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“Halevi himself again offered no explicit :>"7 MTX v 9poY X017 aMdw "0 2

explanation of the fate of the soul. Rather, he stated that God has proven for
us... resurrection. .. but has left aside the question as to whether it is spiritual or
physical... Thus, even though Halevi assured us that Jews would be guaranteed
some sort of afterworldly reward or resurrection, he admitted that he did not
know exactly what it would be” (Daniel Lasker, ‘Judah Halevi on Eschatology
and messianism’Messianism', in Benjamin Hary and Haggai Ben-Shammai
[eds.], Esoteric and Exoteric Aspects in Judeo-Arabic Culture, Leiden and
D°NNT NPAN NINRY' 0" MTIR O panw 27 2w *931 ;(Boston 2006, pp. 91-92
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Resurrection was the most ‘unenlightened’ rabbinic dogma; that is, it was the
religious dogma which most violated the Tendenz of Greek philosophy which
throughout assumed the dualism of body and soul (Daniel Jeremy Silver,
Maimonidean Criticism and the Maimonidean Controversy, Leiden 1965, p.
115); Pines has written that many of the Thirteen Principles 'run counter to
philosophic truth'. This is nowhere more apparent than in the dogma of
resurrection (Marc B. Shapiro, The Limits of Orthodox Theology: Maimonides'
nnin' ;Thirteen Principles Reappraised, Oxford and Portland 2004, p. 149)
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For Maimonides, the ultimate reward is eternal spiritual life, in
which one basks in the glory of God. For someone to be
removed from this state of beatitude in order to be placed again
in a physical body runs counter to Maimonides’ entire
conception of eternal life, which, as we have seen, he views as a

completely natural phenomenon.*
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‘Although :3"2K7 %y 973970 HR2°n Sw 1727 " 149 "y (3 77vn 20u0) 1row
this theory of the resurrection harmonises with the notion of lon Ezra on the
omnipotence of God, it can hardly be reconciled with his notions on the nature
and aim of the human soul. The souls of the wicked perish; the souls of the
righteous have risen to the highest spheres, have become angels, and find no
longer delight in such earthly enjoyments, as are held out to them during the
Messianic period’ (M. Friedlander, Essays on the Writings of Abraham ibn
Ezra, London 1877, p. 100)
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Septimus,Hispano-Jewish Culture in Transition: The Career and Controversies
.of Ramah, Cambridge, Mass. & London 1982, pp. 39-60
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Adena Tanenbaum, The Contemplative Soul: Hebrew Poetry and Philosophical
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