesel who
enabled us to establish additional chairs bearing their names”.
We wholeheartedly uphold the president’s words. Similarly we hope, that a broad public
will be interested in our activities. Only with the backing from both sides will we have a
solid basis for the continuation of both our activities and “Keshev”,

1. Several of the lectures delivered in this framework were published by the University;
see: M..Eliav (ed.), Studies in the Holocaust Period, Bar-Ilan UP, Ramat-Gan 1979,

2. See D. Michman, “Research on the life of the Religious Community Under Nazi Ruie”,
Historiography of the Holecaust Perfod, Yad Vashem Publications, Jerusalem, 1986
(forthcoming).

3. For example: Rabbi Ephraim Oshri, Responsa “Cut of the Depths™, New York,

1949-1975.

m

International Research Conference on “Religions Jewry and Religious
Thought during and after the Holocaust™

The research of religious Jewry and religious thought has not yet received adequate
attention in Holocaust research. Therefore the Institute of Holocaust research ir
cooperation with “Yad Vashem™ has decided to hold an international conference on thai
topic.

The conference will be held between June 16-19, 1986 and over 40 lecturers from Israe
and abroad will participate. Lectures will be held on the following topics:

a. Basic problems of research

b. Religious Jewry in Germany

c. Religious daily life under Nazi rule

d. Religious leadership

e. Reaction and action in the free world

f. The Surviving Remnant

g. Religious thought and problems of faith during and after the Holocaust.

Interested parties who wish to obtain the complete program of the conference which wil
be published in May, schould contact the Institute of Holocaust Research, Bar-Ilar
University, Ramt-Gan 52100.
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Trends of Unification and Division in Orthodox Jewry in Germany 197
(summary)
Yehuda Ben-Avner

The Hitler regime in Germany created the need for a united Jewish front whic
help the community to resist persecutions. Within orthodox Jewry this nesd cause
discussion, dispute and negotiation. However, the different factions could not eff
work together because of deep differences in their religious outlook, Main P
division were: (1) whether religious Zionism was in accordance with Torah law;

one be a member of an organization which also has irreligious members; (3) can i
a cooperative effort between the religious and irreligious factions of the communi

article deals with these controversies, as expressed in letters and publications of the
of German orthodox J ewry.

The Jewish Council in the Lodz Ghetto (sumimary)
Dan Michman

The Jewish Councit in Lodz was headed by Mordechai Haim Rumkowski, one of t1
controversial leaders of the Holocaust period. This article tries to make a dist
between the moral and the historical evaluation of Rumkowski. First of all ar ou
the development of the German conception of Jewish representation from 1933 unt
is given. Afterwards the background of Rumkowski’s activities is analysed: the ex
of Jewish leadership under Nazi rule he could have used as a guiding lipe - but
were in fact unsuitable; the reasons for kis appointment; and the conditions in th.
ghetto from its inception up to the end (in 1944), Finally the auther focu
Rumkowski’s personality. The conclusion is, that although Rumkowski was a
ambiguons person, this was not something extraordinary in ghetto life. As a leade
as an appointed “head” - he tried to do the maximum to navigate “his” people 1l
the storm, and used for this burpose even morally prohibited methods. When he
failed to save even his own brother from deportation, he drew the conclusion and
the deportation (although he could have saved himself). This fact proves that his be
had stemmed from his strong belief in the correctness of his policies. Thus the
historical verdict has to blame the Germans for creating an impossible situation
drove people like Rumkowski to tty the most negative ways in the hope of gettii
Jewish community through the hell,

Prayers and Fast Days in the Free World During the Holocaust (sumn

Judith Tydor-Baumel
Prayers and fasts were traditional Jewish religious responses to moments of crisis.
the Holocaust this was specially true. Many special prayers were written and sajd anc
were held. fn our research we collected prayers from the Free World, from which on
learn about empathy and identification with the victims of Nazi persecution. We |
37 such prayers, 35 special ones and two traditional with a special status for this p¢
Their origin is from Great Britain, Treland, the United States, Australia, Switzerland
Eretz-Israel. From the viewpoint of the character of the prayers and fasts amgc
information upon which they were founded, the period 1933-1945 should be divided
the following sub-periods: (a) until World War II (1933-1939) with two main waves -
and 1938; (b) the first years of world war H (1939-1942); () the vears when inform:
about the “Final Solution” was available {(1942-1945); (d) the end of the war anc
liberation (1945).

The diverse religious groups and sections within religious Jewry did not coopera
writing joint prayers: even during this terrible period, However, because of the s
traditional prayer formulas a general uniform character of prayers and fast days did ¢
Special events and the main places of danger during this period are reflected in



prayers, although it was.not meant to use prayers as a means of transmitting information.
Main elements in the contents of the prayers were: faith in G°d; the wish for understanding
between peoples; repulsion of war; the hope for ever-lasting peace; request for shelter for
refugees; rehabilitation of those wounded by German bombardments; rest in peace for the
dead; blessings for soldiers and governments of the Allies; and mainly - prayers and
requests for the murdered Jews and for those who were still in danger of persecution.

Although no common prayer existed and no world-wide cooperation among leaders of
the different religious movements was obtained, still the many special prayers and fasts
which were held meant a deep expression of Jewish unity.

“The Influence of Teaching the Holocaust upon the Empathy of Pupils
Towards the Jewish People in their Travail and Towards the Victims of the
Helocaust” (summary)

Hanna Ya’oz and Zecharia Dor-Shav
This is a continuous research project designed to test the empathy of Israelt pupils towards
the Jewish People in their travail - generally through history and particularly towards
Holocaust victims, Studying the Holocaust literature was found effective in increasing the
specific empathy towards Holocaust victims in one group only - girls whose “before” score
was below the median for the total sample. Additional findings show the girls are more
empathic than boys (as also they are more empathic generally) towards the Jewish People
and specially towards victims of the Holocaust, Furthermore, pupils of the religious school
system were more empathic towards Holocaust victims than pupils of the general school
system. Conversely, pupils of the general school system showed more general empathy
than did pupils of the religious schools. Finaily, general empathy and Jewish empathy were
more harmonious (higher positive corelation) among pupils of the religious school system

than among the pupils of the general schools.

“Religiows Life During the Holocanst as Reflected in Memorial Books of
" Jewish Communities” (summary)
Penina Meizlish
Since the end of World War IT, about 1000 books in commemoration of the communities
destroyed by the Nazis (“Yizkor Bicher™) were published. The main purpose of these
books is the perpetuation of the memory of the no longer existing communities. .They
coniain an abundance of material which may be useful to the Holocaust researcher, on
condition that he is aware of the limitations of this literature. Some of the main
limitations are specified in the article. .

In order to learn about religious life during this period, we have ported out and
classified pertinent material from §81 of these books (up till now). The material was
classified under thirteen main subjects:

a.  Praying and observance of festivals by individuals;

b.  Praying and observance of festivals by groups or communities;
¢.  Observance of religious precepts (“mitzwot ma’asiyot™), like ritual slaugthering, ritual
baths etc.;

Rescue of religious objects (books, Torah scrolls ete.);

The attitude of Germans to religious Jews;

Rabbinical responsa;

“Uprisings, escape, partisans, heroic events;

Religious education and studies;

‘Desecration of religious objects;

Faith, conversion;

Religious youth;

Rabbis; )

Original documents;

BT e o

The second part of the article contains & list of the 181 books which were checked by us,
with a specification according to subjects.
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The Institnte of Holocaust Research

A. Personmnel

The Institute of Holocaust Research was founded in 1979 as a result of combining a
number of chairs of Helocaust Research which existed at the University. At it’s inception
Prof. Nathaniel Katzburg, Full Professor in the Department of Jewish History and Bar-Ilan
representative in the advisory commitiee of Yad Vashem, was appointed chairman. In
April 1983 Dr. Dan Michman, Semior Lecturer for the Holocaust period in the
Department of Jewish History, joined the Institute’s staff as coordinator of the projects.
The staff of the Institute consists of two researchers — Mrs. Judith Baumel (Semior
Researcher) and Mrs. Rivka Knoller. Many of the Institutes” projects are carried out in
conjunction with the “Institute for Research on Diaspora Jewry”, founded in the early
70’s and dealing primarily with the history of European Jewry during the 20th century.
On the staff of this Institute are Dr. Yehuda Ben-Avner (German Jewry between the two
World Wars). Dr. Joseph Kamiel (Austrian Jewry between the two World Wars); Mr.
David Farkas. (the correspondence of Rabbi Samson Rafael Hirsch); Mrs. Penina Meizlish
(Polish Jewry during the Holocaust). The two institutes share a library and secretariat
{Sec.: Mrs. Tzippi Berman; Librarian: Mr. Menachem Eldar). In 1983 A division for
“Deepening Holocaust Consciousnees in the Field of Education and Educational
Research™ was opened at the Institute under the direction of Dr. Hanna Yaoz, Senior
Lecturer in the School of Education.

Also connected with the Institute is the “Chair of the Holocaust and its Socio-
Psychological Implications™ held by Prof. Shammai Davidson of the Department of Social.
work and “Shalvata” Hospital. In 1986 our staff will be augmented by Rabbi J. Dushinsky,
former chief Rabbi of Capetown and researcher of the History of Hungarian Jewry. He
will deal with aspects of religious lifé in Hungary during §938-1930.

The Institute of Holocaust Research is interdisciplinary; its board of directors include the
president of the University; the Rector; the Deans of the Faculties of Judaic Studies,
Humanities and Social Sciences; the heads of the departments of Jewish and General
History; the Chairman of the Institute and its coordinator.

B. Projects being carried out in the Institute

The following is a short list and description of the projects presently being carried out in

the Institute of Holocaust Research.

i  Survey of the Information on Religious Life During the Holocaust found in Memorial
Books for Communities — “Yizkor-Bicher” (research began in 1983). This survey
carried out in cooperation with the Institute for Research on Diaspora Jewry, has
been in progress over 2 1/2 years. Some 250 memorial books have been surveyed up
to the present and the material found there has been divided into 13 categories. A
progress report appears in this issue.

2 Card Index of Rabbis and Central Religions Personages Active Dunng the Holocaust
(1984) - This project arose as an outgrowth of the Memorial Book survey. Material
on religious personages was listed in a separate card index; Institute workers were
asked to supply similar material regarding their projects. We hope that within a
reasonable period of time we will be able to create an aid to researchers containing
material on the biography and activities of religious figures during the Holocaust.

3 Religions Life During the Holocaust ~ Information from the Dworzecky Collection
(1985) — In this framework material on religious life was collected from the
testimonies written down by students of the late Prof. Dworzecky, which are to be
found in the Institute. In cases of testimonies of particular value efforis have been
made to locate the interviewees (if still alive) in order to add material to the
testimony. Some 100 testimonies have been checked.

4  Prayers and Lamentations in Memory of Holocaust Victims (During and After the

Vi

Holocaust) (§984) - Prayers and lamentations written under nazi rule and in the free
world during the Holocaust and in the post-Holocaust period have been collected.
The material was found in various publications and through a survey conducted
among Rabbis, and after cataloguing, is now undergoing hlstoncal analysis. The
Institute intends to publish the material.

53 Survey of Religious Thought on thé Holocanst (1984) — The survey registers various
articles dealing with religious thought vis 4 vis the Holocaust. Some 20 periodicals in
both English and Hebrew have been surveyed and it is planned to survey an
additional 25. Ove 160 articles have been photocopied and caialogued.

6  Guide to Archival Material on Religious Jewry Dunng the Holocaust (1977) - In the
framework of this project the archives of major religious institutions in Israel
containing material on religious Jewry during the Holocaust, have been surveved.
They include the Chief Rabbinate, Agudath lsrael, the Mizrachi and the Hapoel
Hamizrachi, the Religious Kibbutz Movement etc. The survey was begun in the
Institute for Research on Diaspora Jewry under the guidance of Prof. Joseph Waik.

. The Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture covered a major portion of the
expenses. Due to personnel changes and illnesses of staff members the material was
dealt with only peripherally for several years. In recent months the volume has been
completed and it will hopefully be published during 1986.

7 Religious Youth Movements During the Holocaust {1985) - The purpose of this project
is to gather material leading to a study of religions youth movements in various
Européan countries during the Holocaust. As a first step we are concentrating upon
Bnei Akiva, Hashomer Hadati and Bachad. Work will be done in stages by country
and by youth movement.

8  Religious Life under Nazi Rule — Stadies and Sources (1983) ~ a book containing six
basic articles and some 150 annotated sources on various aspects of religious life
under nazi rule. The project is in an advanced stage and it is hoped that it will be
completed by 1986,

9  The Weingort Collection (1984} — the Institute received on loan the private archives
of the late. Dr. $, Weingort of Switzerland whoe was active in the rescue of Jews during
thie Holocaust. The material is indexed and catalogued in the Institute and as per the
families request is not open to researchers vet. - .

10 The Influence of Teaching the Holocaust upon the Empathy of Pupils Towards ihe
Jewish Pzople in Their Travail and Towards the Victims of the Holocaust (1982) — A
report on this project appears elsewhere in this issue.

11 Orthedox Jewry in' Germany between the Two World Wars (1980) — This project is

. being carried out under the auspices of the Institute for Research on Diaspora Jewry

_-in conjunction with the Institute of Holocaust Research. As a first stage the major
orthodox-German newspaper, “Der Israelit” of the years 1919-1938 was surveyed.
Later the local communal newspapers (of Warttemburg, Leipzig, Hannover-
Braunschweig) were surveyed. Data were listed and indexed. Methods of registration
and topics will hopefully be published in the second issue of “Keshev”. The materiat
will serve as a basis for a comprehensive survey to be written by Dr. Yehuda
Ben-Avner. Partial results have been inciuded in his article “Trends of Unification
and Division .in Orthodox Jewry in Germany in the years 1934-1935  appearing in
this issue. At present Dr. Ben-Avner is collecting articles and books on Liberal rabbis
in Germany between the two World Wars, and the material will serve as a basis of
a paper to be presented at the Institute’s International Conference.

12 Orthodox Jewry in Austria between the Two World Wars (1985) — This project is
carried out under the auspices af the Institue for Research on Diaspora Jewry in
conjunction with the Institute of Holocaust Research. Up to the present much
material has been collected from the Central Archives for the History of the Jewish
People (Jerusalem), the Archives for Research on Zionism (Beth Hatefutzot, Tel-
Aviv), the National Library {Jerusaiem), the National Library of Austria {Viena), the
Wiener Library (Tel-Aviv University). Similarly 23 persons have been interviewed
and secondary materials have been collecied.

The Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture supports the Institute in carrying ount

projects 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 8 within a joint framework.

™



- C. The Division for Deepening Holocaust Consciousness in the Field of
Education & Educational Research :

The division was created in 1985. Materials for teaching literature about the Holocaust in
High Schools were published and distributed to teachers and students in schools who
participated in the survey conducted by Drs. Yaoz and Dor-Shav {a report of which
appears in this issue). Similarly the Institute hosted a study day on “Teaching Holocaust
Literature in High Schools” attended by literature teachers who had taken part in the
survey. The division has begun interviewing authors towards the goal of publishing an
additionat teaching aid containing interviews with Hebrew authors whe are Holocaust
SUrvivors.

D. The Elie Wiesel Chair of the Holocaust ané its Socio-Psychological
Implications )

The chair is affiliated to the Institute of Holocaust Research and headed by Prof. Shammai
Davidson. Under its auspices a course on the Socio-Pyschological Trauma of the
Holocaust is given at the School for Social Work. Similarly two research projects are going
on: (1) The meaning of life experiences and social suppori in the lives of Holocaust
survivors; {2) The impact of Holocaust impressions on children- and grand-children in
families of Holocaust survivors.

E. Study Days

The Iastitute holds three annual study days.

On the occasion of the 10th of Teveth (the General Kaddish Day), the Institute in
conjunction with the Departments of Jewish and General History and the Division for
Teacher-training, holds an annual study-day for teachers of history and literature. In 1984
the topic was “40 years after the Holocaust” and speakers included Prof. Z. Bacharach,
Prof. M. Breuer, Prof, N. Katzburg, Dr. D. Michman, Dr. H. Yaoz. In 1985 the topic was
“Education and Teaching in Light of the Holocaust” and participants included Prof. J.
Walk, Prof. Z. Bacharach, Prof. M. Schmida, Prof. D: Landau, Dr. D. Michman, Dr. H
Yacz and Dr. A. Morgenstern. i

For the past two years the Institute of Holocaust Research held study days in Adar in
memory of David Asael, one of the leaders of the Mizrachi in Hungary. In the framework
of these study days lectures have been given on Religious Zionist youth movements during
the Holocaust and on the Palestine Office in Budapest during the Holocaust.

For the first time in 1985 a study day in Yiddish was held in conjunction with the Rinna
Costa Chair on the occasion of Holocaust Memorial Day, 27 Nissan. Among the
participants were Prof. D. Noy, Prof. Y. Rothenberg {Brandeis University), the singer
Nehama Lipschitz, Prof. E. Weiner and Dr. D. Michman. In 1986 the study day will be
devoted to the writings of Emmanuel Ringelblum.

F. The Interdepartmental Seminar -

For the past three years the Institute has hosted an interdepartmental seminar for
researchers and advanced students. Among the lectures given were surveys on the situation
of Holocaust research in various disciplines (General History, Jewish History, Psychology
— the second generation, Psychiatry, Jewish Philosophy and Literature). Afterwards more
specific topics such as Treatment of the Holocaust in S.J. Agnon’s writings and Rabbi
Weismandel’s activities during the Holocaust were covered.

G. Publications

The Institute has published the following books & pamphiets:
1} N. Katzburg, Hungary and the Jews, Bar-Ilan UP, Ramat-Gan 1981
2) N. Katzburg (ed.), Pedut - Rescue during the Holocaust: Sources and Stadies, Bar-llan
UP, Ramat-Gan 1984 : '
"3) H Yaoz (ed.), Peetry and Prose on the Holocaust, 1983
4) H. Yaoz, Articles on Holocaust Literature, 1983
5) H. Yaoz, {ed.), Teaching the Holocaust — Poetry, Prose and Plays, 1985

H. The Library

The Institue of Holocaust Research and the Institute for rescarch on Diaspora Jew
a common Library containing over 6.000 volumes. The purpose of the library is -
the Institute’s researchers.

Apart from routine acquisitions which are limited in their scope, there are dona
books from the central university library, the Leo Baeck Institute in Jerusalem anc
donations from Ghetto Fighters House and private contributions.

Coniributors

Dr. Yehuda Ben-Avmer — Researcher at the Institute for Research on Diaspora
member of the joint Israel-German Committee checking the role of Jews and
History in German school books, and the role of Germany in Israeli school
specializes in twentieth century German-Jewish History.

Dr. Dan Michmau ~ Coordinator of the Institute of Holocaust Research and the [
for Research of Diaspora Jewry; Semior lecturer on the Holocaust period
Department of Jewish History, Bar-Iian University; Project Directer for the Devel
pf ﬂ}e course “In Days of Holocaust and Reckoning”, Everyman’s University; spe
in history of the Holocaust pericd and the history of Duich and Belgian Jewry.
Jmi_ith '_I'ydor Baumel - Researcher at the Institute of Holocaust Research, |
University; submitted doctoral dissertation on the “Rescue and Resettlement of the
Refugee Children in the USA 1938-1945" to the Department of History, B
University; head of teaching staff of the course “In Days of Holocaust and Reck
Everyman’s University; specializes in problems of religious life during the Holoea
Dr. Hanna Yaoz — Senior lecturer in the School of Education, Bar-llan University
of the Division for Deepening Holocaust Awareness in the Field of Educati
Educational Research at the Institite of Holocaust Research; Head of the Divis
Research on Literature of the Holocaust and Subsequent Period at the Kurtzweil I
of Bar-Ilan University; specializes in methodics of teaching literature and resea
Holocaust literature. : :

Dr. Zecharia Dor-Shav ~ Sentor Lecturer in (and former Head of) the School of Edu
Bar-llan University; specializes in Social Psychology.

Penlina Meizlish - Researcher at the Institute for Research on Diaspora Jewry, E
University; M.A. degree from the Department of Hebrew Literature, Bar-Ilan Uni
specializes iz the History of Polish Jewry.
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