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H. Kreisel, ‘Back to Maimonides’ Sources: The Thirteen Principles Revisited’, Jewish
Thought 1 (2019), pp. 53-88.
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Title: Faith and Its Significance in Maimonides’ Guide for the Perplexed

In the initial segment of the article, we delve into the various terms that
Maimonides employs to articulate the concept of belief. The conclusion drawn
from this exploration is that two Judeo-Arabic words, 'jRnR’ and "TpnyR’, along
with the Hebrew term n3nMR, can encompass a spectrum of beliefs —
encompassing both true and false beliefs, those rooted in philosophical inquiry as
well as tradition and the Bible. This finding underscores the complexity of relying

on a single term to discern Maimonides’ genuine convictions.

Moving on to the second part of the article, we scrutinize the diverse sources of
knowledge and their respective reliability. Our analysis reveals that only
philosophical inquiry can be deemed reliable, as thorough research with ample
preparation enables one to refine their opinions and uncover the truth. In
contrast, miracles and prophecies are considered less reliable, as individuals may
mistake sorcery or magical phenomena for genuine miracles, and falsely believe

that they are prophets.

In the concluding section, we draw insights from our analysis regarding
Maimonides’ true stance on the creation of the world. We assert that our study

bolsters the naturalist interpretation of Maimonides’ perspective.
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