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“One of the most persistent cornerstones :1p»2 N0 W ;7127 2°0° ;77 v ¥
of the study of gender/space discourse in Greco-Roman Judaism has been the
assumption of a shared value system whereby a man’s ability to seclude or hide
“his” women was an index of his level of prestige... [in] Roman Palestine this
by no means appears to be a dominant discourse... In fact it is not women’s
absence that this particular discourse values, but rather her appearance in such a
fashion as would signal his (her husband’s) ultimate authority, ownership and
honor” (C. Baker, Rebuilding the House of Israel: Architectures of Gender in
X7 71502 P12 YW Nt vy Jewish Antiquity, Stanford 2002, pp. 90-91)
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In every one of her appearances, the “woman in the shuk” is
presented as a signifier of questionable character: it is precisely
her identity, her status, and their attendant social markers that
seem to be at issue or at risk. Moreover, “woman” and “the
shuk” appear to be linked again and again in discussions that
interweave conceptions of sexual purity, propriety, and
property...For the authors of these early rabbinic traditions, it
seems, the phrase “in the market”, when applied to a woman,
carries with it the connotations of “on the market” - that is to
say, a woman's identity, body, sexuality and worth are all, in

some sense, “up for grabs”.
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