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»When it comes to Hebrew Byzantine biblical scholarship in the late Middle Ages, there is a 1
near total blank [...] By contrast, earlier strata of Byzantine exegesis have received attention”
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1A single piece of evidence on Rabbanite intellectual life from :349 ‘ny ,7° °202 , 7V NIR W9 3
the Golden Horde period can be found in the book by Abraham Qirimi [...], Sefat ha-Emet
[...]. This book reflects a rationalistic tendency quite common among Byzantine Jewish
scholars of this period, with a strong focus on the linguistic and philosophic textual
»Among the sources employed by the author [...] we find :59 7797 ,Q¥ W ,commentary”
Maimonides's Guide for the Perplexed and Sefer ha-Mad’a, Rashi, Byzantine scholar
Shemariya Ikrity, Ibn Ezra, the grammarian Yehuda Hayyuj, Sefer Melamed ha-Talmidimby
R. Jacob ([...] ben Aba Mari, Anatoli [...)), The Book of Stones (the anonymous treatise on
minerals, their characteristics and magical traits, attributed to Aristotle), Midrash ha-Hokhma,
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In this period, the struggle between Rabbanism and Karaism for supremacy in
Judaism was lost as far as the Karaites were concerned. Rabbanite Jewish
influence upon Karaism was decisive in all three fields of religious endeavor:
halakhah, exegesis, and thought. This trend can be seen already in Aaron ben
Joseph's commentary on the Torah [...]. It is undoubtedly the case that in the
Byzantine Karaite community there were those who had already given up their
separate sectarian existence. [...] Therefore, Aaron ben Eljjah attempted to give
a Karaite answer to the Rabbanite attacks [...] Aaron tried to demonstrate that

the Karaites are not inferior to their Rabbanite brethren.>®
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