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I will try to show via an analysis of several different aggadot from the
Babylonian Talmud that they belong to a single redactional (Stammaitic) layer
and carry a similar ideology freighted (or even driven) tendency. I am
suggesting here that a corpus of narratives scattered throughout the Babylonian
Talmud actually cite and refer to each other suggesting a later Babylonian
version of a kind of Yavneh-saga... [T]his specific set of Aggadot, connected
with each other by a series of formal and explicit allusions (p. 241).
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[These] narratives “[have] to be read as Talmudic mythopoesis rather than
perhaps as Talmudic historiography or memory of the early (tanaitic) period of
the rabbinic movement. This Talmudic mythopoesis centers around the utopian
beit midrash as the institutional framework for the religion of Torah” (Charlotte
Fonrobert, ‘When the Rabbi Weeps; On Reading Gender in Talmudic Aggada’,
Nashim: A Journal for Jewish Women's Studies and Gender Issues 4 [2001], p.
58)
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