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World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Genizah, 1-V1, Berkeley
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‘Marriage contracts were torn up after the wife had received everything owed 2
her in case of divorce or after the death of her husband. [...] Therefore, when
no longer needed, they were often torn into pieces for scrap paper. To say
that nine out of ten marriage contracts in the Geniza are incomplete is an
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Jewish Marriage in Palestine: A Cairo :110 Y0 M0 VWA PIYY ONPINN
Geniza Study, vol. 1, New York 1980, p. 9
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“Spanish Ladies from the Cairo Geniza', A.M. Ginio (ed.), Jews, Christians
and Muslims in the Mediterranean after 1492, London 1992, pp. 237-267
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S.D. Goitein, "The Abandoned Concubine’, Letters of Medieval Jewish 19
Traders, Princeton 1973, pp. 335-338
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M.A. Friedman, ‘'The Ransom-Divorce Proceedings in Mediaeval Jewish 21
Practice’, Israel Oriental Studies 6 (1976), pp. 298-302: ‘We are not in a
position to ascertain whether there may have been any direct relationship and
influence between the Islamic ransom practice and this Jewish divorce
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‘On top of her misbehavior, Wuhsha contracted a marriage with her lover
before a Muslim notary. This was most probably because Hassun had a wife
in his native city [...] A contract made before a Muslim notary corresponded
to all intents and purposes to a modern civil marriage, and, as we know from
other Geniza records, was of course ostracized by the rabbinical courts and
liable to lead to excommunication. Wuhsha must have rescinded the contract
later on, for otherwise Hassun would partly have inherited from her.
According to Muslim law, no testator is empowered entirely to disinherit
statutory heirs.” ("A Jewish Business Woman of the Eleventh Century’, JOR
,1 nyn DY) 1aoa moan (Seventy-Fifth Anniversary Volume (1967), p. 238
:NINR NIPON PIOM PPON,L(351 /DY YWY 11D
"The reader of these two complementary depositions wonders why
al-Wuhsha found it necessary to legalize her liason before a Muslim notary
and did not simply marry her paramour Hassun [...] I suspect, however, that
al-Wuhsha would lie, in order to make her alliance a bit more respectable.
For had she contracted a marriage, Hassun would have taken a big chunk of
her estate, and according to Islamic law, a legal heir cannot be disinherited’
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Friedman, "Marriage as an Institution: Jewry under Islam’, D. Kraemer (ed.),
The Jewish Family, New York 1989, pp. 33-34
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