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SEFER HA-MIDDOT: NEW LIGHT FROM THE
MANUSCRIPTS
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Sefer ha-Middot: Genre, Title and Purpose

Sefer ha-Middot 1s a small, anonymous, late medieval Hebrew book about the
virtues and the vices.! Both virtues and vices were neutrally called middot ha-
nefesh or simply middot in medieval Hebrew. Nefesh in general refers to the
source of animation in any living being,? while middot ha-nefesh indicates
aspects of that source which manifest themselves in visible, quantifiable actions.
In human beings, the virtues and the vices are unseen, inner psychological
dispositions that reveal themselves in human behavior. A book devoted to middot
ha-nefesh studies these dispositions and their effects.

Our book’s title is therefore generic: Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics was
known to medieval Jews as Sefer ha-Middot (“the book of [human]
dispositions”) in Hebrew, as was Averroes’ adaptation of it in his Middle

" Departments of History and Bible, Oranim Academic College of Education.

1 Handwritten copies of Sefer ha-Middot from the 15th and 16th centuries do not name its
author; the first printed edition was also published anonymously. The book’s origin has long
baffled scholars, who have attempted at least to identify when and where its anonymous author
lived. Most of this effort is based on a passage found in one of its chapters, Sha ‘ar ha-Torah,
where the author describes a decline in Torah study (to a contemporaneous form of pilpul) in
the wake of the expulsion of the Jews from France. Scholars have weighed this scanty evidence
with great care; most recently Jeffrey R. Woolf, “French Halakhic Tradition in the Late Middle
Ages”, Jewish History 277 (2013), pp. 1-2, who accepts a date of c. 1400. Previous scholars had
suggested later dates, as recounted in the summary of scholarship by Seymour J. Cohen in his
augmented introduction to the second edition of his English translation of the book (New York:
Ktav. 1982), pp. xv-xxiii; and similarly in Asaf Nabarro, Shigqulei ha-Arikhah veha-Megamot
ha-Datiyyot be-Sefer Orhot Zaddigim (M.A. dissertation supervised by Moshe Idel, Hebrew
University, 2002), pp. 6-10. However, even the general boundaries drawn previously by
scholars from the aforementioned passage are now less certain, because in the oldest known
manuscript of Sefer ha-Middot, ms. Warsaw 258/11, the colophon of which dates it to 1430,
Sha'ar ha-Torah is absent. The date and content of that manuscript nevertheless reinforce
Woolf’s conclusion about when the book was written: Since the manuscript is a copy of an
abridgment of the text, this means that in 1430 there was already an abridged version, as well
as a copy of that version.

2 Aristotle’s De Anima was thus called Sefer ha-Nefesh in its Hebrew versions. Nefesh as a
concept was most clearly and authoritatively explained to late medieval Jews in the Hebrew
version of Maimonides’ introduction to tractate Avot (Eight Chapters, chapter 1), which was
translated by Samuel Ibn Tibbon in 1202 (his first major translation) along with Maimonides’
commentary on 4vot itself.
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Commentary.’ In fact, any book about the virtues and the vices might be called
by the same name. In Maimonides’ commentary on tractate Avot (1:6), he cites
Aristotle on the topic of friendship from the Ethics, but without mentioning the
book’s title.* Subsequently (4:4) he cites a story demonstrating the virtue of
extreme humility which he claims to have seen “in one of the books about the
dispositions” (M7»71 >1901n 1902 in the medieval Hebrew versions).” The very
same title might be used for both philosophical and popular treatises on the
virtues and the vices.

This title was lightly adapted for Solomon Ibn Gabirol’s small treatise on the
virtues and the vices, which was called Sefer Tigqun Middot ha-Nefesh in its
Hebrew translation (by Judah Ibn Tibbon in 1167). It was intended as a practical
manual for healing and improving human dispositions based on physiology
(hence the inclusion of Tigqun in the title).® Similarly, the title phrase of Yehiel

3 Alongside Plato’s Republic, Aristotle’s Ethics was one of two primary sources for the
political philosophy of the Middle Ages. The Ethics shaped the intellectual tradition of Islamic
civilization, and impacted Jewish circles mostly notably in the major works of Maimonides for
whom ideas from the Ethics are of great importance. See Lawrence V. Berman, “The Ethical
Views of Maimonides within the Context of Islamic Civilization” in Joel L. Kraemer (ed.),
Perspectives on Maimonides: Philosophical and Historical Studies (Oxford University Press,
1991), pp. 13-32. The formal study of the Ethics was usually by means of Averroes’ Middle
Commentary on it, translated into Hebrew in 1321. See Lawrence V. Berman, “Ibn Rushd’s
Middle Commentary on the Nicomachean Ethics in Medieval Hebrew Literature” in Multiple
Averroes (Paris, 1978), pp. 287-321; and most recently his Averroes’ Middle Commentary on
Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics in the Hebrew Version of Samuel ben Judah (Jerusalem: The
Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities, 1999), including preliminary remarks by Steven
Harvey about the cultural importance of the Ethics and the relatively late date of its Hebrew
translation (pp. vii-ix).

4 On the source of this citation see Herbert Davidson, Moses Maimonides: The Man and His
Works (Oxford University Press, 2005), p. 92. On the extent to which it reflects a Maimonidean
ideal, see Barry S. Kogan, “Ha-Rambam “al Musag ha-lde’al ha-Enoshi: Hasid o Hakham?”,
Jerusalem Studies in Jewish Thought, Shlomo Pines Jubilee Volume II (1990), pp. 177-191.

5  This fact caused some confusion about the book’s origin. In Seder ha-Dorot (Jerusalem,
5716; 18a), the passage was mistaken as a citation of our book by Maimonides. This led certain
editions to publicize the claim about the citation by Maimonides on their title pages and attribute
the book to Joseph ibn Migash (e.g. Polonne, 1802; Sudilkov, 1835). The error was
subsequently corrected in Sedei Hemed (Kelalei ha-Posekim 15:41). Another hypothesis about
the book’s authorship was forwarded by the early historian of Jewish education, Moritz
Guedemann (Sefer ha-Torah veha-Hayyim be-Arzot ha-Ma arav be-Yemei ha-Benayim 111
[Warsaw, 1899], p. 173), with his tentative attribution of the work to Yom Tov Lipmann
Muhlhausen. This too led to a claim on the title page in an edition of Orhot Zaddigim (Vilna,
1912). Guedemann’s suggestion, however, was strongly rejected by Judah Even Shemuel
(Kaufman) based on chronological considerations as well as arguments related to Muhlhausen’s
intellectual attitudes and writing style. See R. Yom Tov Lipmann Muhlhausen: Ba'al ha-
Nizzahon ha-Hoger veha-Mequbbal (New York, 1927), pp. 85-86. It may now be said, based
on the evidence which follows, that Even Shemuel’s chronological arguments were incorrect:
The manuscript evidence places the composition of Sefer ha-Middot squarely in the generation
of Muhlhausen (who died sometime after 1420). Some of Even Shemuel’s other arguments
against Muhlhausen as the author of our book remain persuasive, but nonetheless inconclusive.
6  See the author’s introduction which elaborates on the book’s twenty dispositions as
functions of the four humours and the five senses (the Ibn Tibbon translation may be found at
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ben Yekuthiel ben Binyamin ha-Rofe’s Sefer Ma alot ha-Middot (written in
1287), appears to have been drawn from the Hebrew translation of the third of
Maimonides’ Eight Chapters to refer to the virtues alone (hence Ma ‘alot). These
two Jewish books of ethics, despite the tweaks to their titles, fall neatly into the
genre of Sifrei ha-Middot.

The Sefer ha-Middot with which this paper is concerned was first published
in a Yiddish version (Isny, 1542) under its generic title, as it was previously
known in both Hebrew and Yiddish manuscripts from the 15" and 16 centuries.
It is also the way that the book refers to itself explicitly.’

When our Sefer ha-Middot was first printed in its original Hebrew (Prague,
1581), the publisher entitled it Orhot Zaddigim,® and it has been commonly
known by that name ever since. However, to call it Sefer ha-Middot is correct
not just historically, but also in terms of its character as it addresses itself to
anyone willing to accept its guidance, inviting prospective readers to improve
their characters. Indeed, Sefer ha-Middot was written not for the righteous but
for the Jewish ‘everyman.’® The advice it gives and the goals it sets are meant to
be clear, realistic and achievable for ordinary people, not a special way of life
for the pious.

It may be that the Prague publisher gave the book a new title in order to
distinguish it from ethical works in the philosophical tradition, or to further set

the back of the Tel-Aviv, 1961 edition). Ibn Gabirol’s work served, in its Hebrew version, as
the main structural model and a rich source of material for our Sefer ha-Middot. Much of the
introduction to Tigqun Middot ha-Nefesh was incorporated into the introduction to Sefer ha-
Middot, but the elaborate physiological material was ignored (besides a brief passage about the
five senses that is given an entirely different meaning in Sefer ha-Middof).

7  In the manuscript versions, the book refers to itself by the title Sefer ha-Middot in its
introduction (the full passage cited below), in Sha'ar ha-Teshuvah (Ms. Adler 106a: *» 197
I MTAN 1902 MATY 920 T 0w mawn mwyh 122 13[7]aw), and less explicitly at the end of
Sha'ar ha-Zekhirah (Ms. Adler 71a: XY 9907 71 M2 2°37 W MR %5 MRS 72173 73pn aN
o 2w mM7en 93 Mor). In ms. Warsaw, there are two similar references in Sha'ar ha-
Teshuvah: 711 M7 1902 7102 [now 32 97 19711 &2 127 9w 1995 (317a2); and 127 w0 1995
TN WD WD XTI T30 77 1272 N PAVIT PR MTRT 90 712 N0W 71 290 1N KW 0027
M7 22 1PNk e 7 ane (318al).

8  The original title did not entirely disappear in the first Hebrew edition. On the title page,
immediately after the bold title Sefer Orhot Zaddigim, the following appears: “This little
treatise, small in size but of great quality, is the book of the ways of the righteous and human
dispositions”.

9  Its loose translation (or adaptation) into Yiddish was apparently intended for an audience
of Jewish women. On the history of the Yiddish version and its intended audience, see Gavriel
Zaloshinsky’s introduction to Orhot Zaddigim ha-Shalem (Jerusalem: Feldheim, 1988), pp. 8-
11. In a recent article, Nogah Rubin argues that the first edition in Yiddish may have been the
work of—and partially intended for—Christian Hebraists; see “Ha-Misyoner, ha-Rof ah veha-
Middot: ‘Sefer Middot” Mehabbero ve-Kore av ba-Me’ah ha-167, " Et-Mol 247 (5776), pp. 5-8
(a full scholarly version is forthcoming). Rubin’s suggestion, along with the textual evidence
that she found in the first edition, corresponds with Zaloshinsky’s observation that the first
Yiddish edition differs markedly from the later Yiddish edition that he consulted (Hanover,
1710; it is not clear why he chose that edition in particular). It should be noted, however, that
Rubin’s suggestion isn’t entirely new; it was already discussed, for instance, by Elazar
Shulman, Sefat Yehudit-Ashkenazit ve-Sifrutah (Riga, 1913), pp. 86-88.
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it aside from other books on the same theme by Jews, such as the aforementioned
Tigqun Middot ha-Nefesh and Ma alot ha-Middot.'° But it seems that the
anonymous author of Sefer ha-Middot had the opposite intention: By choosing a
generic Hebrew title for a small book written in clear and moving language and
openly addressed to a popular audience, he was able to make a place for his work
as the best representative of the genre for a non-philosophical Jewish audience.
No longer would the cumbersome writing and foreign ideas of Aristotle and
Averroes (nor even the somewhat dry and technical writing of Ibn Gabirol in
Tigqun Middot ha-Nefesh) be prerequisites for a Jew wanting to know about the
virtues and the vices. As the author declares in his introduction:!!

nPARY LNYT QTRY 7YY 72900 DY2Va ana3 and1 X3 MTA 190 RIP1 1907 7T
99 1772 AWK IR OD . 1NITAY WY 12307 JPNY MIAINR 0909 WIR 9D 792 1177 1907
JIIRD MIWYD 2917 XY NI 072 1772 PRY 7R 22X ,INIRP2 MWL 91 1IN

STPNTR 1PNY 772 TPMINIK 0P 1R 10 Yaw 19

This passage is best understood in light of the nature of Sefer ha-Middot’s overall
content and purpose, since the book is an eclectic amalgam of materials from
previous works, rewritten and reworked into a new whole. The anonymous
author rarely cites his sources by name, for neither the identity of their authors
nor their original form is important in his book, but rather their role in the task
of improving middot. All wisdom found in previous works suitable for the
advancement of virtue is included, while anything superfluous to this pursuit,
such as political philosophy or an understanding of physiology, is left out. The
author suggests to his reader that he has gathered the most useful wisdom about
middot from the most eminent sources, and fashioned it all into a powerful new
resource. To his mind, such a book is the perfect Sefer ha-Middot, and hence its
generic title.!?

10 The latter was also extremely popular. Not only does it survive in more manuscripts than
the anonymous Sefer ha-Middot (which may have to do with the introduction of printing press
relatively soon after the work’s composition), it was also first published earlier (in 1512 and
then again in a more aesthetic edition in 1566). While the author of Sefer ha-Middot shows no
awareness of Ma alot ha-Middot, it is quite possible, even likely, that its publisher knew of the
other book. Some confusion (or at least a lack of precision) about similar books in this genre
seems to have existed not only among publishers, and but also among the scholars who cited
them from manuscript. Note for instance that the first edition of Ma ‘alot ha-Middot was printed
under the title Beit Middot; our Sefer ha-Middot was also referred to by that same title in one
of the citations from it in Reshit Hokhmah (on the titles see Zaloshinsky’s introduction, p. 1).
11 The quotation is cited as found in the Adler manuscript of Sefer ha-Middot (discussed in
the next section), with a few minor stylistic changes that are based upon parallel manuscripts
and the first edition (even the punctuation is based on written signs in the manuscripts which
have been converted for convenience to periods and commas). A detailed transcription and
comparison of the entire introduction (including this passage), as found in the Adler manuscript
and four other textual sources, may be viewed in Appendix A to this paper. All further citations
will follow this method, with full documentation found in the transcription of the Adler
manuscript and in the appendices to this paper, unless otherwise noted.

12 This would seem to be the best way to understand the phrase “512177 N¥ava onnn 2021 RN,
In the first modern study of our book (“Devarim Ahadim ‘al Sefer Orhot Zaddigim”, Ha-Karmel
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An earlier passage in the introduction to Sefer ha-Middot serves to
differentiate it from its more philosophical predecessors:

DOITRAT WM Dpwnn PIX 0TRP0 LRIWT V2202 21200 2OWIRT DY Dnnh v o
INIM27 PN QIR NI2OW WAL, 09977 09 MNP A0 NN DY TN
K177 WR DA% DR RO .20 92 QW WK W 1357 21PN 1IRAN WK 79701
TP7R %0 71 PN QTR 92 NRN DRI N W WK I9RWA KT ,20WYRT 9 10

ST ARTOT NP2 2WN AWYR 2W 1PRY LIRTY OX 0D v ORw

29V I ,M0T MTH T DAN WD DR X279 X170 WIR 9093 ,997 vniad w10k
P17 R . D2 DPTAT WP X7 29w NRTY 9D LT 7R 90 Qv 20w DR
TR NP3 D PUIAAR NPNAN2 WP WP N1RAINT O TN IM0NIonY vIn®
TA1 NN aRY NI 9 NPTAR ROT AR T2 .010300 9 199 Wwpn phIna poo
TN T2 PR IR MW MITA T2 PRWI MW MITAT DI 0 19720 AR Wp

TR0 PPN 90 7710 7N 9 00, M

According to this no human action and no middah has value without the fear of
heaven, nor is it even possible for human virtues to be maintained without such
fear, which is God’s ultimate demand from man. This passage promotes an ideal
for human life that is a clear alternative to the philosophical model—for the
latter, actions and middot are ultimately meant to serve the cause of intellectual
perfection.!?

Similarly, based upon a study of how the author selected his sources and
reworked them, Assaf Nabarro has argued that Sefer ha-Middot indeed aimed to
promote a moderate anti-intellectualism. While the anonymous author admired
and incorporated material from ethical and philosophical works that promoted
certain types of intellectualism such as Bahya’s Duties of the Heart and the major
works of Maimonides,'* he nevertheless appropriated their works in ways that
undermine their stated goals and serve his own purely ethical purpose. His
eclectic use of his sources shows that he opposed the theory of the acquired
intellect as the means to human perfection and the key to human immortality,
intellectual contemplation as the way to love God, and the intellect as the key to

33 [5622], pp. 271-272; 278-279), Yaakov Reifman suggests that the passage cited here is an
interpolation by a later reader who revered the work, arguing that a pious author would not have
so extravagantly praised his own wisdom. But in context, it makes more sense to say that the
author meant to praise not his own wisdom, but rather the wisdom of others which he wove into
his highly eclectic work. This interpretation accords with the rest of Reifman’s article, which
was also the first systematic attempt to locate and list the sources of Sefer ha-Middot. In any
case, all of the full manuscripts of the introduction include this passage.

13 No source is cited for this passage or the previously cited one in the Feldheim edition (pp.
5-7), and they appear to be original programmatic statements by the author in his own words,
rather than instances of his speaking through his sources as he does throughout most of the
work.

14 Beyond this it should be noted, as a supplement to Nabarro’s analysis, that Sefer ha-Middot
shows no compunction about citing an occasional aphorism by an unnamed hakham,
presumably gentile (we will encounter one such example below). Such citations, however, are
via Mivhar ha-Peninim, not taken directly from gentile works.
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knowing God." In Sefer ha-Middot, human perfection is realized through the
fear of heaven and awe of God.

As Nabarro describes it, the religious fervor of Sefer ha-Middot reaches a
crescendo in its final chapter, which is devoted to the fear of heaven.!® Because
the introduction to Sefer ha-Middot is also devoted to the fear of God (the
introduction begins immediately with a discussion of Ecclesiastes 12:13 and
then—in the passage cited just above—it singles out the fear of God as both the
absolute condition for perfecting one’s middot and its only goal), an alternative
formulation might be more apt: Sefer ha-Middot ends as it begins. To use the
author’s own metaphor, its introduction and final chapter tie together like the two
ends of a cord that has been threaded with precious pearls. The pearls are the
middot themselves, which every person possesses, and which may be profitably
studied by anyone. But, according to Sefer ha-Middot, study and understanding
alone are not enough. A person’s fear of God is necessary as the cord which
binds the pearls together into a single beautiful ornament. Fear of God alone
gives meaning to all of the middot found in the book.

Sefer ha-Middot thus shifts the purpose of moral perfection from the
intellectual realm to the interpersonal domain, and its goal to finding favor in the
eyes of a personal God. It appropriates an area of universal human wisdom,
namely study of the virtues and the vices, and transforms it for divine service.
As the rabbinic dictum states, “If someone tells you that there is wisdom among
the nations believe him, but that there is Torah among the nations do not believe
him” (Eikhah Rabbah 2:13). To adopt the rabbinic dictum in this context, the
middot themselves and their systematic study constitute a realm of wisdom that
is indeed to be found among the nations, for all men possess middot and can
reflect upon them. But the cord that binds the middot, granting them beauty and
perfection, is to be found only in the personal fear of God that a Jew exhibits
through observance of the Torah. This kind of anti-intellectualism is exhibited
not just in the way that Sefer ha-Middot makes eclectic use of its sources (as
already shown by Nabarro), but also in its structure and in its self-advertisement
as Sefer ha-Middot. By placing itself within the genre, our Sefer ha-Middot may
be seen as an attempt to move an entire field of mundane wisdom into the realm
of holiness.

Sefer ha-Middot: Manuscripts and Editions

Sefer ha-Middot has been popular for well over five centuries. At least fourteen
full and partial manuscripts of the Hebrew original survive from the 15" and 16

15 Nabarro, ibid., pp. 38-48. Even though Nabarro’s dissertation was completed in 2002 and
deals extensively with textual comparisons between Sefer ha-Middot and its sources, he chose
not to make use of the text of the Feldheim edition, nor did he assign credit to that edition for
its extensive work in the identification of sources. He was aware of it, since he refers to the
author’s introduction (p. 5 n. 1; p. 10 n. 28). Instead, Nabarro chose the first Hebrew edition
(Prague, 1581) as his base text.

16 Ibid., pp. 49-62.
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centuries!’—most of them from the early generations of the era of printing. It
has been published over a hundred times in Hebrew.!® It was also translated into
Yiddish early on: There are several extant Yiddish manuscripts, and the very first
printed edition of the book was a Yiddish adaptation and not the original
Hebrew.!” It has also been translated into several modern languages.?°

Yet there has never been a critical edition of Sefer ha-Middot. The published
editions until recent times were riddled with countless errors, to the extent that it
became difficult to read, illegible in many places.?! The situation began to
improve in 1967 when the text was vocalized and corrected based upon the first
Hebrew edition.?? Both the corrections and the vowels served to make the book
more easily readable and thereby more accessible to a popular audience. But no
edition ever made use of manuscript evidence in order to address the thousands
of errors in the text until Orhot Zaddigim ha-Shalem, edited by Gavriel
Zaloshinsky and published in 1988.2 Although not a critical edition, it still
represented a vast improvement over all previous ones. Zaloshinsky began with
the base text of older printed versions, but made hundreds of corrections relying
upon manuscripts and the first edition. The resulting text is, for the most part,

17 Thirteen manuscripts are listed in the catalog of the National Library of Israel’s Institute
of Microfilmed Hebrew Manuscripts. There is also the Adler manuscript, which will be
discussed shortly. In this context it bears repeating that the Warsaw manuscript (above, n. 1) is
a copy of an abridgment of the text; its very existence is a sign of the book’s popularity when
it was copied in 1430.

18 A list of 75 published Hebrew editions through the year 1960 can be found in Mifal ha-
Bibliographiah ha-"Ivrit: Hoveret le-Dugmah (Jerusalem: Hebrew University, 5724), pp. 31-
35—since then it has been republished dozens of times. Some printed volumes of this small
book also include minor supplements, as, for example, the prayer said upon a journey or the
ethical will of Nahmanides. Yehoshua Vinograd’s Ozar ha-Sefer ha-'Ivri (Jerusalem, 5755)
lists 80 Hebrew and Yiddish editions that were published by 1863.

19 Nine Yiddish manuscripts (from the 15th century on) are listed in the IMHM catalogue.
The Yiddish translation(s) and/or adaptation(s) of Sefer ha-Middot merit future study. Since the
earliest Hebrew manuscript (Warsaw 258/11) is also a kind of adaptation or summary of the
book, the Yiddish editions bear comparison to both the short and full versions of the Hebrew.
20 A German translation of the first half (through chapter 9 on Joy) was published by Hendel
Adler in honor of Wilhelm Carl von Rothschild (Kolomea, 1899). The first English translation
by Seymour J. Cohen, published by Feldheim (New York, 1969), is part of “The Torah Classics
Library” which includes facing Hebrew text from the corrected and vocalized edition
previously published by Weinfeld (cf. n. 22). This edition includes a translator’s forward with
some notes about the book’s history and sources, including an identification of an obscure
source for two parts suggested to the translator by Abraham Joshua Heschel. This same edition
was later republished (New York: Ktav, 1982) with an augmented introduction by the translator
about the study of the book’s history. A second English translation by Shraga Silverstein was
also published by Feldheim (Jerusalem, 1995), this time facing the vocalized Hebrew text
corrected from manuscripts by Gavriel Zaloshinsky (see immediately below). There is also a
Spanish translation by Isaac Fada (Jerusalem: Mekhon ha-Ketav, 2000).

21 Jacob Emden cites passages from our book, praising it highly in his Migdal Oz (Zhitomir,
1874), Beit Middot 22 (Aliyyat ha-Zekhirah), p. 101b. However, he also bemoaned the terrible
state of the printed editions of the text.

22 Yosef Shalom Weinfeld (ed.), Sefer Orhot Zaddigim (Jerusalem: Eshkol, 1967).

23 See above, n. 9.
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clear and readable. Zaloshinsky’s edition also represents a major advance over
previous editions in identifying many hundreds of the sources that are blended
together in the book’s eclectic text.?* Further, Zaloshinsky provides an
informative scholarly introduction, surveying the book’s history more
thoroughly than ever before.?®

While Zaloshinsky produced a highly usable edition, his text is still far from
perfect, and the textual evidence upon which it is based is not fully documented.
A more fundamental deficiency is that while many small errors have been
corrected, his edition fails to address much larger problems in the book’s
organization and structure. For instance, some of Sefer ha-Middot’s chapters
seem to be artificial and ill-fitting combinations of two previously independent
ur-chapters, while other chapters appear to be in the wrong order. The book also
contains a reference to a preface or appendix that was never published, a
reference passed over by Zaloshinsky in silence. Some of these problems were
already pointed out by Reifman in 1862,%° but Zaloshinsky’s popular Feldheim
edition makes no acknowledgment of them. This may be due in part to the
editor’s unwillingness to veer too far from the familiar printed editions. But it
was also due to a factor beyond his control: These structural inconsistencies are

24 The outstanding work done by the editor in delineating the book’s numerous sources
makes it possible to better appreciate the author’s goals and the methods he used to weave his
sources into a coherent whole. Prior to Zaloshinsky’s efforts, this work was pursued by Reifman
in 1862, and a relatively obscure source was also identified by Heschel (n. 12 above). Though
Zaloshinsky incorporates the source identifications made by Reifman and Heschel into his
work, he makes no mention of them.

25 In 1991 Feldheim republished Zaloshinsky’s corrected, vocalized text but without the full
introduction, notes and appendices. It is this version that is currently sold. I was privately
informed (about fifteen years ago) that the publisher has no intention of reprinting
Zaloshinsky’s full 1988 edition.

26 Reifman, ibid., identifies two problems: The first is that, at the end of Sha ‘ar ha-Zekhirah,
the printed editions mention simmanim that were ostensibly to be written at the beginning of
the book, but do not in fact appear in the printed editions (note that in the manuscripts the
reference is to simmanim at the end of the book). It turns out that in ms. Warsaw, these
simmanim appear intact following the body of Sefer ha-Middot. The second problem is that
according to the text in Sha ar ha-Shetigah, that chapter is to be followed by four chapters
about people who use four different kinds of negative speech (who are the four groups of people
who do not merit to stand in the Divine Presence as enumerated in Sha arei Teshuvah of
Rabbenu Yonah II1:172). Yet in the printed versions (as well as in all of the manuscripts
excluding ms. Warsaw), the section about the first group (lezanim) appears as the second part
of Sha ar ha-Shetiqgah. Reifman correctly deduces that Sha ‘ar ha-Lezanut must have originally
been an independent chapter. He might also have suggested that since the four chapters on
negative speech were to appear sequentially, they should not be interrupted in the middle by a
positive chapter on Truth (as appears in all the manuscripts excluding ms. Warsaw and in the
printed editions). It turns out that in ms. Warsaw, the four negative chapters appear sequentially
and are indeed numbered from one to four, with the chapter on Truth following them. The very
same manuscript also contains Simmanei Sefer ha-Middot, and there we find that Ha-Emet
immediately follows Ha-Sheger and thus interrupts the sequence. But it seems likely that since
the simmanim are meant to be memorized, and they do not demand a sequence of four chapters
on four groups, it was natural to diverge from the order in the body of the book and put truth
after falsehood as more easily memorized.
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inherent not just in the published editions, but also in all of the late 15" and early
16" century manuscripts of Sefer ha-Middot (including those consulted by the
editor). That is to say, the evidence needed to confront these problems was
simply not available.

In the years since Zaloshinsky’s work, several more manuscripts of Sefer ha-
Middot have become available, older and more complete than the ones he was
able to consult in 1988. Most of these newly available manuscripts came to light
only after the fall of the Iron Curtain, and were first made accessible to the public
in microfilm during the 1990s by the National Library of Israel’s Institute of
Microfilmed Hebrew Manuscripts. Considered together, they allow for a more
systematic approach towards determining details in the body of the text.

One of the newly available manuscripts is significantly older than all of the
others and differs vastly in its content: It is a summary or abridgment of Sefer
ha-Middot, rather than the full book. As a summary it appears to faithfully
condense the structure of the full book upon which it was based, providing
important information about the original organization of its chapters, and further
includes some significant textual variants from the body of the book within its
summary. But most importantly, it contains the previously missing appendix in
full. This manuscript solves some of the more flagrant problems in the text of
Sefer ha-Middot, but at the same time raises new questions about the book’s
history. As we shall see, this newly discovered work may summarize a revision
of Sefer ha-Middot with modest differences from the body of the text that is
preserved in the received version. Indeed, it is possible that both revisions were
the work of the anonymous author.

The manuscript in question is found in the library of the University of
Warsaw (258/11), and its colophon dates to the year 1430, a full 56 years before
the other earliest dated manuscripts of the full version of the book, the first two
of which were copied in 1486. I have previously made a rough typed
transcription of this manuscript publicly available (along with a careful
transcription of the previously missing appendix),?’ and I have also written about
its general implications for the structure and organization of the book’s chapters
in a popular forum in Hebrew.?® However, none of this analysis has appeared as
yet in a peer-reviewed forum, and what has appeared so far neither studied the
actual content of the abridged version nor compared it with the text of the full
version.

27 1 first published the previously missing appendix from the manuscript as Simmanei Sefer
ha-Middot in Tevu’ot (Yeshivat Orot Karmiel) 1 (5766), pp. 5-26, along with a brief
introduction and textual notes. That material was also made available at the website
seforimonline.org. An updated edition with minor corrections and an additional vocalized
version may be found at the page entitled “Mm7nn 990 "m0 o%wn M7 190” in Hebrew
Wikisource (he.wikisource.org). A very rough, draft transcription of the entire manuscript
(along with scans) may be found on my personal website:
<https://sites.google.com/site/kadish67/middot-en>.

28 For my previous conclusions about the order and structure of the book’s chapters, see the
page entitled “p>7¢ MnMR:vopY P’ at Hebrew Wikisource (he.wikisource.org). The page
history there records my contributions as its author through 2015.
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In addition, there is yet another important and relatively early manuscript of
Sefer ha-Middot—the images of which are not yet available to the public. This
manuscript i1s found in the private collection of the Adler family in Lawrence,
NY; its existence was first reported by Jeffrey Woolf in 1992, along with a brief
description.?” The Adler manuscript is one of the two oldest dated manuscripts
of the full text, both of which were penned in 1486. In terms of the newly
available, relatively early manuscripts providing the full version of the book (as
opposed to the summary found in ms. Warsaw 258/11), the Adler manuscript is
the only one that is complete from beginning to end. This paper will show, in
addition, that the accuracy of its text is significantly better than other
manuscripts. The Adler family graciously agreed to allow me to have their
manuscript photographed in 2014, and it has proven to be of immense value as
evidence for determining the text of Sefer ha-Middot.>

The six texts that will be selectively compared in this paper, and the reasons
for choosing them, are as follows:?!

1. The Adler manuscript. This manuscript is newly available, complete,
and relatively early (1486). It also proves to be relatively accurate, as this paper
will show. We have abbreviated it as A (or X).

2. New York, Jewish Theological Seminary, ms. 10262. This manuscript
is undated, but was most likely copied in the 15th century. The first
approximately 20% of the book is missing, but this text is nevertheless extremely
valuable because it proves to be very close to the Adler manuscript even in its
smallest details, as our comparison below will show. Because it is so similar to
A, we have abbreviated it as B (or 2).

3. Moscow, Russian State Library, Ms. Guenzburg 772. This is the oldest
dated copy of the full version of Sefer ha-Middot, as it was copied earlier in same

29 Jeffrey Woolf, “Matai Nithaber Sefer Orhot Zaddiqim?” Qiryat Sefer 64 (1992-93), pp.
321-22. Note that Sefer ha-Middot is followed in the Adler manuscript by Sefer Nizzahon. The
first page of Sefer Nizzahon appears in the final photograph I received of Sefer ha-Middot, and
its text is available in my transcription of the Adler manuscript. It does not appear to match
Nizzahon Vetus, nor the treatise by Yom Tov Lipmann Muhlhausen.

30 Iam deeply grateful to Rabbi Benjamin Houben, a skilled photographer who volunteered
to create high-quality images of the entire Adler manuscript in 2014. Any light this manuscript
sheds on the text of Sefer ha-Middot is due to his kindness. I am grateful furthermore to Leah
Adler, Head Librarian of Hebraica-Judaica at Yeshiva University’s Mendel Gottesman Library,
who over the years checked details for me in the manuscript, personally photographed some
initial sample pages, and then gave her approval and assistance towards the photography
project. The Adler family requests that the photographs not be released publicly yet, but has
given its permission for me to release a transcription and studies of the text. Digital copies of
the manuscript images are currently held by the Adler family, Rabbi Houben and myself—they
may be consulted with permission from the Adler family.

31 A full, proofread transcription of the Adler manuscript (#1) may be found at my personal
website <https://sites.google.com/site/kadish67/middot-en>. A link to a high quality scan of #2
may be found at
<http://aleph.nli.org.il/F/?func=direct&doc_number=003147511&local base=NNLMSS>.
Scans of numbers #3 through #6 may be found at the Wikimedia Commons:
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Orhot-Zaddikim>.
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year as A (1486).>> Even though its copyist was often careless, it nevertheless
contains important variants that appear to be authentic. We have abbreviated it
as G (or ).

4. Escorial, Biblioteca de San Lorenzo de El Escorial G-III-11. This text 1s
dated and still somewhat early (1501), and was copied with relative care, and is
thus invaluable for determining the text in many places. We have abbreviated it
as E (or 7).

5. First Hebrew edition (Prague, 1581). This was also based on a
manuscript that contained the complete text, unlike most surviving manuscripts.
Its accuracy is generally less than ABE, but greater than G. We have abbreviated
itas D (or 7).

6. Ms. Warsaw 258/11. This is the earliest known manuscript of Sefer ha-
Middot (1430), but it contains the abridged version of the book and is thus very
different from the first five texts. We have dubbed the abridged version Sefer ha-
Middot ha-Qazar and abbreviated it as Q (or p and 7XPn 1"70).

The first comparison between these six texts will be to help determine an
accurate text of the introduction to Sefer ha-Middot, partially missing in most of
the manuscripts, the reconstruction of which is therefore valuable in and of itself.
The abridged version (Q) provides a relatively more complete version of the
introduction than the actual body of the book, making it easier and more valuable
for a detailed comparison between it and the full version (AEGD).

The second and third comparisons will be of different versions of Sha ‘ar ha-
Simhah. This chapter of Sefer ha-Middot is relatively long in the full version
(ABEGD) where it appears to be a conflation of two distinct topics (simhah and
bitahon) that originally constituted two separate chapters (it actually appears as
two separate chapters in Q—=Sha ‘ar ha-Simhah and Sha ar ha-Bitahon).** The
initial comparison of Sha ‘ar ha-Simhah will deal solely with the full version as
it appears in four manuscripts and the first edition (ABEGD), comparing their
textual details to determine the relationships between them. The next step
regarding the very same chapter will be to compare the full version as determined
by these five texts with the abridged version (Q). Through this analysis, I will
show how the two chapters were later combined into one, and will also explain

32 According to their colophons, G was completed on P"5% "7 naw w2 32 '& 013, while A
was completed later that same year: 17°07 7 1702 7"2 3 012, It is important to point out that
G’s copying ends with the words “Jup<(7)> 021w 0787 NR XN~ and lacks the very end of the
book. This is significant because it is true of several other manuscripts, including the three texts
consulted in the Zaloshinsky edition (Oxford Bodleian ms. Mich. 392; Hamburg ms. hebr. 149
[dated 1503]; Budapest ms. Kaufmann A 297) as well as ms. Munich 425. They thus appear to
derive from a single source, with G being the earliest known derivative of that source.

33 Bis not included here because it does not contain the introduction.

34 In his 1862 article (see above n. 12), Reifman already points out one chapter in Sefer ha-
Middot that appears to be an artificial conflation of two separate chapters, namely Sha ar ha-
Shetigah which combines both shetigah and lezanut, even though the author explicitly declared
that the latter would comprise an independent chapter. Reifman, however, does not point out
the conflation of simhah and bitahon. In his study he singled out Ibn Gabirol’s Tigqun Middot
ha-Nefesh as the model for the chapters of Sefer ha-Middot. In the former the two chapters are
separate, but he failed to note this obvious discrepancy.
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how and why the editorial splicing was done. The forthcoming analysis will
further reveal that the editorial abridgment depended upon a version of the full
text that differed meaningfully from the one we know in certain contexts (as
opposed to minor variants rooted in textual transmission), and that part of this
alternative version was left out of the full version when the splicing was done.

By identifying shared errors and particularly distinctive stylistic similarities
between the five full versions and the abridgement, I will establish a close
relationship between A and B. Further, I will show a less distinctive but still
significant similarity to exist between E and AB. G and D will each be shown to
be other branches of the full version, neither of them as close to AB as is E. But
most important by far is that all five manuscripts of the full version (ABEGD)
will be shown to collectively represent a textual tradition in which certain
chapters of the book have been artificially conflated, while the abridgment in Q
was based upon a version that preserved the original order and structure of the
book's chapters.®

The Introduction to Sefer ha-Middot: Full and Abridged Versions

A detailed comparison of the author’s introduction to Sefer ha-Middot, as it
appears in four early manuscripts and the first printed edition, appears in
Appendix A to this paper, shown in five parallel columns.’® The first four

35 Shared anomalies on the “macro” level regarding the structure and order of the book's
chapters, some of which are explicitly contradicted by the very text of the book, constitute the
best proof of all that our five manuscripts of the full version—and indeed all of the extant
manuscripts and printed versions of Sefer ha-Middot besides Q—are ultimately based upon a
single version that contained these “macro” features. Q, therefore, represents a textual branch
that was previously unknown. A methodological presentation of stemmatics in the context of
rabbinic texts may be found in Robert Brody's preface to The Textual History of the She'iltot
(Jerusalem: American Academy of the Sciences, 1991), pp. 15-19 (Hebrew). The methodology
behind a recent application of the same may be found in Chaim Milikowsky, Seder Olam:
Critical Edition, Commentary, and Introduction (Jerusalem: Yad Ben-Zvi Press, 2013), 1, pp.
165-207. In the case of Sefer ha-Middot it is reasonable to presume that each scribe prepared
his copy based upon a single manuscript, which simplifies the application of these methods.
There is no evidence of efforts to correct any of the extant texts based upon more than one
source, nor does our book seem to be the kind of canonical work that would merit such textual
attention. On the contrary, the scribes constantly take liberties in matters of expression and
style. But precisely for that reason it is difficult to state with certainty that specific formulations
are indeed errors, and that they derive from a shared source and were not arrived at
independently. Furthermore, as we shall see, it is not impossible that Sefer ha-Middot was
revised by its author, and that Q represents a different version than ABEDG.

36 In addition, the end of Appendix A also includes the very beginning of the first chapter
following the introduction, namely Sha ‘ar ha-Ga’avah. That chapter—in all extant versions of
Sefer ha-Middot besides Q—contains a few lines of preliminary remarks about why the book
begins with a chapter about pride; these remarks precede the title of the chapter. This may seem
anomalous to a reader of Sefer ha-Middot because no other chapter has preliminary remarks.
However, it turns out that these lines simply replicate the beginning of Sha ‘ar ha-Ga’avah in
its direct source, namely the Hebrew translation of Gabirol’s Tigqun Middot ha-Nefesh, and
would thus appear to be original. That Q ignored such preliminary remarks would not be
surprising, even if they appeared in the version that it summarized.
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columns show the full version of the introduction as it appears in three
manuscripts and in the first edition (AEGD)—all of which are extremely similar
despite many hundreds of small textual variants, as well as some more significant
differences.’’” The fifth column presents the abridged version (Q). The
introduction is divided into numbered segments for more easy reference.

The first page of the introduction is missing in G, including section 1 and
part of 2. E 1s missing more than half of the introduction from its start, namely
sections 1 through 17; it contains only the last part (18-25). We thus have the full
version of the entire introduction represented in AD, most of it in AGD, and the
final part represented in AEGD. At the very beginning before G starts (sections
1-2) we have AD alone for the full version, but a glance at the table shows that
Q follows the full version closely at the start. Therefore, for the very beginning
of the text, we actually have ADQ, meaning that we can confirm our
reconstruction of the text through a much older manuscript which represents a
textual branch independent of AEGD.

Section 1 ends with a citation from Psalms (111:10) that the full version
(AD) cites incorrectly, but Q gets right:

MW NRT TSI ADSAN AR TIT 191 0K
Y IR TSI NN IR AY Tonn 7T 1Y 0T
' NRT TSN MOWRT AR TIT 101 0P

The minor stylistic details of A’s formulation here are closer to Q than those of
D (something that a perusal of Appendix A shows is often but not always true).
However, only Q cites the verse correctly. This is instructive when compared to
the citation of Solomon earlier in the middle of section 1: There ADQ all quote
the same verse: QWi DX 7200 NOWRA “Hwn nnn 191, when the citation should
have been ny7 n*wX1 "7 PR (Proverbs 1:7). Psalms 111:10 seems to have been
the more familiar of the two verses to the copyists, who all erroneously cited it
(but as Solomon’s). It seems likely that AD reflect a mistaken attempt not to
repeat for David the same verse that had been cited just previously (wrongly) for
Solomon, while Q simply copied the end of the passage correctly.

D shortens the phraseology in several places in 1-2 as compared to A and/or
Q, and completely skips significant text in 7 places. In five of these places A’s
more generous text is backed up by Q, but in two of them D’s lacunae are
supported in whole or in part by Q.3° This provides initial evidence that A reflects

37 The order of the texts representing the full version, as they are presented in the table
(AEGD), roughly reflects their relative similarity to the Adler manuscript. This is borne out
visually in the table. (G has nevertheless been placed before D as an early dated manuscript.)
38 Inrabbinic texts, differences between manuscripts in the citation of verses (e.g. how many
verses are cited, which ones, and how much is cited from each verse) are often insignificant.
Scribes often felt free to do as they saw fit in this realm, knowing that changes to such non-
essential citations would not affect the sense of the text. In this example, however, there are
two connected errors that do effect the sense of the text, the original intent of which was to cite
similar insights by Solomon, Moses, and David.

39 Insection 1, A has: D787 921 0o°1 'N372 91 0on 7°7, which is completely absent from DQ.
This text is appropriate to its context in pointing out Solomon’s wisdom and citing a prooftext
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a more complete text of the full version than D, and parallels in Q indicate that
its “extra” portions of text (as opposed to D’s brevity) are original.

Missing or shortened text is a common feature of D throughout the
introduction, as an examination of its missing and shortened lines throughout
Appendix A makes clear. G is the opposite of D in this. Admittedly, G does have
quite a few obvious lacunae (in 10, 15, 20) and one major homeoteleuton (in 12-
13). But these seem to be evidence of a general attitude of sloppiness on the part
of the copyist, not of a conscious editorial tendency to shorten the text. On the
contrary, the text of G in general—where it exists—tends to be expansive in
unique ways that are not reflected in parallel manuscripts. Often, these
expansions add nothing of substance, and it seems like the copyist was simply
adding habits of speech. For instance (from 6 and 24):

T2 809X YOI IR

o XA YO T

T2 %M 9K YA 1

BYTAT 7707 R DR VAT Do o

DYTA7 770 D09 IWR MTAT YN (TN
RIITY 237 21737 79207 20D WK MITAT VIO 1A

Sometimes G expresses the same idea in more words, but with no added clarity.
This too may reflect a kind of sloppiness typical in his work. For instance (in
10):

2% PANMATY PINR WM PRYIY PIAT MW 1T IR
PINR RUTR 9% 2YY ARY 2 KUY 21K apw an 72372 'R0 1901 A

But at times G’s expansiveness makes the text clearer and more readable. For
instance, in section 9:

mno’ XY 7MW 7791 9o mpdh [PaTRnT 7] 12027 0792 HPwW 0TRT N1 197 IR
1207 199507 Y30 1712 7701 R
MINDY XKW A 770 7792 7701 297 10 1739277 0992 DWW 0TRA N2 700 oA
J12I077 NO9ND YOI T2 ,080 TIRW 2R 0 KDY ,77aNT 2R TSR mTnn

On the one hand, this could be an expansion of terse text by G. On the other,
even a sloppy copyist still copies a great many important details that appear in

immediately following doing the same for his wealth, but it also repeats what was written
shortly before: o7& 51 03r 771 X1 In addition, mentioning Solomon’s wisdom is not needed
to counter the criticism being leveled: poy 17 XY 115 a1 M. It is therefore likely that D and
Q (or their sources) felt that the text was repetitive or anomalous and therefore skipped it. But
in section 2, A has: 0°X172;7 722 1028512 IR INTMX 279K 0% JPI0A R 00, which is shortened
to INTIX2 37107 K17 °2 in D and entirely missing in Q. Here the short, cryptic formulation in D
shows that A’s text is original, but D and Q respectively shortened it or skipped it since the
sentence makes sense without it.
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the text before him (indeed terse formulations are not the norm in Sefer ha-
Middot). G may therefore be, at times, a relatively early and important source for
dealing with problems in the text of Sefer ha-Middot. But it needs to be used with
extreme care, and is best used when it corresponds with another textual witness.

When it comes to smaller matters, every one of the manuscripts has many
dozens of problematic anomalies. These include minor errors along with small
changes in style or phraseology which need not be considered errors, but are
nevertheless unusual when compared to the parallel manuscripts. For sections 1
through 17, the part of the introduction for which E is not extant, a rough count
finds 34 examples of such in A, 57 in D, and 64 in G. For sections 18 through
25, for which E too exists, a rough count yields 16 examples for A, 18 in E, 65
in G and 39 in D. As texts of the introduction, A and E seem to be relatively
more accurate, D significantly less so, and G far less. But they are all more or
less accurate reflections of the same introduction to Sefer ha-Middot in its full
version, and each of them preserves numerous important readings.*

E is close to A not just in its relatively high level of accuracy, but also in its
text.*! A perusal of Appendix A shows that A and E agree with each other more
often than they agree with G or D. This is true not only of their many better
readings, but often too of poor ones. Here are two examples of the latter from
section 22:

DA M7 10 O N
N M7 v [1a ] 1ot T

YRR A0 9T WK [oR 217 oM R
TRTNI N0 Y NeD b oud 2017 om :T
TATRI PN0 T WK RS DR weh T X

Examples like these show why all of the manuscript evidence must be taken into
account systematically when trying to determine the text of Sefer ha-Middot in
its full version. It is reasonable to choose A as the base text, both because it is
complete and because of its relative accuracy, but A too is still highly imperfect.
Given the nature of the available manuscripts, judgment must be exercised in
each place based on all the available evidence, taking the relative accuracy of the
manuscripts as well as the relationships between them into account.

40 Zaloshinsky, who made corrections to the common printed version of Sefer ha-Middot
based on manuscripts and the first edition, claims that the first edition differs significantly from
the manuscripts in general, and is closer to the later printed versions (p. 17). Our examination
here of further manuscripts—unavailable to him—demands rejecting his conclusions. It turns
out that the first edition was based upon a manuscript that is not essentially different from
others, and whose differences from them are not significantly greater than their differences
from each other. D tends to be somewhat less accurate than AE, but still more accurate than G.
Its idiosyncrasies, in terms of their quantity and type, are along the same lines as those found
in the manuscripts.

41 One idiosyncrasy of E, not shared by any other manuscript or early edition, is in its
frequent use of the letter p to write the word o°poX and its derivatives (e.g. in section 21; also
see Appendix B sections 14, 15, 20, 22, 23).
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When it comes to the abridged version of Sefer ha-Middot (Q), its shortened
introduction contains a large portion of the full introduction: It is approximately
38% of the full version in length. On average, for Sefer ha-Middot as a whole, Q
is only 27% of the full version.*? An examination of Appendix A shows that Q
closely follows the full version of the introduction in large portions (and we have
already seen that it is thus useful at times for determining textual details), but
completely omits other parts. There are also long sections of the introduction
which Q summarizes in short sentences.

A striking trend is visible within Q’s abridgment of the introduction. In the
opening section (1) it simply provides a copy of a full version of the book and is
even a bit more full at times than other extant versions. In the next section (2),
some small deletions are noticeable. It is possible to skip the end of section 2 and
still understand the text, and we indeed find that Q omits this part, and then goes
on to skip sections 3-4 entirely (which are a self-contained segment about the
five senses that can be deleted without causing confusion). Q begins again in
section 5 with a paraphrase connecting it to 2, and then follows the full version
of sections 5 and 6 fairly closely.** However, the end of section 6 is missing in
Q, which continues with a short paraphrase that seems to serve as a replacement
for sections 7-11. With this, the close copying of the full version in Q ends until
the last part of the introduction.

Section 12 is an excellent example of a seemingly inconsequential, even
trivial summary that nevertheless sheds some light on a small textual problem.
The section describes two different kinds of people who are unable to improve
their middot: The first one fails because he does not know where he needs
improvement, while the second one fails for lack of effort. The first is compared
to Reuben who seeks Simeon but does not find him, because he does not know
what he looks like. The second is compared to Reuben who wants to find Simeon
and knows exactly what he looks like, but fails because he does not search him
out as he should. The technical problem is that the text explicitly says there are
two things that cause failure, and then explicitly marks “the first” but not “the
second”. In A, an attempt is made to solve this problem by simply adding “the
second,” but it is added in the wrong place. By contrast, D and the printed
versions simply lack the addition “the second.”** It is only Q that has both “the
first” and “the second” in the proper places when it briefly summarizes the two
reasons for failure in a few words each, but leaves out the vivid examples of
Reuben and Simeon entirely.

Sections 13 to 18, which elaborate further upon the different kinds of middot
and the need for guidance (including the passage about the fear of God cited
earlier), are entirely absent in Q, but the text of Q follows the full version closely

42  These rough estimates are derived from dividing word counts from the transcription of Q
by word counts of the transcription of the Adler manuscript.

43 A missing part in 5 (which mentions the 5 senses) is almost exactly paralleled by D. In
section 6, Q has an extra 2.5 lines that make the text clearer and appear to be original.

44  And so too in the Feldheim edition (ed. Zaloshinsky), p. 4. The relevant part of this passage
is missing in G.
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again for sections 19 through 21.% This is precisely where the introduction ends

in Q. Sections 22 to 25 are absent in the abridged version.*®

The nature of the abridged version (Q) is clear for the introduction to Sefer
ha-Middot. The overall sequence of its passages conforms to the full version, and
in some sections it follows the text of the full version closely. But at other times
it paraphrases general ideas in much shorter and plainer language, leaving out
examples, illustrations and exhortations. Most significantly, it skips very large
blocks of text altogether—omissions amounting to roughly half of the entire
introduction (sections 3-4, 13-18, 22-25). The method of Q is to take each section
and either copy it, paraphrase it, or delete it, and then move on to the next section.

The abridged version is clear, but far less colorful and moving. It is
significantly shorter than the full introduction, but its relative brevity does not
make it any more inviting. Even the full introduction is not very long, and it more
than compensates for its modest length in the poignant way that it communicates
with its reader. The version in Q is often dry by comparison, and its style in
summarized parts is not that of the author of Sefer ha-Middot. In short, there
seems to be no strictly literary justification for Q.

This general description of Q will hold true for other parts of the book as
well. However, there does seem to be a trend in Q to copy less as the text
progresses. The beginning of the introduction in Q is very full, and only
afterwards do we find terse language, sparse paraphrases, and large deletions of
text. In addition, the amount of text from the full version that Q incorporates is
relatively greater in the introduction than in later chapters. One wonders whether
the scribe whose work is copied in Q began to shorten the book on his own in
order to save time and space, or if his employer asked him to do so. It is clear in
any case that Q is based upon the full version, and not vice versa. Further, the
act of abridgment does not appear to have been the work of the author.

Sha ar ha-Simhah: The Received Version

In all existing versions of Sefer ha-Middot in its full, received version (i.e. in all
manuscripts and editions besides Q), Sha ‘ar ha-Simhah is a single chapter that
combines complete discussions of two distinct topics: Joy (Simhah) and Trust
(Bitahon). Because of this combination it is significantly longer than typical
chapters in the main body of the book,*” as well as more complicated in its
structure. The chapter begins with a discussion of joy, moves on to a lengthy and

45 That the first part of section 21 is missing may be the accidental result of ~iomeoteleuton.

46 The abridged version ends with a citation of Proverbs 7:3 (727 m? ¥ 02n3), surely a proper
thought with which to conclude. The complete version continues with the words 75w R Ty,
perhaps evidence of a later addition. However, the nature of Q is to omit blocks of text once the
main point has been made. Without further evidence, the assumption should be that cutting off
the end of the introduction was part of the process of abridgment, just as it was for other parts.
47  Sha ar ha-Simhah in the received version is approximately 8.5% of the total text in Sefer
ha-Middot, even though it is just one chapter out of 28 plus the introduction (i.e. well over twice
the length of an average chapter).
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involved discussion of trust in God, and then returns again to joy. But in Q,
Sha ar ha-Simhah and Sha ar ha-Bitahon are separate chapters.

We will now examine the manuscripts reflecting the received version of
Sha’ar ha-Simhah (with its combined topics) to further assess the relative
accuracy of the manuscripts that reflect the full version of Sefer ha-Middot and
the relationships between them. Such a comparison will also serve as preparation
for an overall comparison between the received version and Q for Sha ‘ar ha-
Simhabh.

A detailed comparison of the manuscripts in parallel columns appears in
Appendix B. Four of the texts, previously examined for the introduction to Sefer
ha-Middot (AEGD), appear here as well.* Manuscript B (which is missing the
first part of the Sefer ha-Middot including its introduction) also appears here.
This manuscript is undated, but as we shall see it shows a striking similarity to
A.

An examination of Appendix B shows that in most instances, A and B are
missing exactly the same lines of text that are present in other manuscripts.*
They often share these exact lacunae with E as well. But there are also several
instances in which E contains text that is missing in AB,*° or where AB contain
text that is missing in E.>! An example of the latter is in sections 6-13, where E
appears to have skipped an entire folio.

Furthermore, A and B show similarities even when it comes to insignificant
details of spelling or in methods of abbreviation.>? Because they are so close,
even for details of this sort, Appendix B marks even these apparently
insignificant variants between the two texts in bold. In its other columns,
however, only variants that have at least some minor significance are marked. A
general examination reveals that even after marking the most minor differences
between A and B, there are still fewer discrepancies between the two of them
than there are between AB and EGD. E is the closest to AB, while GD betray a
great many variants marked in bold.

Some initial examples of how AB exhibit minor differences from EGD can
be seen in sections 1 and 2:

2%9°007 PN 1D AN
290277 PINW 19 17T

D257 SVA0N Y7 YAD 2 YONAW NYIA 19720 Won2 mnwn 1 A

48 Q does not appear, as it will be discussed separately after the discussion of the manuscripts
of the full version.

49 A similar set of similarities is evidenced in relation to shortened quotations; see for
example AB versus EGD at the end of section 15.

50 E.g.in section 22, where E fills in text that is missing in all of the parallel columns (and is
supported by the source in Hovot ha-Levavot), or later in the same section where EGD share
two lines that are lacking in AB. Also see the flourish at the end of section 33 (shared by EGD
but lacking in AB), as well as the last line of section 37.

51 There are three sequential examples of this at the beginning of section 27. Subsequently
(at the end of 27), E has text (supported by GD) that is lacking in AB.

52 Numbers, however, are an exception: A usually spells them out, while B abbreviates them.
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[Voan 7] Svaon ¥I VAD Y9 ¥ONAW NYA 1720 DWona [Maww ] mmw 1 a0
53
alpAlp]

Such examples are typical, but they do not provide a rule. Very often AB share
their readings with E. One questionable variant can be found in section 3:

mMya M7 [Y2IX 3] '7 012w ihaR
My ¥R 712w Tl

Here the shared text of GD seems preferable, because the context speaks of four
evils caused by those who mock the pious, not four middot.>*

The following two errors demonstrate just how closely A and B are related
to each other, as opposed to GD and even E (cited from sections 13 and 15):

Y737 MWD <B(R)>210W 171 93 HY 2178 10w 17 1009 R
D177 WY 2R 71 92 HY D173 DWW 300 02
DI7A7 MWD 210w 111 22 DY [0 210 1] 173 0w 1R 309 1T

PRINTA IR AR TI0 707 K? TORDA DY 2RI 707 <91 KD 2> oKX o) AN
PRI IR AP TN 0 KD LIORYNM W2 QIR 77 OX 23 1

P MR TN 7T R INORHAN DU QIR 77 AR TW A

PRI IR TNV 777 KDY 7ORDMHM DU OTRT 707 OX OX T

In the first example, it appears that AB were copying from manuscripts (perhaps
the very same manuscript) in which the word 22ww appeared, or in which the
writing was unclear in such a way that 7210w could be misconstrued for 1219w or
720w. In A, an initial 1 has been corrected to 7 (perhaps by a later hand). That
the correct reading in this context is indeed 7210w (as found in GD) and not 12ww
is an important detail to which we will return shortly.

In the second example, it appears that AB were copying from manuscripts
(or perhaps from the same manuscript) in which ;798711 02 was inadvertently
changed to 1589 va. The latter reading makes no sense in this context, which

53 A few lines later A has 2952119727 in the plural (as does G) while B has it in the singular
(as do ED). However BED all continue the sentence in the plural (any7 vy 12), betraying their
shared inadvertent error. Regarding the use of the letter 1 by DE to represent gamaz in the word
1w (the same form appears a few lines later in G: 1w &), see Israel Mordecai Peles, Sefer
Mevo ot ve-Hosafot le-Sifrei Maharil (Jerusalem, Makhon Yerushalayim: 5776), p. 159. Peles
notes this same form in copies of the responsa of Maharil (possibly a contemporary of the
anonymous author of Sefer ha-Middot; see above, n. 1). The scribes who use it in copies of
Sefer ha-Middot seem to do so haphazardly, dropping the vowel-letter in most cases but not in
all, and not always in the same places.

54 This is not conclusive, since middot has a wide range of meaning beyond ‘“human
dispositions”. E.g. in Avot chapter 5 the word means “types” (of people or behaviors). But the
anonymous author of Sefer ha-Middot does not normally use the word the way that ABE have
it here. It therefore seems more likely that a scribe wrote middot ra ot by accident, since it is a
stock phrase that is used frequently throughout the book.
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1s apparently why B has a suggested emendation in the margin to add the word
x>, which indeed reads better.>>

An important example of the opposite phenomenon may be found in section
9. Here AB preserve a correct reading that is absent in all other manuscripts and
editions:

,TINRT WA L2092 1T N2 IR ARA P27 andh phann o1a 7170 AR
.MIPDN0IN "V, Pan Wb

[ML2W 2173 273 7] 173 PNV2 IR ORI 20T And% ponnn A1 070 T
.MIPON0T Y020, Bew WOhwiT , [AIMRT 7] D3ART MW ,009Ra

This passage discusses how a man may find joy in his lot in life. What the
intellect has to do with that is unclear, but that is what appears in all manuscripts
and editions besides AB.’® The word 92077 (in the sense of bearing adversity)
would seem to be far more appropriate in this context. And in fact, 22077 does
appear within a sequence of chapters in Mivhar ha-Peninim, attributed to Ibn
Gabirol,”” which served as a major source of ideas and texts for the author of
Sefer ha-Middot. Sections 6 through 10 in Mivhar ha-Peninim have the
following titles: MpoNOan 2200 ,MPNT ,1IM0aT ,A1nRA. That 207 is an important
key to trust in God for the author of Sefer ha-Middot is emphasized not just
shortly later in section 13 (the example cited above), but also later in the text in
section 30:

709 AR X7 ,7NT TV M2 20w 292 PRI D awT 17VY Tl N
SWHN RIT D29 .IRIDAT 272w 200 030 2R TR OTRD 127 90 9210 XIM
38 199257 9% AW 7192 0% 27 R 22 17 WO BV PR X1 B0 O3 .01 NI

When we compare the received version of Sha ar ha-Simhah with Q, we shall
see that this final citation was likely a direct continuation of section 9 in the
original version of Sefer ha-Middot, in which Joy and Trust in God were the titles
of separate chapters. But for our immediate purpose right now, it is enough to
suggest that the author of Sefer ha-Middot took the sequence of topics from
Mivhar ha-Peninim and combined those topics in a simple way to show how they

55 The emendation in the margin may be viewed in the online scan of B, 11b (p. 22 in the
PDF file).

56 E lacks this passage, which appears in the midst of a very large lacuna. The fact that 55w
appears in G, which is the oldest manuscript of the full version of Sefer ha-Middot and was
penned in 1486, shows that the variant existed long before the printed versions. Zaloshinsky’s
edition (p. 59) also has 5w and notes no variant in the manuscripts consulted.

57 On whether Ibn Gabirol is the author of Mivhar ha-Peninim, see Yehudah Ratzhabi,
“Mekorotav ha-"Arviyyim shel ‘Mivhar ha-Peninim’”, Sinai 102 (5748), pp. 97-160 and 103
(5748), pp. 21-24; Sarah Katz, “4l Mehabbero shel ha-Sefer ‘Mivhar ha-Peninim ™, Sinai 103
(5749), pp. 179-182 and Ratzhabi, ibid., p. 273.

58 We have cited B for this passage.
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are all relevant to the topics of Joy and Trust in God. Thus %207, as found in AB,
would appear to be the correct reading.>

The similarities between A and B are striking. This often makes it tempting
to suggest that one of them was copied from the other. However, their lacunae
make this impossible: A has text that B lacks in several places, e.g. in section 12
(AGD versus B) and section 33 (AEGD but lacking in B). In one place B has
text that is clearly original (it is demanded by the context and shared by EGD)
but A skips (section 18, 77 121y 9 7831 Pwn 77°2 7). It would thus appear that they
were both copied from very similar manuscripts, or even from the very same
manuscript. This makes B an important resource for correcting A in the majority
of Sefer ha-Middot for which the former is extant. But it is still important to
further compare E to AB in order to get a more complete picture.

As in our study of the introduction to Sefer ha-Middot, here too we find that
all of the manuscripts as well as the first edition contain important variants that
are apparently original. D fills a lacuna in section 5, and has fuller and better text
than ABEG in the last 8 lines of section 16. G contains significant text that is
missing elsewhere in sections 5 and 15, and has fuller text that makes sense in
section 18. GD have apparently original text in section 6, against AB where the
text 1s missing or shortened. E has an elaboration in section 22 that has no parallel
in any other source.®

When it comes to minor errors and idiosyncrasies, a glance at Appendix B
shows that there are far more in GD than in ABE. This is further confirmation of
what is already apparent in Appendix A (for ABGD), now adding evidence for
an assessment of B as well.®!

I finish with some technical observations about the manuscripts, and one
general conclusion. A and B complement and correct each other, thus presenting
an eminently clear picture of the textual branch they both represent. E often
confirms AB, but at times it represents a different textual branch that is close but
not identical to that of AB. G and D both represent textual transmissions that
have frequent and significant differences from ABE. Many of their variants are
clearly original and important, while others are not.®> Ms. Adler (A) has again
been shown to be the best suited for a base text of Sefer ha-Middot, but it will
serve better as such if complemented by B in order to reflect their joint source.
This combination of A and B makes for a better base text than A alone, but even

59 T originally hypothesized 2207 instead of 22w as an entirely conjectural emendation of the
text in Sefer ha-Middot, based upon the titles in Mivhar ha-Peninim. My hypothesis can be
found at Hebrew Wikisource (see above, n. 28); at the time, I had not yet seen scans of A and
B. Zaloshinsky’s edition notes no source for this passage, and seems to have missed the
connection to Mivhar ha-Peninim.

60 The extra text in E seems cumbersome and repetitive; it is not found in the source of the
passage in Hovot ha-Levavot (Sha ar ha-Bitahon, chapter 4).

61 Our comparisons of the extant manuscripts of introduction to Sefer ha-Middot in Appendix
A, along with the comparison of Sha ‘ar ha-Simhah in Appendix B, cover approximately 12.7%
of the entire text of the book.

62 These typically (but not always) include expansions in G versus shortened text in D, like
what we found for G and D in the introduction to Sefer ha-Middot.
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together they are still imperfect and must be supplemented by further evidence
from other sources, with appropriate judgment in each context.

In general, all the extant manuscripts and editions of Sefer ha-Middot, with
the single exception of Q, ultimately represent minor variants within one major
textual branch in the transmission of the book’s text. In this branch, the topic of
Bitahon has been somewhat artificially incorporated within Sha ‘ar ha-Simhah.
We shall now compare this branch to the separate chapters on Simhah and
Bitahon that are found in Q.

Simhah and Bitahon: Evidence of Splicing & Alternative Versions

All manuscripts of Sefer ha-Middot begin Sha ar ha-Simhah with a discussion
of joy. In the full version, just a few pages into the chapter, the text mentions the
importance of accepting one’s lot in life with joy, and then states that the ability
to do so is based upon a combination of faith and trust in God. This leads to a
long and detailed section on trust in God, making up well over half of the chapter.
Finally, at the end of this section, there is an explicit editorial comment (* 70
amawn Py rm”) which brings the discussion back to the main topic of the
chapter, namely joy, and is followed by a few more pages on that topic until the
end of the chapter. This convoluted structure is unlike the clear organization and
presentation that we find in other chapters from the main part of Sefer ha-Middot.

I have previously suggested that the short editorial comment is evidence of
splicing, and that it marks the precise point where the original chapter on Simhah
was cut in order to merge the topic of Bitahon into it. By disengaging the received
text at this point, it is possible to recover the two original, independent chapters
on Simhah and Bitahon respectively.®

In terms of the splicing, my suggestion was briefly as follows: The first and
last parts of the known version of Sha ‘ar ha-Simhah represent what was initially
the entire chapter on joy. The middle part of the known version (on the topic of
Bitahon) also represents what was an independent chapter in the original version.
In the original version of Sha ‘ar ha-Simhah (in a passage already partially cited
above), the author explained that having joy in one’s lot is dependent on four
factors (the first two of which are trust and faith in God) as follows:

5D 722% OV DT W 10 YNIRNT 92 OV PII POTROW AWy MXR MO0 mawn nTe2
1PV X2 RY 72WN QIR WYY MR ORI .TI0MN THOKR P 112 DR WOR 0% WK
TWYW QTP 02 VAR 11701V 7971 102307 00 1272 WY WY NIXA L9002 1D 2103
DOWAY 1w ,R27T QW I 1TNVY VT WYY MXAT 10w 12 2bwn 13"apn 80 72wn
M2 WY ,1P2MRY 29Wn 19 PRIIWY W RITW T172) IT0ART? 1710 DY PRI
,ATAWT NTA2 2170 77 991 8277 225 219 0°°P11 QORIT 1PV 0T T 22 Wwvw

DY HRT 17 PRAW P92 MY RIY 0

63 I first made this suggestion at Hebrew Wikisource (see above, n. 28).
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3% PhRNM AT T, 210 10 YO ARRwa 2R PR IR Y T R
WA L9300 WOBWR LTINRA CIwn L,2eRa T PINva X TARA 20007
.Mpononn

2377 Q7RI 927 92 9210 RIT 2WR AW RIT INT VA VI 29w 272 7RI 0D
PONDM 921077 O3 QW NARTA SWHIT R 921071 IRIDIT 22w 00N 000 2IRW
N3 1277 9% AR 7m0 M7 R 00 1 wOw uvna

I suggested that the entire lengthy topic of Bitahon was later inserted between
the second and third of the above paragraphs, followed by the words ““ 7111 70
annws Pave”. What may have motivated this editorial work is that fact that the
original Sha ar ha-Bitahon began by discussing the connection between faith
and trust in God (as we indeed find in the initial remarks about Bitahon in the
full version and in Q). Two passages with some similarity to each other were
thus combined. However, this splicing came with a cost: The sequence of the
four conditions for satisfaction with one’s lot in life (in the second paragraph)
was severed from the explanation that gave it meaning (in the third paragraph)
such that the reader is left perplexed as to why %2071 and mpsnoni are not
addressed.®* At the same time, however, the third paragraph does fit fairly well
as an appropriate bridge between Bitahon and Simhabh.

While it was able to explain two related textual points, namely the editorial
comment in the full version and the fact of the two separate chapters in Q, my
earlier suggestion failed to take the actual content of the two separate chapters in
Q into account. I still stand by the splicing explanation, but a detailed
examination of the content of Q as compared to the full version can teach us
more about how and even why the splicing was done. It also shows that the text
of which Q is an abridgment differed in significant ways from the received
version of Sefer ha-Middot (not just in details related to textual transmission).
And finally, it reveals that only part of the original chapter on Bitahon was
spliced into the full version. The rest was lost, and is preserved only in Q.

A closer comparison between the received version and Q has much to teach
us. Appendix C presents the received version of Sha ‘ar ha-Simhah in its right
column (based on A with minor corrections from its parallels), and the abridged
version of Sha ar ha-Simhah and Sha ar ha-Bitahon from Q in its left column.
The text of Q has been divided into numbered thought-units, and these units are
placed side-by-side with the text of the full version to which they correspond.
The order of the table follows the received version, which means that the
segments from Q are not always in numerical order. The actual order of Q can
be gleaned from the numbers.%

64 This also helps to explain how %20:71 could have been mistaken for 2ow:: Neither of them
makes sense without the context of the third paragraph that follows.

65 In Q, Sha'ar ha-Simhah has been divided into segments 01-19. Segments 01-09
correspond to the beginning of Sha'ar ha-Simhah in the full version (before Bitahon), and
segments 10-19 correspond to the end (after Bitahon). A glance at the table shows that Sha ar
ha-Simhah in Q largely follows the same order as the full version, except at the end (after
Bitahon) where the parts corresponding to segments 17-19 appear in the full version before the
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What first becomes clear from a perusal of Appendix C is that Q provides
much more of a summary in the abridged version of this chapter than in the
introduction to Sefer ha-Middot. For the introduction, we saw that much of the
text of Q follows the full text closely, but here that is not the case. For the most
part we find that Q takes large paragraphs from the full version and summarizes
them in a simple sentence or two. These short summaries tend to leave out
examples, illustrations, explanations, parables, and many citations of biblical or
rabbinic passages.®® As for the introduction, here too it is hard to find literary
merit in this kind of a summary, nor even a practical advantage for the reader.
After all, even the full version is not overly verbose, and it would not seem long
at all if divided into two separate chapters for its two topics (as in Q). The
abridged version leaves out the color and the life of the full version, and what
remains is a rather dry and skeletal representation of the book that it summarizes.

Appendix C also sheds new light on how and why the splicing was done.
Most of the topic of Bifahon has been highlighted in yellow (pp. 4-11). Both
before and after the yellow highlighted section is text in orange, marking the two
related sections that make one specific point, namely that trust in God (bitahon)
is contingent upon faith. The full version dwells upon this point twice, both at
the beginning and at the end of the section on Bitahon. The orange rows in the
table indicate that this point was also made twice in Q—at the very beginning of
Sha ar ha-Bitahon and once again later in that chapter. Before and after the
orange highlighted parts, there is also highlighting in red, indicating the sections
(cited above) devoted to how one finds joy in his lot in life. These are the sections
that, according to my original suggestion, followed one another directly in the
original version of Sha ‘ar ha-Simhah. What comes between them, I suggested,
originally formed a separate chapter.

The initial orange sections, which represent the beginning of the original
Shaar ha-Bitahon, according to my suggestion, provide an excellent example of
how the author of Sefer ha-Middot re-worked and expanded his sources, as well
as providing an unusual example of summarizing on the part of Q. The source of
the initial material on Bitahon is based on an unremarkable proverb from Mivhar
ha-Peninim, which is greatly expanded in Sefer ha-Middot with explanation and
a parable, and then summarized in two short sentences in a simple metaphor in

Q:

17217 MR TR0 PRY 027 0 PR [Dom7] 2Ry ((31MRT W) 0°1°197 02N 190
P70ART TTAITA 17 MR LANART MR 270027 T3 1212 MR IT0AT AR 2774

parts corresponding to segments 10-16. Sha ‘ar ha-Bitahon in Q has been divided into segments
20-34, of which only segments 20-25 have clear parallels in the full version. For that reason,
segments 26-34 appear following the table.

66 The text of Q is approximately 30% of the full version here, as opposed to 38% for the
introduction. This is closer to the average of 27% for the book as a whole. The editor of the
abridgement copies more extensively in the beginning of the book, and gradually decreases as
the work progresses.
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The metaphor in Q—that faith in God is like a tree and trust in God is like its
fruit, meaning that trust depends on faith—does not appear in the full version.
This might indicate that the abridgment in Q here was based upon a version that
contained such a metaphor. But it is also possible that the summarizer contrived
the simple metaphor on his own in order to make the point more concisely. If so,
then there is at least a bit of originality in the summary.

The upshot of the coloring and numbering in the table is that only part of the
original Sha ar ha-Bitahon was included in the received version of Sha ‘ar ha-
Simhah. The editor copied Sha'ar ha-Bitahon from its beginning up until the
second place the relationship between faith and trust in God was discussed. The
editor seems to have been struck both by the repetition and by its relationship to
the parallel notion in the original Sha ‘ar ha-Simhah. This realization motivated
him to lift the bulk of Sha ‘ar ha-Bitahon (between the two related sections) and
embed it within Sha ar ha-Simhah.%® But he left the final part of Sha ar ha-
Bitahon out of Sefer ha-Middot. This part appears in Appendix C following the

67 The text that appears here is from the edition by B. H. Ascher (London, 1859), p. 22.
Haggai Ben-Shammai considers this to still be the best available edition of Mivhar ha-Peninim;
see “Keta'im Hadashim min ha-Makor ha-"Arvi shel ‘Mivhar Ha-Peninim’”, Tarbiz 60 (5751),
p. 577 and n. 2.

68 Also note that the material following Bitahon in the full version has a different order from
that of Q. The text that parallels segments 17-19 appears in the full version before the parts
corresponding to segments 10-16 (see above, n. 65). This seems to be because the text previous
(corresponding to segment 17) provides a natural continuation and better suits the needs of the
editor in appearing first: Y2 X 717 2w 9Y ARITT QTR 72 93 D27 N9 AMAWa 3 AR VAT AN
R OX AR VWY RI7IP2A2 0awn 197 .'0° DRI P90 ana ponoe XYY ,100 00107 2wnn R 7R .M
NN PON RITW "2 ARwS 0D Y.
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table (pp. 14-15) and includes appropriate words of closure for the end of that
chapter.

Besides the summarizing and splicing, Appendix C also reveals something
significant about the original content of Sefer ha-Middot. Our previous
examination of the introduction to Sefer ha-Middot in Q showed that it follows
the full version reliably and in order. It copied some sections, summarized others,
and left out others entirely. But that description is not entirely true here. Beyond
the summarizing, and the technical rearrangement of material that seems to have
been the result of later splicing, we also find that the actual content of Q is not
always the same as in the full version.

The first long section about Bitahon in the full version lists seven thoughts
that strengthen one’s heart to trust in God (section 21 in Appendix C). These
seven thoughts are largely based on a rearrangement of material that is found in
Hovot ha-Levavot, Sha ar ha-Bitahon, throughout chapter 3. A similar passage
appears in Q, but the list is almost entirely different in so far that only the very
first item in each list matches. Most of the items in Q’s list are also taken from
the same chapter in Hovot ha-Levavot, but the selection is different. Q’s list
follows the very beginning of the chapter in Hovot ha-Levavot more or less for
the first 5 items, while the full version culls its items from throughout the chapter.
Curiously, even though Q begins by saying that it will list seven thoughts (as in
the full version), it actually lists eight individually numbered ideas.

Since we have seen that Q naturally follows the order and content of the full
version in general, it would seem that here it had a different version from which
it summarized and copied. This is not the only example of a significant difference
in actual content.®” As opposed to all other manuscripts, which as we have seen
never differ about anything beyond errors or changes due to copying, Q—which
is the earliest manuscript of Sefer ha-Middot by far—has some significant
differences in content. The phenomenon implies that the book may have been
revised or rewritten in some parts, either by the author or by another hand.”®

Conclusions
Sefer ha-Middot represents an effort to recast the topic of the virtues and the

vices in an appropriate way for an audience of Jews not exposed to philosophy.
That effort was successful due to the author’s ability to speak clearly and

69 There are also examples of this in Sha ar ha-Teshuvah and Sha ar Yir’at Shamayim in
addition to Q’s more typical act of abrigdment. I have begun to prepare a paper that examines
the anthropology of Sefer ha-Middot and the extent of its relationship to the Hasidei Ashkenaz,
especially considering the evidence provided by Q. This forthcoming paper will include a
comparison between Q and the full version for Sha ar Yir’'at Shamayim.

70  This realization may have implications for the missing Sha ‘ar ha-Torah in Q. Sha ar ha-
Torah is a relatively long chapter (although not as long as Sha ‘ar ha-Teshuvah). It may have
been omitted intentionally in Q’s abridgment—perhaps because the editor of this shorter
version considered it less relevant for a non-scholarly audience, or even specifically because of
its criticism of pilpul. But it is also possible that rather than being cut, Sha ar ha-Torah was
actually added to a later revision of Sefer ha-Middot, either by the author himself or by someone
else later. Indeed, it may have been initially written as an independent essay.
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meaningfully to the hearts of his readers. By doing so, he transformed the subject
of middot from universal, cognitive human knowledge to interpersonal wisdom:
The study of middot thus became the means by which a Jew might strengthen his
relationship both with God and with other Jews.”!

The earliest manuscript by far of Sefer ha-Middot, written in 1430, provides
a version of the book that differs greatly from every other known text. It is, first
of all, an abbreviated summary of the book. The outline of the full book which
is preserved in its abridgment contains striking differences in the order and
structure of certain chapters when compared to the full version, and—in select
contexts—even the content fails to correspond.

All other known manuscripts and editions of the book are of the full version,
the two oldest dated manuscripts of which were penned in 1486. One of these,
the Adler manuscript (A), would best serve as a base text for editing the full
version because of its relative accuracy and because it contains the book in its
entirety. But all the extant manuscripts (including A) are imperfect, and evidence
from all of them needs to be taken into account.

The full version is problematic in terms of the order and structure of some
chapters, and Q clearly shows that these problems did not exist in the original
version. In the case of Sha ar ha-Simhah and Sha ar ha-Bitahon, it is possible to
reliably reconstruct most of the two original chapters based on Q.

Our comparison of Q to the full version (for the introduction to Sefer ha-
Middot and for the topics of Simhah and Bitahon) shows that it largely faithful
to the order and content of the full text that lay before it when the abridgment
was done. But the full text upon which it was based was not always identical
with the known version of the book. The author may have himself revised or
rewritten particular parts of his work, with the abridgment in Q based upon one
version and the received text based upon another. It nevertheless seems clear that
the more significant “macro” revisions found in the full version—in terms of
how the chapters are divided and ordered—were made later on, for two reasons:
These changes are reflected only in much later manuscripts, and they undermine
the author’s typical clarity (which helped to make his book so popular and
beloved).

The abridgment found in Q seems to have no literary merit, and even its
relative brevity is of little practical advantage to the reader. It therefore makes
sense to suggest that the abridgment copied in Q was done on the initiative of a
scribe (or at the behest of his employer) in order to save space and time.”?

71 The book also discusses middot in relations with non-Jews, though to a limited degree.
Two consecutive passages in Sha ‘ar ha-Sheger, and another one in Sha 'ar ha-Emet, demand
honesty in relations with gentiles. (These passages are reminiscent of exhortations found in
Sefer Hasidim; indeed, the second passage in Sha ‘ar ha-Sheger cites that work explicitly. The
preceding passage is from Gerondi’s Sha ‘arei Teshuvah 111:184.) In Sha ar ha-Teshuvah there
is a recommendation that a penitent not charge interest even to a gentile. But in general, Sefer
ha-Middot is almost entirely concerned with how middot affect one’s relationship with other
Jews and with God.

72 1 am grateful to Jeffrey Woolf and Menachem Kellner for their assistance and their
insights. I am further grateful to the anonymous reader, whose comments enlightened me and
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helped me to sharpen the arguments of this article. This research was supported by the Oranim
Academic College of Education in Kiryat Tivon, Israel.
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