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[T]his sugya weaves an increasingly complicated web of stringencies and
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rabbinic hero. While the parallel Yerushalmi sugya acknowledges the
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difficulty of ruling on blood stains while valorizing the extraordinary
aptitude of some rabbis who do so, the Bavli sets out to marginalize the
application of "blood science" through, among other rhetorical strategies,
praise of the rabbinic "heroes" of earlier generations coupled with a loss
of confidence in the skills of contemporary rabbis.*
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